  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday July 19, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 


Others present:  Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, Hugo John, Larry Caron, Robert Decker, Cindy Dietz, Annette Ward, Michael Ward, Harlan Hanson.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson questioned one bill.

Mayor Swanson mentioned the Connect 4 meeting.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 7/05/05

B)  Bills

C) Zoning minutes and permits

D) Letter from Norm Coleman

E) Windmill Bar – new sewer rate

F) MnDOT email regarding Hwy 30 project

G) Letter to T & C Inc.

H) Police Dept Quarterly

I) Payment for Fire Relief beer garden insurance

J) Connect 4 – meeting

K) Fire Department quarterly

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Store Report

Adopt Agenda

Mayor Swanson asked if the references had been contacted for the Solicitor’s license.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she had a copy of his brochure.  Councilor Johnson asked if the police had done a background check.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the Police Chief had checked.  After some discussion, this was added as New Business item I.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – visitor presentation

Residents were present to express concern about not being allowed to put their sump pumps in the sanitary sewer during the winter months.  All expressed concern about their sump pumps freezing in the winter if they aren’t allowed to discharge them into the sanitary sewer.  Administrator Woodruff and Mayor Swanson talked about installing sump pump collector pipes that they could connect to.  The plan is to install these in a section of town each year.  There was a discussion about the under street drain tile on Fourth Ave and Borchert Road.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the storm water needs to get out of the sanitary sewer.  She proposed that sump pumps be allowed to discharge into the sanitary sewer during the winter until there is a sump pump collector line installed.  Once the line is installed, it will be mandatory that people connect to it.  Notices will be sent in March reminding residents to disconnect from the sanitary sewer.  Inspections will also be performed.  Engineer Sarff talked about the success that Eagle Lake had when they removed sump pumps from the sanitary sewer.  Mayor Swanson felt that the fear of a fine and spot checks should ensure that everyone disconnects from the sanitary in the spring.  Robert Decker stated that he has a tile that he is connected to, but it freezes in the winter.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city will look into it and see why it is freezing.  Councilor Warner noted that it would take several years for the city to get pipes installed.  The council thanked the residents for attending.  

Hugo John and Robert Shubert thanked the council for the stop signs on Borchert Road and said that it has made a difference.  Councilor Warner stated that it is getting a bit washboard like in front of the stop signs.  

Dan Sarff – Bolton and Menk – Feasibility Report 3rd Ave SW and I & I Plan   

Engineer Sarff reviewed with the council the Sanitary Sewer Inflow and Infiltration investigation.  He talked about smoke testing some areas in town.  This is tentatively scheduled for August 22nd.  Engineer Sarff also talked about the preliminary work that had been done on the southwest area improvement project.  He reviewed the outline of the proposed improvements.  Councilor Warner asked if Lincoln Street by the park could be wider than 30 feet.  Engineer Sarff said he would look into making them 32-foot streets.  Engineer Sarff asked the council their thoughts on his proposed cul-de-sac on the end of Lincoln.  Larry Caron noted that some new water main was installed on Garfield in 1993.  Mr. Caron also talked about extending First Ave SW and Second Ave SW to Borchert.  Administrator Woodruff asked if he wanted this to be part of the project and to defer assessments for three years.  It was the consensus of the council to assess this similar to how it was assessed for Third Ave SW.  Engineer Sarff noted that the costs were on the conservative side since the plans aren’t drawn up yet.  This project is currently estimated to cost $1,770,600.  The next step is to have a public information meeting and have a general estimate of what the cost will be for property owners.  Engineer Sarff will come to a meeting in September with the full feasibility report.  He also needs a resolution for including Larry Caron’s property into the project.  Mr. Caron asked how long the assessment would be for.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the last project had 15-year assessments.  The council thanked Engineer Sarff for attending.  Councilor Warner suggested that the sanitary sewer be televised to assess the shape that it is in.  If it is in good shape, he suggested leaving it and then line it in a few years.  Other members of the council disagreed with this opinion.  

Old Business

A) Resolution 19-03-05 Pay off county loan – Screamin Eagle Grill, Update on Bankruptcy 

The city attorney recommended that the city pay off the County loan for the Screamin’ Eagle Grill.  On July 11th in Bankruptcy Court, Mr. Smit was granted a discharge of debtors.  The city attorney said that the city still needed to file for the equipment.  Dan Strehlo’s attorney said something a little different.  Councilor Johnson requested an attorney’s opinion in writing.  She felt that $3,000 was a lot of money for legal fees to get the equipment back.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Mr. Strehlo is still interested in opening the restaurant, but he doesn’t want to do anything unless he’s sure that he will get to buy the equipment.  It was the consensus of the council that they would like to see the restaurant reopen as soon as possible.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to the city attorney again.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 19-03-05 approving pay off of county loan.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Resolution 39-05-05 Sidewalk Replacement

Councilor Warner wanted to know what was planned for the sidewalk in front of his house and the Child Care Center.  Councilor Donovan asked expressed concern about the sidewalks cracking again after they have been replaced.  He suggested that if the sidewalks are cracked and not a safety issue at this time, then not replace them.  He also recommended increasing the city portion to 75%.  Administrator Woodruff explained that this program was set up for safety reasons.  Councilor Warner asked about the sidewalk at 208 Fifth Ave NE.  Mayor Swanson asked about the city’s portion of $1.75.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the council set this amount last year.  She also stated that the League of Minnesota Cities requires us to have this policy.  Councilor Johnson asked if all of last year’s sidewalk budget was spent.  Administrator Woodruff stated that not everyone from last year had been paid yet.  There was a discussion about the 200 block of Second Ave NE.  There was a discussion about some of the problems that occurred last year.  Councilor Warner suggested the city pay for $2.00 per foot.  Councilor Johnson asked if someone talks to the contractors about the guidelines.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the property owner get the spec sheet of what is required.  Administrator Woodruff noted that if everyone on the list was done this year, it would go over budget.  There was a discussion about which ones to pull off of the list.  Administrator Woodruff was directed to remove some from the list to stay in budget.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 39-05-05 approving sidewalk replacement for 2005 with the city paying $2.00 per foot.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C) Resolution 46-06-05 Fire Department By Laws

Mayor Swanson stated that the by-laws were discussed at the Fire Department quarterly meeting.  Changes that were made are listed.  Councilor Warner noted that the Fire Department had spent a lot of time working on them.  They had some hurt feelings when the council changed them.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the elections were changed to recommendation to the city council for the officers.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 46-06-05 approving the revised Fire Department by-laws.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A) Resolution 55-07-05 - NIMS

Mayor Swanson talked about the workshop at the Fire Station.  Councilor Warner asked if we had received any more material to add to the emergency plan.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she hadn’t received anything yet, but that she would check on it.  Councilor Warner would like to have some of the charts on hand.  Mayor Swanson stated that it was important that the council and staff attended the training.  By doing so, the city is now eligible to receive FEMA money.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 55-07-05 designating the National Incident Management System (NIMS) as the basis for all incident management in the City of Mapleton.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Resolution 56-07-05 – Taser gun and holsters  

Councilor Warner asked if the Taser was going to be partially paid for with grants.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Xcel Energy gave $400 and there was some money left from the Heather Curling Club donation.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 56-07-05 approving purchase of a Taser.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C) Ordinance - Fireworks
Administrator Woodruff stated that the police requested some regulation for Fireworks.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Ordinance 2700, concerning the sale, possession and use of fireworks.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D) Initiative Foundation contribution request 

The council reviewed the letter from the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation.  The letter asked for a pledge for a donation in 2006.  After some discussion, Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to donate $500 to the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

E) Resolution 57-07-05 Installation of Manhole

Administrator Woodruff stated that the tree roots couldn’t be cut out of the sewer line until a manhole is installed.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 57-07-05 approving installation of a manhole on 8th Ave NE.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

F) Update on well and generator

Administrator Woodruff updated the council about the electrical problem on the pole by the filter plant.  An electrical surge caused damage to the generator panel and well panel.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Water Operator Johnson did a great job to get everything taken care of right away the next morning.  She also thanked Councilor Donovan for noticing that the generator was running late in the evening.

G) Yard of the Month

Ron and Cathy Schroeder were chosen as the Yard of the Month winners.

H) Book by Mapleton Author

Administrator Woodruff showed the council the book that was written by a Mapleton resident that has pictures of Mapleton in it.  There will be a book signing at the Brat Stand August 12 and 13.  Proceeds from the brat stand and book sale will go to the summer reading program.

I) Solicitor License

Councilor Johnson asked if he would have some sort of identification.  Deputy Clerk Olsen stated that she had made up some solicitor’s badges a few years ago.  Councilor Johnson asked what dates that he was going to be selling.  Administrator Woodruff will set the dates with him.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to grant the solicitor’s license to Mark Niznik from Great Lakes Distribution for one week.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

The Liquor Store quarterly meeting was set for July 25, 2005.

Mayor Swanson mentioned that the flagpole in Heritage Park is bent.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Water Operator Johnson was going to talk to Massop Electric to see if anything could be done about it.  Councilor Johnson asked how it got bent.  Administrator Woodruff replied it was the result of wind damage.

Administrator Woodruff stated that the flag in Proehl Park was missing.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 10:01 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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