CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, August 1, 2006

Acting Mayor Treanor called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Donovan.  Absent:  Swanson   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present: Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Helen Gerth, Martin Kleven

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Warner asked where D & T Towing is from.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they were from Minnesota Lake and that one used to be an Explorer.  

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

A) Minutes 7/18/06

B) Bills

C) Liquor Store Quarterly

D) D & T Towing


Staff Reports   


 Administration reports 


 Police Report

 Water –Park Report – 


 Wastewater – Street Report –


 Liquor Store Report

Adopt Agenda

SW Project was added as New Business item F.

Garfield Street was added as New Business item G.

Sixth Avenue to Vacate was added as New Business item H.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Old Business

A. Revised Water & Sewer Ordinance & Summary

Councilor Treanor asked what happens when a person’s water shut off is quite a ways into their yard.  A discussion followed.  Councilor Johnson asked how the city would maintain it if it is on private property.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the city should also pay for the curb stop box because the city has some properties that can’t be shut off.  Councilor Johnson asked if it should be a 50/50 cost share.  She felt that if the city is responsible, we could fix them now rather than waiting for the thirty or sixty days.  Councilor Warner thought that the cost share was not a large cost to the city.  He felt that the city would have more control if we were responsible for the curb stop boxes.  Councilor Johnson had some technical corrections for the ordinance.  Councilor Johnson questioned the size of a water line for residential property.  She asked why a resident couldn’t have a larger line and meter for fire sprinkler system inside a house.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there are some that are larger.  Councilor Warner thought that would be a tremendous cost.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it would be the property owner’s cost for the larger line and the more expensive meter.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to amend Ordinance Chapter IV with the changes making the curb stop boxes the city’s responsibility.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the Ordinance Chapter IV Summary for Publication.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B. Jeff Taylor water service line

The council asked if there was any more information on this issue.  Administrator Woodruff said that she thought the water line broke on the street side of the curb box.  She stated that it would be the city’s responsibility with the ordinance change.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city paid for a similar repair to the newspaper’s water line.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to pay for the cost of repair at Jeff Taylor’s business.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Donovan.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 58-07-06 Recodification of Ordinance

Administrator Woodruff stated that the new quote includes the zoning ordinance.  The quote is per the number of pages.  Councilor Warner asked about the spacing.  He suggested that it could be single-spaced.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 58-07-06 approving recodification of ordinance.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Donovan.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 61-08-06 Election Judges

Administrator Woodruff stated that all of the people had been election judges before.  Councilor Johnson questioned if more were needed for the general election.  Administrator Woodruff stated that most of them would work a full shift.  This year an extra judge will be needed because of the machines.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 61-08-06 approving election judges for 2006.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Donovan.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.    

B. Resolution 62-08-06 Draw Request #3

Councilor Treanor asked if Engineer Coudron had approved this.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she would deduct half of the chloride cost from this request.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 62-08-06 approving draw request number three from Contractor’s Edge in the amount of $148,963.89.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Donovan.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 63-08-06 Repairs to Lift Station 
Administrator Woodruff stated that the flanges needed replacing so that the pumps could be calibrated.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew felt this was a good price.  Councilor Johnson asked if the flanges just went bad this year.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Tri-State was able to calibrate the pumps last year.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 63-08-06 approving repairs at lift station.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Donovan.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.  

D. Mail Box locations

Administrator Woodruff stated that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew had requested the clustering of mailboxes in the street construction area.  The local postmaster was not sure that he could regulate where people put their mailboxes.  He did not like the cluster on St. Andrew’s Court.  Councilor Treanor talked about his situation when his mailbox got moved.  Councilor Warner would rather see the mailboxes in front of each individual house.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew would like to see the mailboxes clustered all over town.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the council wanted her to look into this further because she didn’t think that the post office could enforce clustering.  Councilor Donovan felt that this issue should be between the property owner and the post office.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city has encouraged them to be clustered, until there was a situation where a resident didn’t want any more boxes on the boulevard.  Councilor Treanor felt that the city should stay out of this.  Administrator Woodruff said that she wouldn’t pursue this issue further.  

E. Sump Pump Line on Brian Court
Administrator Woodruff stated that this project costs more because the storm sewer has to go across both Eighth Ave SE and Brian Court.  Councilor Treanor stated that Brian Court has always had water issues.  Councilor Warner asked if this is a 50/50 cost share.  Councilor Johnson asked why the sump pump line would go only as far north as Cindy Dietz’s house.  Councilor Donovan thought that Cindy Dietz’s house was the high point and that the water falls the other way to the north of her property.  Councilor Donovan asked why the sump pump line would go across Eighth Ave.  There was a discussion of the location of the catch basin.  Councilor Donovan didn’t like cutting a trench through all of the driveways.  He expressed concern with up and down movement.  Councilor Johnson asked where these residents currently pump their water.  Councilor Donovan stated that the council should hold a public hearing to get the affected resident’s opinions.  Councilor Johnson asked how the sump pump lines had been handled in the past.  Administrator Woodruff stated the city has paid half of the cost on previous projects.  Councilor Donovan stated that he would like to see the water out of the street and gutter because of the deterioration that it causes.  Councilor Donovan asked if this is budgeted for every year.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it is.  Councilor Treanor asked how priority for these sump pump lines in other parts of town would be determined.  Administrator Woodruff pointed out other areas where sump pumps pump a lot of water.  She stated that the city would have to look at who pumps the most water.  Councilor Donovan thought there should be a second quote to do the work.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to set a public hearing for possible sump pump line installation and to get another bid by that time.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

F. SW Project
· Parking along Lincoln.  Administrator Woodruff stated this would be a change order.  The construction crew would be working in this area tomorrow and needed a final answer.  The council asked why this was being brought up again since they had said no at the last meeting.  Councilor Donovan stated that they could blacktop the parking area on Lincoln east of Central Ave for less money.  Councilor Johnson asked when Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew had talked to Jason about this.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew didn’t think the council had been given enough information at the previous meeting.

· Sanitary Sewer lines behind the right-of-way.  Administrator Woodruff expressed concern about the contractor replacing the sanitary sewer lines to the house.  She stated that Contractor’s Edge has been in contact with Sellers and Boening about subcontracting the work.  Administrator Woodruff talked about pulling that portion out of the project and rebidding it to local contractors.  Councilor Warner commented that Contractor’s Edge gets bogged down with the smaller details.  Councilor Donovan stated that they had used the large equipment to put in one of the service lines.  The homeowner was upset.  There was a discussion about the situation.  

· Driveway approach in park.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the council wanted the driveway approach put back in near the burm in the park or if they just preferred a curb cut.  She stated that Water Operator Johnson just wanted the curb cut.  Councilor Warner stated that he preferred an upright curb.  It was the consensus of the council to have no curb cut.  

· Driveways under 32 feet.  Administrator Woodruff asked how the council wanted to handle residents who wanted a driveway less than 32-feet.  She clarified that they wouldn’t get a rebate if they didn’t want the full approach.  

· Trees on the corner of Troendle and Third Ave SW.  Administrator Woodruff had pictures of the trees and asked which ones the council wanted removed.  Councilor Donovan thought that some of the trees that were marked weren’t ours.  There was a discussion about if the trees were in the right-of-way or on private property.  Councilor Donovan felt that the trees should just be trimmed unless it was absolutely necessary to remove them.  Councilor Treanor felt that it should first be determined if the trees are on city property.  Councilor Donovan stated that there should be survey stakes.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to Jason and find out which trees are on city property.  

G. Garfield Street
Administrator Woodruff stated there is a proposal to change the right-of-way from 66-feet to 50-feet.  Councilor Johnson asked why this is being proposed.  Councilor Warner stated that some of the properties have buildings close to the street; it is a short street that isn’t a thoroughfare; and utilities are not needed.  Administrator Woodruff stated that a sewer line was capped off and that the street could never be longer.  Councilor Warner stated that if it wasn’t for a couple of places that needed access to garages, the street could be vacated.  Councilor Johnson stated that the council deemed that the streets on the street project needed to be thirty-four and thirty-six feet wide with a sixty-six foot right-of-way.  Councilor Warner stated that there are some streets in town with a fifty-foot right-of-way.  Councilor Treanor asked if there were other instances where there is a garage on the property line.  Councilor Johnson asked about the advantage of reducing the right of way.  Councilor Donovan stated that it would be an advantage to the property owner.  Councilor Warner said that if a 34-foot wide street were put in, there would still be plenty of room if the right-of-way was reduced to 50-feet.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to set up a public hearing as soon as publications can take place.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

H. Sixth Ave to vacate
Administrator Woodruff explained that Dan Germo wants to build a house at an angle because the property drops off.  The garage would have a thirty-foot set back, but the other corner of the house would only be approximately ten feet from the right-of-way.  She asked if the council would vacate the street if the zoning board didn’t approve the permit as drawn.  Councilor Warner asked if a cul-de-sac would be made there.  Councilor Donovan expressed concern about vacating too many streets.  He felt that there might be more development in that area in the future.  Councilor Warner stated that the area would need to be re-platted if future development was to take place.  Administrator Woodruff felt that the zoning board would approve the permit.  Councilor Warner requested a detailed site plan of how things are going to fit on the property.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the zoning board would review it at the August 14th meeting.  Councilor Donovan said that he would be more in favor of reducing the right-of-way to fifty feet.  

Miscellaneous
Administrator Woodruff had received two requests for the property at 905 Silver Street East to be rezoned as commercial.  She stated that there is commercial property to the south of this.  Councilor Warner said that there needs to be a buffer between the zones.  He didn’t think that there would be enough room to build a commercial building and keep a buffer zone with the residential property to the west.  Councilor Warner also thought that Mn/DOT wouldn’t allow an access to the highway that close to the intersection.  It was the general consensus that this was not a good location for a commercial property due to the highway access near the intersection. 

Acting Mayor Treanor adjourned the meeting at 8:37 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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