CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday April 20 2010
Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Absent:  Schultz.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen
Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger, Caleb Kaduce and Holly Kaduce. 
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 4-6-10
B. Bills totaling  $59,769.24
C. Zoning minutes and permits
D. Ditch 57 proposed schedule
E. Letter from Senator Julie Rosen
Staff Written Reports
 

Adopt Agenda

Street closure application was added as New Business item C.
Clarification on summer help was added as unfinished business item A.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Unfinished Business

A. Clarification on summer help
Administrator Woodruff has talked to Mike Johnson and the League of Minnesota Cities about the city’s volunteer insurance.  If someone gets hurt, the city only has $100,000 for volunteer workers comp insurance.  Councilor Donovan asked how much a person has to be paid to get work comp coverage.  He suggested the volunteer lawnmowers get paid a stipend similar to what the fire department member receive.  Administrator Woodruff will look into the temporary employees being covered by work comp.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the summer help is just for mowing, or can that person be used in other area of the city.  Mayor Swanson felt that the money left in the budget was for summer help where ever the help is needed.  Councilor Etherington felt that the $2,000 would be gone soon if the person was used in all departments.  Councilors Etherington and Christian were opposed to having volunteers due to the workers comp liability.  Councilor Donovan felt that the city was paying too much money for part-time help.  Mayor Swanson noted that there is already one request for a summer vacation.  Councilors Donovan and Etherington strongly felt that the city had better not go over the budgeted amount for part-time help.    
New Business

A. Resolution 14-4-2010 Kaduce Tire Loan Request 
An EDA meeting was held to discuss the loan request.  However, no EDA members attended the meeting.   Kaduce Tires is requesting a $75,000 Blue Earth County Loan to purchase and upgrade the building where his business is currently located.  He currently has a Blue Earth County Loan and he has an excellent payment history.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 14-4-10 approving the Blue Earth County Loan request of Kaduce Tire in the amount of $75,000.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  
B. Change May 4th meeting date due to Library Open House
Mayor Swanson asked for the Andrew Carnegie impersonator’s schedule.  The invitation dinner will be held on May 3, 2010.  The open house will be held the following evening.  It was the consensus of the council to move the meeting to May 5th.  
C. Street Closure Request
Relay for Life requested to close the 100 block of Sixth Ave NE to hold a fundraising car wash.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the street closure application for a relay for life fundraiser.  
Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson noted that the school is looking at paving the parking lot when W.W. Blacktopping is in town to finish the Highway 30 project.

· Councilor Donovan asked when the council needed to make a decision on street repairs.  He felt the city could get a better price if it was done when W.W. is in town.  Administrator Woodruff suggested talking about it at the next council meeting when there will be a representative from the public works department present.

· Mayor Swanson asked about St. Andrew’s Court.  Councilor Etherington was totally opposed to the city having any involvement with that street.         
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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