  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday July 20, 2004

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Cox, Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen and Police Chief Swartz.

Others present:  Orval Gartner, Coleen Lindeman, Cheri Landsteiner, Steve Landsteiner and Ron Hartmann.

Adopt Agenda

Orval Gartner was added to Presentations, Petitions and Requests.

New business items H through M were added.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.   Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson questioned the Liquor Store advertising bills.  She requested a copy of the ads and how much each one cost.

Councilor Johnson made a correction to the zoning minutes.

Mayor Swanson asked about the Jeff Soma building permit.  There was a discussion about the permit.

Mayor Swanson had a question about the quarterly prosecution billing.

Councilor Johnson requested a copy of the rest of the gambling report.  A summary was included in the consent agenda.

Councilor Cox asked if Administrator Woodruff had heard anything back from the legislators or Governor about the LGA resolution that was sent to them.  Administrator Woodruff had not heard back from any of them.

Councilor Cox asked is there had been any inquiries about the generator that is being sold.  Administrator Woodruff replied she had not heard from anyone.

Mayor Swanson commended Water Operator Johnson for the good job he does in Heritage Park.  

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A) 
Minutes –7-06-04

B) 
Bills   

C) 
Zoning minutes and building permits

D)
Charitable Gambling Report - June

E)
League letter on LGA

F)
MN Dept of Health letter

G)
Water pumping report - June

H)
Quarterly Prosecution billing

I)
Ad for generator

J)
DNR inspection of park

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Store Report

Presentations, Petitions and Requests

Orval Gartner

Orval Gartner is planning on building two dry manure storage buildings within two miles of the city.  Mr. Gartner explained his project.  He needed to inform the City Council of this construction since it is within two miles of the city limits.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 46-7-04 approving the request from Orval Gartner.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Ron Hartmann – T&C Report

Cheri Landstiener presented the Town and Country Days financial report.  Ron Hartman had submitted a report that was included in the council packet.  He stated that the committee plans on having all of the same activities next year.  Coleen Lindeman requested some information from the city that the committee needs for becoming a 501(c)3 corporation.  Mrs. Lindeman also asked if the city would be willing to move picnic tables/benches, provide barricades and make copies as they have in the past.  It was the consensus of the council to continue to do these things in the future.  Councilor Johnson asked about the tractor pull.  Mr. Hartmann asked if the city would continue to hold their money until they become incorporated.  It was the consensus to grant this request also.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for their reports.  

Councilor Cox had a question about the Chamber of Commerce Gambling Booth rent.  A discussion about this ensued.  

Old Business  

Recodification – Burning permit

Administrator Woodruff presented the revisions to the burning permit ordinance.  Councilor Warner asked if the penalty is in addition to a fire call fee.  Administrator Woodruff said that it was.  It was the consensus of the council that this ordinance looks acceptable.  

New Business

a) Troendle and 8th Avenue SE

Mayor Swanson passed around pictures of the intersection.  There was a discussion about the two proposals.  Councilor Warner questioned if three inches of class five under the concrete is enough gravel.  Councilors Johnson and Warner expressed concern about how the water is going to drain.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 47-7-04 authorizing Sellers Construction to repair the intersection of Troendle and 8th Ave SE for $5,800 not including blacktop patching.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Administrator Woodruff stated it was discussed during the quarterly to do some repair to 2nd Ave SE and Troendle.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew would like to see the area repaired before it is seal coated.  Otherwise he recommended not seal coating until after this is repaired.  Councilor Cox drove all of the southeast avenues and noted that this is not the only place where there has been settling.  Administrator Woodruff had planned to discuss this at the budget meeting.  Councilor Warner felt that if there is a lot of concern or a large enough area, that it might be worthwhile to involve the engineer.  It was the consensus of the council to seal coat the area and to put this on the list of areas that need attention.  

b) Property Stakes   
Administrator Woodruff stated that none of the cities that she had contacted have a disclaimer.  Administrator Woodruff noted that two people asked to borrow the metal detector in the last week.  It was the consensus of the council to not allow anyone to rent the metal detector.  There was a discussion if this should be a policy or to amend the zoning ordinance.  There was a discussion of the areas where there are no property stakes.  It was the consensus of the council that the city won’t locate the property stakes for sale of a property.  In this case the property owners would need to have it professionally surveyed.  Councilor Johnson felt the disclaimer should have a line for the reason of the request.  Administrator Woodruff will make the change to the form, put the information in a policy form and bring it back to the council for approval.

c) Leaf Collector
Councilor Treanor had talked to some people from Mankato and they stated that purchasing a leaf collector was the best thing Mankato had ever done.  Administrator Woodruff noted that it would take a lot of man-hours to run it.  Councilor Cox asked where it would be stored.  Administrator Woodruff said things could be rearranged in the shed.  The council discussed how this would be a real positive thing for the residents.  Administrator Woodruff noted that there is money in the refuse budget to pay for it.  Councilor Cox felt this would help save on the storm sewer.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the council was willing to rent it out to other cities.  Councilors Cox and Warner were not in favor of doing that at this time.  Administrator Woodruff will get some more information about it and try to get more quotes.  

d) Municipal Phosphorus Agreement
Administrator Woodruff stated that this had been discussed at a Mayor/Clerk meeting.  MPCA wants all cities to gin on.  It was the consensus at the Mayor/Clerk meeting to not sign up at this time.  Mapleton does not have a phosphorus problem.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she just needed to present this to the council.  It was the consensus of the council to wait on signing up matters are clearer.  It was the consensus that the laws regulating phosphorus management will probably change in the future.

e) Resolution 45-7-04 Park Board Member   
Administrator Woodruff noted that one member moved away, so there is one vacancy on the park board.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 45-7-04 approving Erik Olsen as a new park board member.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

f) Request for Council Action – table and chairs on sidewalk   

Mayor Swanson and Councilor Warner talked about what Michael Kimball is doing at “The Well”.  Michael Kimball had requested he be allowed to leave three or four tables and chairs on the sidewalk in front of his youth center or in the portion of the sidewalk that is wider at the corner.  There will still be a walkway for pedestrians.  There was a discussion of the tables and chairs being stolen or used to break windows on Main Street.  Councilor Johnson felt people shouldn’t be lounging on Main Street.  It was the consensus of the council to not allow this.

There was a discussion of the Hardware Store and the pallets of salt that are now located on the sidewalk in front of their building.  It was the consensus of the council that these items need to be moved into the inside of the Hardware Store’s gated area.  

g) Yard of the Month – August selection

The Yard of the Month sign has been stolen.  It was the consensus of the council that it will probably show up, but that it wouldn’t hurt to have a second one.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 48-7-04 purchasing a new Yard of the Month sign without the yellow award for $117.68.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Dale Behnke was drawn as the August Yard of the Month winner.  

h) Resolution 46-7-04 Orval Gartner Request

Approved under presentations, petitions and requests.

i) Library Internet Policy

Administrator Woodruff stated that the Blue Earth County Library System’s internet policy would now be posted at the Library due to a recent incident with a person looking at inappropriate material on the internet.  The individual has been banned from the Library for a month.  If this individual does show up and refuses to leave, the police will be called and the person charged with trespassing.  The Police Chief and Administrator Woodruff met with the Library Director and Librarian Klein about this issue.  It was the consensus of the council that obscene or harmful material should not be allowed to be viewed at the Library.

j) False Alarm Billing

Superintendent Gilman requested that the school not be charged for a false alarm call if it is when a patrol officer is punched in on duty.   Councilors Treanor and Cox both felt that the school has a problem securing their building and that they should be billed the $50 whether an officer is on duty or not.  Mayor Swanson felt the compromise to not bill the school when an officer is on duty was reasonable.  Police Chief Swartz agreed with Mayor Swanson.  There was discussion back and forth about these two opinions.  The school also wants the police department to have a key to the school.  The police Department and the council do not feel the police need to have a key.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to continue to charge for false alarms as per the current policy.  Councilors Treanor, Johnson and Cox voted in favor.  Councilor Warner and Mayor Swanson voted against.  Motion carried.

k) Budget Workshop

It was the consensus of the council to hold a budget workshop on August 10, 2004.  

l) Miscellaneous questions for the Council

· Administrator Woodruff asked if Dale Behnke could bring his shed into his property through Heritage Park if it is dry.  It is the consensus of the council to allow this.

· Ron Hartmann asked permission to put wood chips in the west and south boulevards near Mapleton Drug.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the council to allow rock, but not wood chips since wood chips do not stay in place very well.

· Bob Prescher requested that construction vehicles not be allowed to drive on his street.  It was the consensus of the council that this would be difficult to control.  It was the consensus of the council to not grant this request.

· Councilor Warner noted that there is still a mess on the sidewalk near Mapleton Agency.  He also expressed concern that the plywood is not a suitable cover for the stairs.  Administrator Woodruff will send them another letter.

· Councilor Cox noted that Madeline Dobie’s yard is a mess.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the bank that now owns the property has hired someone to take care of the yard.

· Councilors Warner and Cox noted that Dan Strehlo has had a trailer/camper and boat parked in the street for a long time.  They also noted that he has a pile of shingles and a pile of dirt in his yard.

· Councilor Johnson asked if a building permit was approved for a shed south of Motel 22.  There was a discussion as to whom the shed might belong to.

· Councilor Johnson asked how far the proposed Highway 30 project would extend through town.  She also asked where the water main is located on the west end of Highway 30.  There was a discussion about having water service at Union Cemetery.  The cemetery board would need to make a request to the city to install a water line to their property.  Administrator Woodruff noted that City Engineer Glenn Coudron is working on the Highway 30 project.  Administrator Woodruff had asked for preliminary figures by the budget workshop.  There was a discussion that if Highway 30 is torn up enough, it might be a good time to also replace the water main there.  

m) COG Workshop  

Mayor Swanson passed around brochures about a workshop on talking with the media.  He encouraged council members to attend it.  Administrator Woodruff will plan on attending it.  No council people are available to attend the workshop.

Mayor Swanson passed around a thank you note from Decoria Cemetery for the use of the park shelter for a recent meeting that was held there.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:27 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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