  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday October 4, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen

Others present:  Rolin Sinn – MNDOT, Nathan Denn – college student

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda

There was a discussion about the Town Meeting Initiative.  

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 9/20/05

B)  Bills

C) Letter to Excel

D) Town Meeting Initiative Update

E) Insurance reimbursement-power surge at filter plant

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Police report

Adopt Agenda

Curb Painting by Dietz’s was added to Miscellaneous.

Councilor Donovan requested the council revisit the Addressing Ordinance.  It was added as Old Business item B.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – visitor presentation

MNDOT – Rolin Sinn

Mr. Sinn wanted to touch base with the council about the proposed Highway 30 project.  This project has been approved for funding in fiscal year 2010.  The council discussed some special issues.  Mr. Sinn stated that Mn/DOT has started the formal review of the project.  He expects to have a concept layout for the council sometime in November.  The council thanked him for attending.  

Mayor Swanson asked if a committee needs to be appointed for this project.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there would be a workshop scheduled with Public Works personal and the council.  Councilor Johnson felt that Administrator Woodruff should be the contact person with Mn/DOT.  

Old Business

A) SW Street Project Information and Assessment Questions
Administrator Woodruff pointed out the estimated market value of the properties affected by the proposed street project.  She stated that the council needs to keep these property values in mind as they consider this project.  The council needs to consider if the assessments raise the property values the assessed amount.  The council reviewed the spreadsheets of the proposed assessments.  The engineers and Administrator Woodruff are very concerned about protests since these assessments are quite high.  The city engineers recommended that either the residents pay 100% of the curb and gutter and 50% of the street or else a maximum assessment cap be set.  Administrator Woodruff showed the council the comparison of the assessments at 100% and 50% property owner cost.  All of Larry Caron’s property would be assessed 100% for the street since he doesn’t currently have any street.  The rest of the property owners currently have a street.  Councilor Warner objected to the council changing the assessment policy.  He felt that this would be too big of a cut.  Administrator Woodruff argued that if the city assesses 100%, the city would get protests.  The council discussed the 50% street assessment option.    Administrator Woodruff stated that the 50% street assessment option would fit into the current policy.  This could be considered reconstruction rather than a new construction.  There was a discussion about the 1993 project.  There was a discussion as to how the city portion would be funded.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city would also be bonding for Larry Caron’s project.  The city would be reimbursed when the property assessment are paid.  Councilor Warner expressed objections to how high the taxes would be raised with this project and the Highway 30 project.  Councilor Treanor stated that the southwest part of town has been neglected for a long time.  Councilor Donovan expressed concern about accessibility to these homes for emergency vehicles during the project.  Administrator Woodruff asked the council if they wanted to keep the assessments at 8% interest.  Councilors Treanor and Johnson suggested that the interest rate be prime plus a percent.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she did not put utilities into Klein’s pond.  She was also not charging the park costs to property owners.  The council discussed how long to defer assessments for undeveloped property.  It was the consensus of the council to defer assessment for three years.  It was the consensus of the council to do the 100% curb and gutter and 50% street assessments.  Councilor Warner felt that property owners should know what their assessments would have been if the street assessment wouldn’t have been changed to 50%.  Councilor Johnson stated that compared to the 2001 assessments, these aren’t much bigger.  

B) Addressing Ordinance

Councilor Donovan stated that most people have three-inch numbers on their houses.  He did not feel that all of these people should have to get new numbers.  Councilor Warner suggested grandfathering in the existing numbers.  Councilor Donovan stated that three inch numbers are more readily available in stores than four-inch numbers.  Councilor Warner suggested that people can keep their three-inch numbers, but the city recommends four-inch numbers.  Councilor Johnson felt that the biggest issue was that the numbers are a contrasting color so that they are easier to see.  

New Business

A) New Evaluation form and procedure
Administrator Woodruff stated that last year’s evaluation process was very complicated.  This form is much simpler.  She recommended that Mayor Swanson, herself and the employee fill out the form and review it at a quarterly meeting.  The council would receive a summary at the end.  It was the consensus of the council that this process was ok.  Administrator Woodruff hoped to have the evaluations done by the end of October.  

B) Resolution 73-10-05 Cleaning and Televising Sewer Lines  

The council reviewed the two quotes.  Councilor Johnson asked where this was going to be done.  Administrator Woodruff passed around a map.  Councilor Donovan asked if the manhole on Eighth Avenue was done yet.  Administrator Woodruff stated that both companies have done work here before.  There were questions about what the additional cleaning was.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 73-10-05 to hire Visu-Sewer Clean & Seal to televise and clean the sewer lines. Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C) Fire Department Pager

Mayor Swanson read the request.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Fire Chief Samuelson requested the city pay for the cost of a pager, which is approximately $400.  Councilor Donovan relayed to the council the conversation that he had with Ben Froehlich.  The council discussed setting a precedent for damaged personal property.  The council discussed that Mr. Froehlich should have been using a city pager since he no longer used the radio for work.  Mayor Swanson felt that the fire department should have a disclaimer for fire department members about damaged personal equipment.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to deny the request for paying for a new pager for Ben Froehlich.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D) Miscellaneous

· Dietz Foods requested that the curb on the west side of First Ave NE from the alley south to the driveway be painted yellow.  It is difficult for their delivery trucks to get in and out if there is a vehicle parked in that spot.  The council discussed how many feet this is.  The council expressed concern about the wishes of the new owner of the Touches building.  It was the consensus of the council to deny the request at this time.

· Councilor Johnson had heard that the people who rent the apartment above the post office are parking on the street next to Northwest Gas.  She asked where are they supposed to park and expressed concern about the winter parking situation.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the property owner needs to provide off-street parking for his renters.  

· Councilor Donovan stated that there is junk piling up next to the building at 317 Main Street East.  Councilor Warner stated that there is also a lot of gravel on the sidewalk at that address.  Councilor Warner also stated that they didn’t clean their sidewalks very well last year and never did shovel the corner.  

· Administrator Woodruff reported that the leaf machine should be in next week.

· Councilor Donovan asked if the recorder for the police car has arrived yet.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she has not heard when it will arrive.  

· Administrator Woodruff stated that there have been a lot of insurance claims recently.  She listed them for the council’s information.  

· Councilor Johnson asked about the light on the north side of city hall that exploded.  A discussion followed.  

· Councilor Donovan stated that a resident on Main Street West had requested more gravel.  The gravel had washed down the hill after the last large rain.  

· Councilor Johnson expressed concern about larger vehicles being able to park in the new parking lot on Lincoln near Heritage Park.  It was the consensus of the council that eighteen feet is sufficient depth and that the vehicles don’t have to be completely off of the street.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:06 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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