  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday June 15, 2004

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Cox, Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present:  Matt Johnston, Bob Johnson, Rod Miller

Adopt Agenda

Added Rod Miller 7:30 Generator for siren.

Added new business items D, E and F.

Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.   Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Cox noted that work reports need to be in before the packet goes out.

Additional shut-off notice was added as Consent Agenda item L.  Administrator Woodruff explained the list.

Councilor Johnson asked if Administrator Woodruff had checked on the previous gambling report.  

Councilor Cox thought that arrangements for water payments should not be accepted after the people reach a certain dollar amount.  There was a discussion of the fact that one of the people listed on the shut-off list does not have an accessible curb box.  

Councilor Johnson asked why the pumping was quite elevated a few days in May.  Councilor Cox felt Water Operator Johnson should look into this.

Councilor Cox asked how much of a water supply the city has if the electricity goes off.  Administrator Woodruff replied there is approximately a two-day supply in the water tower.  There was a discussion about this and the city’s current diesel generator.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

*A) 
Minutes –6-1-04

*B) 
Bills   

*C) 
Zoning minutes and permits

*D)
Lever 3 non-payment shut off list

*E)
Water Report – May

*F)
Web page report

*G)
Public Notice – Affidavit of Candidacy

*H)
Don & Rose Landsteiner Yard of the Month Letter

*I)
Letter to business-meth lab products

*J)
Waste Water License

*K)
Liaison Officer-May 

*L)
Additional shut-off notice

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Store Report

E) Police Report

Presentations, Petitions and Requests

7:15        Matt Johnston-request to discontinue noon and 9 pm whistle

Matt Johnston introduced himself and requested that the council either discontinue the noon whistle, the curfew whistle or both.  The whistle is very loud at his house and wakes up his infant son.  He felt the whistle going off 60 times a month was a bit extreme.  Councilor Treanor noted that the whistle is shorter now than when it was originally installed.  He has also had people ask him to bring back the 6:00 p.m. whistle.  Councilor Cox felt it was good to hear the whistle every day to make sure that it is working.  Mayor Swanson wanted to wait on making a decision until after the city receives the results of the MVAC survey.  Mr. Johnston asked what percentage of Mapleton’s population he needed on a petition.  The council stated there was no set percentage.  Mr. Johnston indicated he would be back at a future meeting with a petition.  Councilor Cox asked Administrator Woodruff to find out what other towns do.

7:25       Danks – Utility Bill

No one from the Danks family attended the council meeting.

7:30 Rod Miller – Generator

Rod Miller asked the council what all they would like to power with the generator.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the city does own a generator for the purpose of pumping water out of the well and filling the water tower.  However, it is questionable if it is possible to get the generator in running condition.  Mike Kunkel recommended getting a new siren that runs on battery and solar power.  He felt this would be less expensive for the city in the long run.  Rod Miller proposed a 75 kW generator that will power the siren and municipal offices/liquor store and would automatically start within ten seconds of the power going off.  It would also power the well pump if the municipal building was shut off.  The council discussed various specifications of the generator.  Administrator Woodruff noted that their might be a chance that the city could get on an Xcel Energy program for a lower electric rate if the city regularly used the generator.  Councilor Warner asked if the city could get grant money to pay for this.  Councilor Johnson has wanted the city to have one for a long time.  She felt uncomfortable with not being prepared for an emergency.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 41-6-04 purchasing a 75 kW generator from The Miller Connection in the amount of $12,958.00 plus installation costs.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Old Business  

Recodification – Junk Car Ordinance

The council reviewed the ordinance and made some minor typographic changes.  Councilor Warner expressed his appreciation for Officer Honsey updating this ordinance.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the ordinance would be renumbered when the other ordinances are finished.  It was the consensus of the council that this ordinance looks ok.

New Business

a) Resolution 39-6-04 Curling Club Gambling Donation

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 39-6-04 accepting donations from the Heather Curling Club Charitable Gambling for the time capsule and flower planters.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

b) Methamphetamine Ordinance Summary for publication   
Administrator Woodruff asked for council approval to print the summary of the Methamphetamine ordinance in the paper rather than the full ordinance.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to publish the summary of ordinance 2600 in the newspaper.  All voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

c) Yard of the Month
Don Minkel was drawn as the Yard of the Month winner.  Mayor Swanson stated that the newspaper editor approached him.  He would print the Yard of the Month pictures if the city paid him $35 per month.  Councilor Cox asked for a comparison price to print it in the Wells Shopper.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the council to not pay the Maple River Messenger to print the Yard of the Month pictures.  The council did not consider the Yard of the Month picture to be any different than school activity pictures.  

d) Resolution 40-6-04 Chamber Gambling Donation
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 40-6-04 accepting donations from the Chamber of Commerce charitable gambling for the time capsule and flower planters.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.      

e) Tractor Pull July 12   

The Town and Country Day Tractor Pull was rescheduled to this date due to rain.  There was some discussion that this might not be the right date since this day is a Monday.  Councilor Cox stated that the city needs the certificate of insurance one week before the event.  It was the consensus to approve the date change.  

f) Newsletter   

Administrator Woodruff asked if the council would call her if they noticed anything wrong in the newsletter.  

Administrator Woodruff noted that she would watch the Blethen, Gage and Krause bill better.  There was a discussion about charges that she refused to pay on the previous bill.

Councilor Johnson asked if Administrator Woodruff had checked with Blue Earth County about the collateral for the Paul Smit Loan.  

Councilor Johnson asked if Administrator Woodruff had checked into Schultz’s taking down and burying a building without a permit.  

The council talked about Town and Country Days.  Councilor Cox stated that the certificate for the beer garden needs to be turned into City Hall two weeks prior to Town and Country Days.  Administrator Woodruff stated Officer Honsey said it was hard to have two beer gardens.  Councilor Johnson noted that the beer garden was not fenced in and gated during the parade.  She also noted that the Liquor Store needed to have a higher fence around their beer garden.  

Mayor Swanson recommended all council members review the Emergency Manual. 

Councilor Johnson recommended all departments bring their budget requests to their next quarterly meetings.

Councilor Johnson questioned the bill for the Fire Department tables.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she didn’t realize that they were going to purchase as many tables as they did.  Councilor Johnson asked who gave the fire department permission to purchase and install the new windows.  Administrator Woodruff, Mayor Swanson and Councilor Warner all stated that it was talked about at the last quarterly meeting.  Since the total dollar amount spent was under $1,000, it didn’t require council approval.  Councilor Johnson thought the fire department should be told to hold down their spending.  Councilor Johnson asked what the fire department does with the money they get from the dinners and dance.  Administrator Woodruff replied that she does not know what is done with the money since it does not go through the city’s checking account.  Councilor Cox felt the dinner/dance money should go through the city books.  Councilor Warner felt that the dinner money should be used to pay for new tables.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:38 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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