  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday May 4, 2004

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:01 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.       

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Swartz 

Others present:  Jennifer Osmundson, Melissa Decker, Jessica Braaten, Tabitha Spande, Larry Johnson, Kelly Johnson, Lori Carlson, Joel Carlson, Travis Shorter, Lana Anderson, Vicky Schubbe, Mark Schubbe, Pam Behnke, Dale Behnke, Lori Johnson, Greg Smith, Cheri Landsteiner, Steve Landsteiner, Kevin Donovan, Denise Donovan, Shirley Donovan, Todd Hanson, Tom Olinger of Abdo, Eick and Meyers, Glen Coudron of Bolton and Menk and Bruce Sellers. 

Adopt Agenda

The title of the 8:15 presentation was changed to Neighbors of the house at 304 Lincoln Street SW.

Lawns of moved in houses was added as New Business item L.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt the agenda with the change and addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.   Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson made a correction to the minutes.

Councilor Johnson questioned items on the Fire, Police and Shop quarterly meeting minutes.

Councilor Johnson questioned items in the Administrator’s Report.

Mayor Swanson and Administrator Woodruff talked about the letter from Victory Sports One.

Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A) Minutes 4/20/04

B) Bills

C) Fire Quarterly Minutes

D) Police Quarterly Minutes

E) Shop Quarterly Minutes

F) Explorer Insurance Coverage

G) Copies of ordinance regarding truck/trailer and campers

H) Letter to property owners-300 block of 5th and 6th Avenue N.E.

I) Letter from Victory Sports One

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

Presentations, Petitions and Requests

7:15 Abdo Eick and Meyers-Auditor
Tom Olinger presented the audit report to the council.  He highlighted various items in the annual financial report and management letter.  The general fund is in good shape as are the water, sewer and refuse funds.  The liquor store fund lost money last year.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 32-5-04 accepting audit report.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

7:45 Glen Coudron-Bolton and Menk-Liquor Store Parking Lot

Glen Coudron of Bolton and Menk reviewed with the council three proposals for repairing the parking lot and alley next to city hall.  After discussing various options, it was the consensus of the council to have Mr. Coudron make another cost estimate for reconstructing the bad areas and overlay the rest of the parking lot area and alley.  

8:15 Neighbors of house at 304 Lincoln Street

Lori Carlson of 301 Lincoln St SW and Kelly Johnson of 302 Lincoln St SW both gave emotional accountings of what they had observed at 304 Lincoln St SW over the past two years.  In conclusion, both demanded that the house must be condemned, demolished and removed.  To create awareness for this Meth Lab house and generate support for their cause, a petition was circulated throughout the town.  Administrator Woodruff shared with the council that Option One Mortgage, the current property owner, has agreed to have the property tested by Bay West, an approved Meth Lab testing company.  Option One Mortgage also plans to have the property cleaned up in the next thirty days.  After some heated discussion, it was the consensus of the council to put a fence around the property located at 304 Lincoln St. SW.   

New Business

a) Resolution 28-5-04 Hiring Part-time officer 

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 28-5-04 hiring Lucas Belgard as a part-time police officer.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

b) Resolution 29-5-04 Police Policy Handbook  

Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 29-5-04 enrolling part-time police officer Lucas Belgard into P.E.R.A. Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

c) Resolution 30-5-04 Safe & Sober May Mobilization – letter from Officer Honsey 

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 30-5-04 “Buckle up, Mapleton-Click it or Ticket!” may 24-June 6, 2004.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

d) Seller’s Sidewalk-letter from city attorney

Bruce Sellers, of 101 Smith St SE, was present to clear up a misunderstanding regarding the sidewalk in front of his house.  He explained that the contractor prepping his yard for other sidewalk replacement and sodding removed the thirty feet of public sidewalk in front of his house while there, rather than making a second trip back to the property to remove the piece of sidewalk in question.  The opinion from City Attorney David Peterson was that the sidewalk should be replaced or else prosecute Mr. Sellers for violation of Sections 302.06 and 801.04 (5) of the City Ordinances.  The council discussed this opinion and other items relating to this situation.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded that at the present time there are no immediate plans to do any further sidewalk work on that block, therefore the city will not make Mr. Sellers replace the thirty feet of sidewalk at this time.  Councilor Treanor, Councilor Warner and Mayor Swanson voted in favor thereof.  Councilor Cox and Councilor Johnson voted against.  Motion carried. 

e) Animal Ordinance revision (recodification process) & New Brochure

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Cox seconded to table the Animal Ordinance revision until the next council meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

f) Request for No Parking Sign-6th Ave SE

Administrator Woodruff and Mayor Swanson explained the situation of vehicles parking too close to the driveway located at 106 Sixth Ave S.E. Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Treanor seconded the request to place no parking signs from the alley located near 106 Sixth Ave S.E. south to the end of the block.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

g) Request for Children at Play Sign on Garfield   

Administrator Woodruff stated that two property owners in the area have requested children at play signs.  Travis Shorter explained his situation with the traffic on Garfield St. S.W.  There was a discussion of where to place the sign.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the request for two Children at Play signs on Garfield St. S.W.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

h) DARE Officer    

 Administrator Woodruff asked for the council’s opinion of Officer Honsey becoming a DARE Officer.  There was a discussion of the time commitment involved in being a DARE Officer.  Administrator Woodruff wanted to get the council’s opinion before asking the School to make a five-year commitment to the school liaison program.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to send Officer Honsey to DARE school if the school is willing to share the costs.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

i) Resolution 31-5-04 Power Wash, Seal and Paint City Hall 

Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 31-5-04 accepting job estimate of Bernie’s Painting in the amount of $2,475 to power wash city hall building, seal coat the building, pain the doors and trim on the building and paint the bathroom dividers at the Liquor Store.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

j) T & C Request

Todd Hanson requested he be allowed to put PVC pipe in the ground near the fire station to save time and effort annually when putting up the fence for the beer garden.  There was a discussion about the fence.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the request of Town and Country Days to put PVC pipe in the ground for the beer garden fence.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried. 

k) Yard of the Month Rules for 2004-drawing for 2003

Margaret Schultz’s name was drawn as the 2003 Grand Prize winner.  

l) Lawns of moved in houses

Councilor Cox noted that lawns have still not been established on several properties along the 300 block of Main Street West.  Administrator Woodruff will send notices to all who need one.  

Mayor Swanson mentioned the curb cuts on Main Street have not been made for the school walking path.  It was the general consensus of the council that they recalled the school was going to take care of the curb cuts.  Councilor Cox requested the tapes of those meetings be reviewed to determine whose responsibility it is to take care of the curb cuts.  

There was a discussion about the property located at 407 Central Ave S.  

There was a discussion about commercial trucks and vehicles being parked on city streets.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 11:34 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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