CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday February 23, 2010

Members present:  Christian, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.      

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff,  

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger,   

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 2-9-10

B. Bills totaling  $89,152.42

C. Letter from Hickory Tech Cable

Staff Written Reports
 

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Donovan  moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Presentations

Unfinished Business

New Business

A. Introduce Melissa Anne – Chamber Coordinator  


Melissa Ann was unable to attend the meeting due to the weather.  Administrator Woodruff presented a proposal that the city pay the remaining 6 months of wages  they had approved last year to the chamber.  To allow them to use the south meeting room in the library for one year rent free.  She said that Melissa hopes in a year’s time to move in to a larger area on main street.  Councilor Donovan said he had no problem with letting her use the room in the library.  He did not think the council should approve the final 6 months payment until they review the budget cuts the city will receive.  Mayor Swanson said he disagreed.  He said the council had promised this funding for one year and felt the city should uphold that agreement.  He felt it was Mapleton’s own stimulus package to help local businesses.  Councilor Donovan said that the city had made other promises that they have had to go back on, including promises to employees.  It was the consensus of the council that the chamber coordinator be allowed to use the south room in the library basement rent free for one year. Councilor Donovan said that letting the chamber use the room in the library has some monetary value.  
B. Governor’s proposed LGA Cuts

Administrator Woodruff presented a packet from the League of Minnesota Cities regarding the Local Government Aid cuts the governor is proposing.  She said she was going to put together a questionnaire for the council to fill out.  This is  to get an idea of what items will be cut from the budget.  She asked all council members if they had any ideas for this questionnaire to give them to her this week.  It was expressed that all staff will need to give their ideas also.   At this time the additional LGA cut for the city of Mapleton is $91,353 in 2010.
C. Change of date for March council meetings

It was the consensus of the council to change the dates of the March council meetings to the second and fourth Tuesday of the month.  The March budget forecast will be presented on March 2 and this will give

time before the next council meeting to review what impact that forecast will make on the Mapleton budget.  

Miscellaneous

·   None 
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7: 41 p.m.    

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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