CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday July 17, 2007

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen   

Others present:  Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk and Alan Albrecht-St. John’s Lutheran Church.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A) Minutes 

B) Bills 

C) Zoning minutes and permits

D) YTD interest summary 

Staff Report
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street and Water/Park 

Adopt Agenda

Solicitor’s license was added to New Business item D.

Yard of the Month was added as New Business item E.

U.S. Cable was added as New Business item F.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Old Business

a. First Ave NW

Engineer Coudron presented the plans and specifications for the First Avenue NW project and adjacent alley between the churches.  Engineer Coudron explained the sidewalk situation on the east side of the street and alley.  He also discussed issues relating to the alley and church parking lot.  There was a discussion about two boulevard trees in front of St. Teresa’s property.  Engineer Coudron and Administrator Woodruff talked about how the parking wings in the alley would be bid.  The council discussed the specifications for the alley.  It was the consensus of the council to reduce the sand section and increase the aggregate section in the alley and parking wings.  The council discussed frustration with Xcel Energy for not setting a time line to move the poles.  The council discussed options for construction and bidding schedules depending on the poles being moved.  Administrator Woodruff will call Xcel and explain that the city would like to bid the project, but that the city cannot bid the project without a timeline from Xcel.  It was the consensus of the council to also send a letter to Xcel.  The council agreed to move a light in the alley.  The council decided to put the final wear course lift of blacktop on next spring.  Mr. Albrecht asked if there was a way to get a cost estimate on the parking wings.  Mr. Albrecht mentioned that the churches were considering installing smaller lights near the sidewalk along both sides of the alley.  

b. Street project-bills to be paid

Administrator Woodruff mentioned that Paul Sellers has not yet been paid for work he did last year for Contractor’s Edge.  Mr. Sellers submitted another bill to Contractor’s Edge.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the city would pay Mr. Sellers and subtract the amount off of the next payment to Contractor’s Edge.  Administrator Woodruff talked about the issues with Mr. Behnke’s sod and repair of the water service.  Councilor Etherington expressed frustration with the project.  The final date was July 13, 2007 and their equipment is still on site.  

c. Restaurant update

Administrator Woodruff reported that there were 60 names submitted for the restaurant.  Eagles on Main was selected as the winner.  There will be coffee with the Mayor on July 30th for the coffee shop opening.  Councilor Etherington asked about the bills for the restaurant.  There was a discussion about the plumbing expenses of the restaurant.  Administrator Woodruff has talked to the attorney about the plumbing bill.  Councilor Etherington asked about city staff’s wages when working at the restaurant.  

New Business

A.  Resolution 59-7-07 approving plans and specs and ordering advertisement for bids 

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 59-07-07 approving plans and specifications and ordering advertisement for bids.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
B. Bev Raimann complaint 

Mayor Swanson read the prepared information in the council packet.  Mayor Swanson noted that there are two new houses on Sixth Ave NE that are contributing to more traffic on the street.  Mayor Swanson suggested calling Mrs. Raiman and letting her know that Police Chief Honsey has looked at the situation and inform her of the dust control policy.  Councilor Etherington stated that the stop signs on Borchert Road are not enforced.  

C. Grain Sources LLC-conditional use permit 

Grain Sources LLC is a local collaboration between area businesses people. This group includes Duncanson Growers, Protein Sources, and Mapleton Elevator.  They have applied for a conditional use permit with Blue Earth County.  The plan is for them to have a grain pile 1 to 1 1/2 miles west of town, near Hwy 30.  The plan of the future is to eventually have a grain elevator with dryers.  There is not fertilizer planned at this time but it is in the conditional use permit.  They could include anhydrous as one of the fertilizers.  They do not foresee an increase in truck traffic.  This will be a storage facility for farmers.  They have asked that the Mapleton Fire Department also review this collaboration.  The Fire Department board reviewed this at its Fire Department Quarterly meeting on 7/12/07.  Councilor Donovan reported that the fire department sees this as a non-issue.    

D. Solicitor’s License 

The council reviewed the solicitor license of Mark Galloway.  Police Chief Honsey approved the permit based on his background investigation.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the solicitor’s license for Mark Galloway.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    
E. Yard of the Month

Gary and Jackie Sohre were selected as the August Yard of the Month winners.  

F.  U. S. Cable

Councilor Treanor expressed his frustration with cable reception issues.  He requested a representative from U.S. Cable attend a council meeting to outline their plan for how they plan to keep the system up to date and fix the reception issues.  It was the consensus of the council to ask Hickory Tech to attend a council meeting to give us a plan for providing cable service through the phone line.  Mayor Swanson would also like U.S. Cable to explain why the rates increase and the reception decreases.    

Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff presented a facility committee update.  The committee is exploring options for the city shop and police department.  Councilor Donovan talked about remodeling work at the fire hall.  
· Administrator Woodruff reported that there would be pig races at the Child Care Center’s Hog Wild fundraiser.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:22 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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