  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday June 21, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 


Others present:  Judd Schultz-MVAC

Consent Agenda

 There were comments on the positive letter to the Rescue Squad.

Councilor Johnson made a correction to the minutes.

Councilor Johnson questioned an item in the bills.  There was a discussion about bad checks.

Councilor Johnson commented on the gambling report.

Mayor Swanson commented on the Beautification report.  There was a discussion about the flower planters.

Mayor Swanson commented on the Liquor Store report.

Councilor Donovan commented on the water use report.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 6/07/05

B)  Bills

C) Zoning minutes and permits

D) Water usage report

E) May gambling report

F) Beautification Report

G) Resolution from Blue Earth County Mayors & Clerks Association

H) Letter to Mapleton Rescue Squad

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Police Report

E) Liquor Store Report

Adopt Agenda

Judd Schultz was added to Presentations.

Resolution 52-06-05 was added as New Business item G.

Resolution 53-06-05 was added as New Business item H.

Miscellaneous was added as New Business item I.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – visitor presentation

Judd Schultz-MVAC   

Jud Schultz reviewed with the council the grant agreement, policies and procedures and other information in the packet for the Small Cities Development Program.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 52-06-05 Residential antidisplacement and relocation assistance plan.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the Fair Housing Policy.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the commercial rehabilitation revolving loan fund policies and procedures.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 53-06-05 establishing policies and procedures for the administration of loans for the Small Cities Development Program.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to enter into the Grant Administration Contract with Minnesota Valley Action Council.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Old Business

A) Water and Sewer Resolution 38-05-05 

Administrator Woodruff talked about the city of Darwin survey.  According to the survey results, our rates are below average.  Administrator Woodruff expressed concern about the cost to correct the I & I issues.  Sewer rates may need to be increased.  The resolution was broken up into three parts.  

· Part One:  All Units will be charged a minimum billing.  Councilor Donovan asked about businesses with apartments above them.  Administrator Woodruff explained a current situation where there are three businesses in one building, but they all share the same bathroom.  In this case, there is only one sewer flat charged for the three businesses.  For the apartments upstairs, a sewer flat is charged for each apartment unit.  There was a discussion of each apartment as a unit.  Councilor Donovan asked about in home businesses.  There was a discussion about this.  It was the consensus to bill each unit separately, excluding home businesses.  

· Part Two:  Minimum water rate.   Councilor Treanor felt that the current rate was fine.  Councilor Johnson felt that those who use between 4,000 to 8,000 gallons are paying a premium for their water.  She felt that it would be fairer to everyone if the minimum were lowered.  Councilor Johnson also thought that it would promote water conservation.  Councilor Warner talked about the value of the water for fire protection.  Councilor Johnson stated that 35% of the population uses 6,000 gallons or less of water.  There was a discussion about the community home.  Councilor Donovan asked about the minimum for the second water meter.  There was discussion about the second meters.  It was the consensus of the council to lower the minimum rate to 6,000 gallons.  This includes the second meters.  The new rate will be $0.004283 per gallon. 

·  Part Three:  sewer flat rate.  Councilor Treanor felt that the current system was good.  Administrator Woodruff brought up a couple of situations where the billing customer is not hooked up to city water, but they are hooked to the city sanitary sewer.  In these instances they are charged two flat rates.  She used the Windmill Bar as an example.  Councilor Johnson felt that the Windmill should be billed for whatever the Liquor Store uses.  Councilor Treanor and Administrator Woodruff noted that the city’s sewer rates are a little low when compared to other cities.  Councilor Warner felt that there needed to be some sort of flat rate.  Councilor Johnson thought if there were a 6,000-gallon minimum sewer rate, no flat would be needed.  Councilor Johnson asked why there was a sewer flat rate.  Administrator Woodruff explained that it was set up many years ago.  The rate was significantly increased when the lagoons were upgraded.  Councilor Warner noted that the city needs to build a little extra into the sewer rate to that the city can pay for sewer upgrades and not have to assess as much of the cost.  Councilor Johnson was not comfortable with reducing the flat rate as long as the $66,000 was still coming out of the sewer fund to pay for the 1993 project.  Administrator Woodruff expressed concern about paying for the I & I problems.  Councilor Warner noted that the city will still need to pay for over sizing on the proposed street project for next year.  Councilor Johnson proposed setting a flat rate per unit and then leaving it at the same rate for a number of years.  Instead the city would just raise the pumping rate each year.  There was a discussion about the previous years audit report where the sewer fund showed a loss.  Councilor Donovan asked for an explanation of the $66,000.  It was the consensus of the council to set the flat rate at $24.  

· It was the consensus of the council to start these new rates for the third quarter 2005 billing.  

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 38-05-05 accepting water and sewer rates effective third quarter 2005.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

B) Review of Sump Pump ordinance

Administrator Woodruff requested the council clarify some items in the sanitary sewer ordinance.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the council if they wanted to continue to allow sump pumps to discharge into the sanitary sewer in the winter.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the first year there were 20 permits and this past year there were only 4.  She feels that people either aren’t removing the sump pumps from the sanitary sewer in the summer or they aren’t getting the permit.  The council discussed fining those who don’t fill out the permit or switch back.  Mayor Swanson expressed concern about the sump pump discharge freezing in the winter.  Councilor Donovan talked about his drain field tile system.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the council was going to pay a portion for installing sump pump tile lines.  The water discharged from the sump pumps creates a mosquito breeding area.  It was the consensus of the council to pay half of the cost to install a boulevard collector pipe for sump pumps.  The council asked questions about how large and deep the boulevard collector pipe needs to be.  Administrator Woodruff will find this out.  Councilor Warner felt that there should be substantial fines for those who still have the sump pumps connected to the sanitary sewer.  The council discussed the proposed change to 404.05.  It was the consensus of the council to have sump pumps disconnected from the sanitary sewer within 30 days of notification of the violation.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the city of Hanska had 40 sump pump discharges that had been pulled from the sanitary sewer.  As a result, the pumping dropped 40-60% at the sewage treatment facility.  It was also the consensus of the council to have roof drains and foundation drains disconnected from the sanitary sewer within 30 day of notification.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Deputy Clerk Olsen has worked on the rest of the water and sewer ordinance.  Administrator Woodruff will have the full ordinance for approval at the next council meeting.  

C) Resolution 51-06-05 Amending Report on Improvement

Councilor Donovan asked if this was just for the water main on Lincoln west of Third Ave SW, or if the street was going to be paved also.  Councilor Warner stated that subdivisions need to be completed.  This would eliminate the argument over who is going to pay for chloride.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 51-06-05 Ordering preparation of report on improvement for Main Street NW west from Second Ave NW and Lincoln Street SW west from Third Ave SW.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A) Resolution 49-06-05 Hiring I & I Inspector

Administrator Woodruff talked to Lee Ek about the position.  He agreed to do the re-inspections.  Administrator Woodruff stated that $12 per hour is about a three percent per year increase from what he was paid in 1997.  She is currently updating the spreadsheet with the names of the current occupants.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 49-06-05 hiring Lee Ek as the I and I Inspector at a rate of $12 per hour.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Resolution 50-06-05 Supporting Rural Renaissance Act  

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  He explained that the Blue Earth County Mayors and Clerks Association had voted in support of this resolution.  The council discussed the benefits of Senator Norm Coleman’s initiative.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 50-06-05 supporting the Rural Renaissance Act.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C) Request for council action-dust control
Mayor Swanson read the request from Stan Solie asking the city to pay for half of the cost for Dust Control for Elm Street.  It was the consensus of the council to deny this request since the request was made after April 1st.  

D) Newsletter 

Mayor Swanson passed along a compliment that he had received about the city’s website.  He had received complements about the newsletter also.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the clean-up day is set for September 16, 2005.  Mayor Swanson asked about the leaf machine.  Councilor Warner recommended listing the council member and planning and zoning board members in the newsletter.  Councilor Johnson had some corrections.  Councilor Johnson felt that a personal thank you should be sent to Serteen for all of their hard work putting up the playground equipment.  

E) Museum-nothing enclosed

Administrator Woodruff stated that someone had approached her about starting a museum to preserve Mapleton’s History.  She asked if the council was willing to pursue this possibility.  There would be maintenance expenses if it is city owned.  It was the consensus of the council to proceed looking into starting a museum. 

F) Yard of the Month

Ron and Mary Hartmann were chosen as the July Yard of the Month winners.

G) Resolution 52-06-05 Residential Antidisplacement & Relocation Assistance Plan

Approved earlier during Judd Schultz’s presentation.

H) Resolution 53-06-05 Establishing Policies & Procedures for the Small Cities Development Program

Approved earlier during Judd Schultz’s presentation.

I) Miscellaneous

· Playground Park Equipment.  Mayor Swanson, Dan Kraft, Serteen, Karl Klein and Larry Johnson all worked very hard to install the playground equipment.  Mayor Swanson talked about the project.  The wood fiber will be spread on Friday.  Mayor Swanson said there will be a dedication ceremony when the work in completed.

· Councilor Donovan asked about the ordinance for people living in Main Street building storefronts.  Administrator Woodruff said that they need a conditional use permit.  It is allowed if there is a connection with the business in the front.  Administrator Woodruff will look into this further.

· Councilor Donovan noted that a camper is still parked on the boulevard at 202 Second Ave SE.  Administrator Woodruff said that she had spoken to the owner about this.  She will mention it to the owner again.

· Mayor Swanson stated that a vehicle that is for sale was parked in the boulevard at 305 Troendle St SE.  He felt this was causing a traffic hazard.

· Mayor Swanson felt that vehicles that were parked close to the corner at 108 Sixth Ave SE were causing a traffic hazard.

· Mayor Swanson stated that he had received a complaint about the two stop signs on Borchart.  Administrator Woodruff noted that she had received one thank-you for the stop signs.

· Councilor Johnson asked if the council was going to get any information about how Town and Country Days went.  It was the consensus to see if a Town and Country Day representative would attend a council meeting to present a wrap up report.  Councilor Donovan noted that there was still some minor clean up needed around town.  He said there are still some banners up and there is a tent by the fire station.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:57 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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