CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, March 21, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson. 

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Kari Ek

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

*Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson questioned one bill.

Councilor Johnson complemented Deputy Clerk Olsen on the re-written minutes.

Councilor Johnson recommended that Steve Current receive a certificate for his years on the Zoning Board.  Administrator Woodruff stated that one had already been made.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

*A) 
Minutes –02/21/06 and 3/8/06 

*B) 
Bills   

*C)    
Steve Current resignation from Zoning Board

*D)
Water pumping report for February

*E)       Gambling Report-February

*F)
 Housing Plan updated by Lisa Graphenteen


Staff Reports   

*1
 Administration reports 

*2
 Water –Park Report – 

*3
 Wastewater – Street Report –

*4          Liquor Store Report –

*5          Police Report

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 21-03-06 SCDP Draw Request #4 was added as New Business item F.

Resolution 22-03-06 Curling Club set up license was added as New Business item G.

Newsletter was added as New Business item H.

Miscellaneous was moved to New Business item I.

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Presentations- visitor presentation

Kari Ek – Stop sign request- Smith and 5th Ave NE  

Kari Ek proposed that the city place stop signs along Smith Street on the east and west side of the Fifth Ave intersection and the north side of the Third Ave intersection.  Councilors Johnson and Warner thought that this was a reasonable request.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew felt that since the other east/west roads in town have yield signs, that Smith Street should be consistent with them.  Councilor Warner stated that he nearly had accidents at the corner of Smith and Fifth also because of people not yielding.  The council discussed the reduced vision at the intersections.  Councilor Donovan asked for police and neighbors opinions.  Administrator Woodruff has not heard anything from anyone.  Councilor Johnson asked about where to best place the stop signs relative to kids crossing the intersection.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to accept the stop sign proposal as recommended.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  Mayor Swanson thanked Miss Ek for coming.

Old Business  

A. Sanitary Sewer Ordinance revisions

Administrator Woodruff had made the changes that had previously been discussed.  Televising will begin next week.  Some technical corrections were made.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt an ordinance amending ordinance No.# 404.01-404.06.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B. Snow removal on sidewalks

Administrator Woodruff didn’t include any ordinance revisions in the packet.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew didn’t feel that the city would be able to get Sellers Construction to do any better job on the snow removal.  Water Operator Johnson felt that the work Sellers did was fine because the sidewalks are so uneven.  Mayor Swanson asked that the snow removal contractors do the best job that they can and that the city needs to be reasonable about this.  Councilor Warner stated that some residents don’t even attempt to remove the snow from their sidewalks.  Administrator Woodruff asked if she should have the revisions of giving residents 36 hours to remove the snow and sending out reminder postcards in the fall prepared for the next meeting.  

New Business

A. Resolution 18-03-06 Service Agreement  

Administrator Woodruff noted a technical change to the resolution.  Councilor Donovan stated that the proposal stated it was for Pioneer Bank, not the city.  Administrator Woodruff assumed that it was a typo and would get a correction before she signed it.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city has never had an agreement for regular service on the furnaces and air conditioners before.  Schwickerts recommended that this would be better for the city rather than calling in when the equipment stops working.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 18-03-06 approving service agreement contract with Schwickerts at city buildings.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

B. Resolution 19-03-06 Water Tower Cleaning


Councilor Johnson asked what Water Supervisor Johnson had asked the bidders to submit because it was difficult to compare the bids.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Maguire Iron and Water Tower Clean and Coat were similar and that Liquid Engineering was different because they didn’t drain the tower.  Councilor Johnson stated that the bidders didn’t specify if they power washed the inside of the tower, just that they removed the sediment.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Maguire Iron had done the cleaning for the past ten years.  Councilor Warner asked if Water Tower Clean and Coat does repairs since it wasn’t mentioned in their bid.  There was a discussion as to whether 250MG meant million gallons or was just a typo.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table Resolution 19-03-06 for more information.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Mayor Swanson asked for a copy of what Water Operator Johnson asks the contractors for.  Councilor Johnson would like the bid to be similar to the refuse contract.  

C. Resolution 20-03-06 Fire Department Equipment needs

Councilor Warner stated that he was in favor of the radios, but didn’t understand the request for the universal fitting for the SCBA equipment.  Councilor Donovan stated that he had spoken to Chief Samuelson about this, but still didn’t understand the request.  The article provided was not clear.  The council wasn’t against the SCBA request, but they wanted more information.  Administrator Woodruff recommended passing the radio portion of the resolution.  She will ask Chief Samuelson to attend the next council meeting.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 20-03-06 approving purchase of radios for the fire department.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
D. Police Department update 

Administrator Woodruff stated that starting Monday the police would start a day/night rotation again.  This hasn’t been done for a year.  

E. Zoning Minutes and permits  -review


Administrator Woodruff asked the council for their opinion regarding the permit for 102 First Ave SE.  The house is currently eight feet from the property line and wants to add on to the south so the addition would be flush with the front of the house.  There was a disagreement at the zoning meeting about this.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there was a house on Troendle that the council allowed to be closer that 30-feet, but the council made them go back some.  Councilor Warner stated that he would be willing to allow a little closer than 30-foot setback depending on the layout of the rooms inside.  There was a discussion of how much set back there was for the other houses on that block.  Councilor Warner explained how the old ordinance used to address front setbacks.  Councilor Donovan asked for clarification if the 30-foot setback didn’t include steps or a deck that has a roof.  Administrator Woodruff stated that if the house isn’t 30-feet back, there could be a six-foot deck.  Administrator Woodruff explained that this situation is not a hardship because there is room in the backyard for an addition.  Questions were raised about the measurement to the south property line.  It was the consensus not to allow the addition at the current eight-foot setback.  The council would like to see the floor plan.  Mayor Swanson asked what other cities allow.  Administrator Woodruff hadn’t checked on that yet.  Mayor Swanson asked about Steve Landsteiner walking out of the meeting.  Administrator Woodruff explained that he was very upset about some issues.  Councilor Warner stated that he would like to see more restrictions about moved in houses.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the subdivision did not have any covenants.  Councilor Johnson stated that she could understand that bringing in a house causes some concern, but that the Main Street houses look nice.  Councilor Treanor explained that the house meets all of the criteria and that it will be sided, shingled and have a garage added on to it.  He felt that it would fit nicely between the two abutting properties.  The council discussed that the house would fit in with the older existing houses in the neighborhood.  Administrator Woodruff will check on the laws to see what could be done about moved in houses.  Councilor Johnson felt that the house was abiding by the ordinance and that Mr. Landsteiner was expressing personal feelings.  Councilor Treanor stated that there was a heated discussion about the State Building Code at the zoning meeting.  The council discussed that Mr. Landsteiner was the only member on both the Zoning Board and Council that was in favor of it.  Councilor Warner stated that he would only be in favor of the State Building Code if it were approved by a ballot election.  The council discussed the contractor’s work quality standards.  Councilor Johnson stated that she would like to hear from Steve Landsteiner good reasons as to why the council is wrong in this decision.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve the zoning minutes from March 13, 2006.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

F. Resolution 21-03-06 SCDP Draw Request #4

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 21-03-06 approving the SCDP draw request #4.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

G. Resolution 22-03-06 Curling Club Set up License

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 22-03-06 approving set up license renewal for the Heather Curling Club.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
H. Newsletter

Administrator Woodruff had asked Town and Country Days to submit something for the newsletter and that she hadn’t received it yet.  Councilor Johnson stated that there were lots of good tidbits for spring and summer.  Councilor Johnson asked about the time frame for mowing one’s lawn.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the ordinance currently says 10 days, but that the ordinance would need to be changed.  Councilor Donovan suggested that specifics about the lawn mowing shouldn’t be listed if the ordinance would be changed.  It was the consensus of the council to put in a general weed notice.  

I. Misc.

· Administrator Woodruff stated that Travis Shorter had called to express concern about the discrepancy with his foundation drains when the previous owners sold the house to him.  Mr. Shorter had asked how much he would have to pay because the city couldn’t prove that the foundation drains were connected to the sanitary sewer.  Mayor Swanson stated that we would have to wait and see what the televising shows.  

· Councilor Treanor mentioned that the Zoning Board is looking for a new member.  Administrator Woodruff mentioned the Zoning Board is leaning on Councilor Treanor to be the chairman.  

· Councilor Donovan asked about the new police car.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the police would pick it up tomorrow and then take the car to Mankato Mobile to have the equipment installed.  There was a discussion about where the design was being done.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
