  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday June 1, 2004

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, and Swanson.  Absent:  Cox

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present:  Megan Warmka, Paul Smit-Screamin’ Eagle Grill, Jim Karels

Adopt Agenda

Paul Smit request was added as new business item A.

Miscellaneous was added as new business item B.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.   Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson made a correction to the minutes.

Councilor Johnson had a question about the gambling report.  Administrator Woodruff will find out from the Mapleton Chamber of Commerce Charitable Gambling.

Councilor Johnson noted there was no report from the water operator.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

*A) 
Minutes –5-18-04

*B) 
Bills   

*C) 
Footing Drain Notices

*D)
Gambling Report-May

*E)
Water Pumping Report -April

*F) 
Revised parking ordinance-

*G)
Thank you letter from Margaret Schultz 

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Wastewater-Street Report

Presentations, Petitions and Requests

7:15        Megan Warmka

Megan Warmka introduced herself and informed the council that she had 34 girls from Mapleton signed up for dance and baton lessons.  She would be using the park once per week for six weeks.  The council discussed insurance liability issues.  Administrator Woodruff had talked to the city’s insurance agent about this.  The city is somewhat protected through its liability insurance. Administrator Woodruff would need to walk through the park with Ms. Warmka before the classes start to make sure there are no known hazards.  Councilor Johnson raised the issue of damage from batons in the shelter.  Ms. Warmka did not anticipate any damage since they would most likely not be throwing the batons inside the shelter.  Councilor Johnson felt a fee should be set for businesses that want to use the park.  Administrator Woodruff would like to have a rental agreement, including a fee structure, for anyone who requests to use the park shelter.  Councilors Warner and Treanor both thought it would be ok to allow this since the city is covered with liability insurance.  Mayor Swanson felt it should be allowed since there were 34 kids signed up and it is a non-contact sport.  Councilor Johnson was not in favor of allowing this.  It was the general consensus to approve the request for dance and baton lessons to be held in Heritage Park. 

7:20       Liquor Store Parking Lot

The council took a walking tour of the parking lot to look at the recent pothole filling and partial overlay that was done.  Councilor Johnson expressed concern with the proposed storm sewer being close to the municipal building.  It would have to be moved if the building was added onto in the future.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew put together a list of other items needing attention that could be done rather than redoing the parking lot.  The council discussed budgeting for the parking lot for the next two years.  Councilor Johnson suggested letting the abutting property owners know that the city is going to do this project in a couple of years so that they can budget for the assessments also.  It was the consensus to put the parking lot project on hold for two to three years.  Councilor Johnson went through the list that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew had prepared.  After some discussion, Administrator Woodruff recommended that the Capital Improvement Committee get together to review the city’s needs.  It was the consensus to have the committee meet.  

Old Business  

Methamphetamine House-update

Administrator Woodruff informed the council that the house has been sold.  There may be a permit at the next zoning meeting to demolish the house.  Mayor Swanson thought the MVAC program looked like a good program.  He wondered if it could be used on other houses in town.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to Judd Schultz of MVAC.  

New Business

a) Paul Smit Request

Paul Smit requested a three to six month deferment on his loan payments.  He has had many unexpected costs with the remodeling of the building.  He asked if the amounts could be added on to the end to the balloon payment.  He is also asking Strehlos for a deferment also.  The council requested that he start paying the county loan back as soon as possible since the city is responsible for paying the county loan every month.  The council appreciated him asking permission for a deferment before he started missing payments.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the request of Paul Smit to defer loan payment for six months.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Mr. Smit also is talking to a bank about getting a loan for some reserve money.  He asked if the city would relinquish some equipment collateral.  Councilor Johnson expressed concern due to past experience with the Variety Store/Boot Shop foreclosure.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the county loan was denied the first time due to not enough collateral.  She would have to check with the County Finance Department. 

b) Misc.   

· James Karels interrupted the meeting with a building permit issue.  He was told to attend the next Planning and Zoning Board meeting.

· Administrator Woodruff noted that the Maple River School had a fourth false alarm.  She is sending them a bill for $50.  

· The carnival would like to place some of their trucks on Highway 30 as advertisement during Town and Country days.  It was the consensus of the council not to allow this.

· The survey from MVAC will be sent out to residents soon.  Administrator Woodruff passed around the materials that would be mailed out.

· The fire department has installed one of the two windows in the kitchen.  They were able to purchase two windows for $500.  

· Councilor Treanor noted that Jenkins Auto Body put up a new sign without a permit.  Administrator Woodruff sent them a letter and they will probably get charged a fee for not having a permit before the work started.

· Councilor Johnson asked if Schultz’s had a permit to tear down a house.  She heard that they buried it in their backyard.  Administrator Woodruff will send them a permit and fine them.

· Mayor Swanson asked if Wayne Peter’s son knew about the I/I violation.  He noted the house closing would take place June 24.

· Councilor Johnson asked if Hanson Sanitation had permission to put a dumpster on the street in the 200 block of Second Ave NE.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:38 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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