  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday April 20, 2004

At 6:30 P.M. a tour of the Library basement and Liquor store parking lot was held.

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.       

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present:  Judd Schultz-MVAC, Dave Kumm-MVAC

Adopt Agenda

Valuation Notice was moved from Consent Item Q to New Business item F.

New items H – J were added.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.   Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson complemented staff for the hard work done at the Library.  Councilor Warner felt it was one of the best projects that the city has done in a long time.  Mayor Swanson noted the council is very pleased with the improvements.  

Councilors Johnson and Warner noted it was nice to see the water pumping is still down compared to previous years.

Councilor Johnson asked if the Liaison Officer is spending enough time at school.  Administrator Woodruff stated the two officers are really making an effort to spend time at the school.  They are also now going to Amboy and Minnesota Lake middle schools.

Councilor Johnson asked a question about the foundation drain letters.  

Administrator Woodruff noted that Ron Hartmann had cleaned up his property.  Councilor Treanor asked if anyone else had acknowledged the letter.  Administrator Woodruff replied no.  Councilor Cox felt the rest of the property owners should be sent another letter.

Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A) Minutes 4/6/04

B) Bills

C) Zoning Minutes and permits

D) Library Remodeling update

E) Web page report

F) Screamin’ Eagle Grill Loan Payment-final payout

G) March Water Pumping Report

H) boycottthetwins.com

I) Liaison Officer hours

J) Gambling Report

K) Beautification signs

L) Quarterly billing prosecution report

M) Letter regarding I&I failure

N) Notice to clean up area

O) Close meeting changes

P) Quarterly Liquor Store Meeting

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Police Report

Presentations, Petitions and Requests

Judd Schultz-Minnesota Valley Actions Council, Inc.

Judd Schultz provided the council with information about the Small Cities Development Program.  Administrator Woodruff noted that this project was last done in Mapleton in 1993.  Many people felt it was a positive project and would like to see it done again.  The council discussed lead issues.  The next step in the application process is to enter into a contract with MVAC.  

New Business

a) Resolution 27-4-04 MVAC Housing Grant 

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 27-4-04 approving MVAC contract for housing grants.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

b) Resolution 26-4-04 Police Policy Handbook  

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 26-4-04 approving new police department policy handbook.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

c) Request to bid on doors and power washing of building 

Councilors Cox and Johnson both mentioned that this had been discussed before and the public works department had been told to paint the doors.  Councilor Treanor felt that if it was done professionally that it would look nicer and last longer.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the bathroom stall doors and dividers are also in need of painting.  A discussion about the bathrooms followed.  Councilor Johnson suggested an automatic door be installed in the off-sale.  Administrator Woodruff went over the items that need repairing at the Liquor Store.  Liquor Store Assistant Supervisor Strehlo requested there be a debit/credit card machine.  Administrator Woodruff recommended that if the card machine is approved, then the liquor store will only accept local checks and the check verification service will be discontinued.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Cox seconded to get quotes to paint the doors, trim and bathroom stalls and to purchase a debit card machine for the on-sale.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

d) Rezoning SE corner of city

In the past, the property owners on the south side of Borchert Road east of Highway 22 have requested to have their property rezoned to residential.  Administrator Woodruff asked the council for their thoughts on the issue.  There was a discussion about the expense of running water and sewer lines to those properties.  It was the consensus of the council to proceed with contacting the property owners as the next step in the process.

e) Overlay Liquor store parking lot, Troendle S.E.

Administrator Woodruff explained the quote from W.W. Blacktopping for repairing the Liquor Store parking lot.  The council reviewed the quote.  The council also reviewed the cost estimates from Bolton and Menk that had been supplied to the council in January of 2004.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the city had been sued in the past for drainage issues with the parking lot.  Administrator Woodruff stated there is enough money in the capital reserve account to pay for the project.  The Liquor Store does not have enough money at this time to pay for the project.  Councilors Johnson and Warner were adamant that the city engineer design and oversee this project rather than just having W.W. Blacktopping do it.  The council requested Bolton and Menk look at the project again to see if it was possible to eliminate numbers 3, 8, 9, and 10 from cost estimate C.  The council would like to have the parking lot fixed before Town and Country Days.    

The council discussed the W. W. Blacktopping quote to repair the corner of Troendle St SE and Eighth Ave SE.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew thought the quote of $5,246 was a lot of money to fix a thirty-year old street.  There are other and newer streets in town that have the same problem with water ponding and also need to be fixed.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the minutes from the Budget Workshop stated that the corner would be fixed this year.  Administrator Woodruff thought that Paul Sellers might be a little bit less expensive.  She would like to talk to him again before the council makes a decision.

f)      Tax Issue-Valuation Notice

Mayor Swanson and council expressed concern with the increase in Mapleton’s residential property value increases.  The council reviewed the Free Press article comparing the property value increases of other cities in the region.  Councilor Warner suggested the Mayor/Clerks Association encourage cities to draft resolution expressing dissatisfaction with the large increase in property valuations and send the resolutions to our legislators.  Mayor Swanson suggested residents call the county assessor to reevaluate their property if they feel the increase was extreme.  He also suggested contacting our county commissioner.  Mayor Swanson heard there might be some citizens banding together to form and anti-tax group to fight the increases.  

g) Building Permit Fine   

Administrator Woodruff reported that the Drug Store has put up an awning without a building permit.  The current fine is $500 for starting a building project without approval.  The Zoning Board reviewed the permit and didn’t fine the Drug Store.  Administrator Woodruff recommended that rather than charging the $500 fine, to instead charge $100 plus double the permit fee.  After some discussion, Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to amend the fine structure of starting a project without a building permit to $100 plus double the permit fee.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  It was the consensus to fine the Drug Store $150 ($100 plus double the permit fee of $25).  

h) Sellers Sidewalk    

Bruce Sellers, 101 Smith St SE, had talked to both Administrator Woodruff and Deputy Clerk Olsen about removing a portion of boulevard sidewalk on the Smith Street side of his property.  The sidewalk went from the corner of Central Ave N to the point where it intersected with the sidewalk that went from his house to Smith Street.  There is no south side sidewalk on the remainder of the block.  Mr. Sellers was told this would need a council decision.  The portion of sidewalk has since been removed.  The council discussed various options including making Mr. Sellers put the sidewalk back in, fining him, or charging him with a misdemeanor fine for destroying property.  Councilor Cox felt sidewalk should be put in the length of the block.  After some more discussion, it was the consensus to have Administrator Woodruff talk to City Attorney Petersen about this issue.  

i) Memorial Sign 

Administrator Woodruff passed around a plaque listing who has given memorials for trees and park benches in Heritage Park.  This will be displayed in City Hall since it will probably be damaged if placed in the park.  

j) Clean-up Day

City Hall has received many calls from residents asking if there is going to be a Spring Clean-up Day.  Administrator Woodruff asked the council if there were interested in doing a clean-up day again in the fall or if the council wanted to wait until next spring.  It was the consensus of the council to hold a clean-up day in the fall.

Councilor Cox felt the resident at 407 Central Ave S should be sent another letter to clean up her yard. 

Councilor Johnson expressed concern with the resident located on the corner of Scott Court and Central Ave south having vehicles in his yard that are for sale.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:47 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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