  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday November 1, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton Fire Station.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Officer Honsey

Others present:  Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, Glen Coudron – Bolton & Menk, Chuck Beisner – Midwest Real Estate Services Inc., Dennis Partika, Lon Duncanson, Lauri Duncanson, Gerald Doering, Nancy Doering, Rob Stencel, Kim Stencel, Dick Kuball, Betty Boroski, Keith McCutchen, Ron Hummer, Bob Prescher, Cheri Landsteiner, Steve Landsteiner, Travis Shorter, John Pfeffer, Mark Schubbe, Vicky Schubbe, Lloyd Mitchell, Jon Klenk, Jane Klenk, Larry Caron, Steve Ertman, Kelly Johnson, Larry Johnson, Dale Behnke, Pam Behnke, Kevin Breiter, Lynn Breiter, Nancy Thompson, Jake Thompson, Bonnie Klein, Rose White and Matt Hawker.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Presentations – Visitor Presentation

Public Hearing 7:00 p.m.
Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:03 p.m.  Mayor Swanson welcomed everyone and explained the hearing format.  Engineer Coudron explained the project and Engineer Sarff explained the preliminary assessment roll.  Residents asked questions about the sanitary sewer and service lines.  Several residents expressed opposition to 36-foot streets.   There were several questions about the storm water.  Several residents asked that the interest rate be lower than 8%.  The council agreed to consider lowering the interest rate.  Residents also expressed concern about access issues to their houses.  The Third Ave SW residents expressed concern about the farm traffic destroying the blacktop road.  Some residents wanted their streets to remain gravel and were not in favor of the project.  Two residents felt that the assessments were too high and that people would be forced to leave that part of town because of the high assessments.  There was a discussion about the tonnage of the streets.  There was a question about how much the taxes would go up citywide to pay for the city’s share of the project.  Administrator Woodruff stated that for a $100,000 house, the taxes would go up approximately $104 per year for twenty years.  

Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing at 8:55 p.m.  After a short recess, the council meeting was reopened at 9:03 p.m.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson made a correction to the minutes.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 10/18/05

B)  Bills

C) Prosecution Billing

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Wastewater-Street Report

Adopt Agenda

Chuck Beisner was added under Visitor Presentations.

Resolution 76-11-05 was added as New Business item E.

Miscellaneous was moved to New Business item F.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Visitor Presentation

Chuck Beisner-Midwest Real Estate Services, Inc.

Mr. Beisner was present on behalf of Midwest Wireless to see if the city was interested in leasing land for a communications tower.  Several city owned properties were mentioned as possible sites.  It was the consensus of the council that Administrator Woodruff should be the contact person and to proceed with the process of selecting a site.

Old Business

A) Leaf Vac - Update
Administrator Woodruff passed around pictures of the leaf vac in operation.  She explained which streets have been done.  The machine is working well, but the process is very slow and it will take a long time to get all of the leaves picked up.  Next year a rotation schedule will be made so residents will have a better idea of when their leaves will be picked up.  Administrator Woodruff suggested getting some temporary help so that the leaf machine would be in operation for more hours than what was originally scheduled.  Councilor Warner noted that the streets need to be gone over several times because the leaves fall at different times.  Mayor Swanson had watched the machine in operation and was disappointed in the performance.  He wanted to make sure it was working properly and that it was being operated correctly.  Councilor Johnson stated that this needs to take priority over other projects.  She stated that there is a deadline to meet and that public works staff needs to be working on this rather than taking vacation time.  Councilor Treanor agreed.  There was a discussion about allowing vacation time during seasons where there is a heavy workload.  It was the consensus that this would be discussed further at a quarterly meeting.  Administrator Woodruff asked if people who are currently on the city payroll could help out with the leaf vacuuming.  It was the consensus of the council to allow police officers and bartenders to help get the leaves picked up.  

New Business

A) Resolution 75-11-05 ordering improvement and preparation of plans 
The council discussed the street width.  The council would still like to see the streets 36 feet wide.  It was the consensus of the council to hold a workshop with the Klein family to discuss the project since they own so much property in the project area.  Engineer Sarff expressed concern about assessment appeals.  He suggested getting a sampling of property appraisals.  There was a discussion about the storm water.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 75-11-05 ordering improvement and preparation of plans.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   

B) Waste Management Letter

Councilor Treanor stated that it isn’t uncommon for companies to add on a fuel surcharge.  Councilor Johnson felt that they could wait until the contract is up.  Mayor Swanson and Administrator Woodruff will attend a meeting with a representative from Waste Management.  

C) Health Insurance

Administrator Woodruff asked if the health insurance plan could be left as is for a couple of months because of a person who may choose to get on the new Medicare program.  Councilor Warner would like to see a $1,000, $2,000 or greater deductible.  Administrator Woodruff would like to propose a different system than what the city currently uses.  It was the consensus of the council to continue with the current plan for the remainder of the year.  

D) Ron Hartmann lot assessments

Ron Hartmann requested clarification if he would receive a storm sewer assessment for the lot that he recently purchased.  Councilor Warner stated that the two lots can’t technically be combined, but are in essence the same lot.  Administrator Woodruff stated that according to the policy that lots over 50 feet wide are assessed in the storm sewer district.  After some discussion, Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to deny the request to not be assessed for storm sewer and if he chooses to re-plot to make one lot, then he wouldn’t be assessed.  Councilors Treanor, Johnson and Donovan and Mayor Swanson voted in favor thereof.  Councilor Warner voted nay.  Motion carried.  

E) Resolution 76-11-05 SCDP Draw Request

Administrator Woodruff stated that they are working on commercial and residential applications.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 76-11-05 approving SCDP draw request in the amount of $7,979.32.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

F) Miscellaneous

· Councilor Donovan asked about the property at 317 Main Street East.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she had had an argument with the property owner.  She had written him a letter and invited him to attend the next council meeting.  Councilor Donovan suggested having a more active EDA and possibly hiring a consultant to help attract more businesses.  There was a discussion about the EDA and the JOBZ program.  

· There was another short discussion about the street project and the assessments.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 10:28 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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