  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday September 6, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Donna Strehlo 

Others present:  Larry Caron, Jeff Moore, Tom Fath, Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, Glen Coudron – Bolton & Menk, Mike Johnson – M&M Insurance

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson requested that the sidewalk policy be moved to Old Business.

Councilor Donovan questioned bills.

Councilor Johnson made comments on the pumping report and the lead/copper report.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 8/16/05

B)  Bills

C) August water pumping report

D) Lead/copper monitoring report

E) Rebate check

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

Adopt Agenda

Sidewalk Policy was added as Old Business item C.

D.A.R.E. Program was added as New Business item H.

Screamin’ Eagle equipment was added as New Business item I.

Miscellaneous was added as New Business item J.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – visitor presentation

Mike Johnson – Beer Garden

Councilor Johnson asked about the liability issues with the fire relief and the beer garden.  Mike Johnson reviewed with the council what happened last year.  Councilor Johnson expressed the concerns that she had last year about the possibility of the relief association losing the pension money in a lawsuit.  Jeff Moore talked about the Firemen’s Dance the last few years and their relationship with the Windmill.  There was a discussion about Town and Country Days putting the beer garden up for bids.  

Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk – Feasibility Report

Engineer Sarff stated that the feasibility report included items discussed from previous meetings.  Engineer Coudron highlighted recent changes.  Councilor Johnson asked if the city would be able to locate the service lines to comply with new regulations.  The engineers stated that PCA would require a wet pond to be installed for the storm water.  There was a discussion about the pond.  It was the consensus of the council to hold an informational open house meeting on October 20th.  Administrator Woodruff asked how many water hookups there should be for Klein’s property.  Engineer Sarff felt that 100-foot lots would be a good assumption.  It was the consensus of the council to hold the improvement hearing on November 1, 2005.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 69-09-05 receiving and calling hearing on improvement.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending.

Old Business

A) T&C Beer Garden Requirements 

Councilor Johnson felt that the requirements for profit/non-profit should be included in the guidelines.

Councilor Warner noted that this is state law and would be for information only.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the Town and Country Days Beer Garden Celebration Guidelines.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B) Request for Council Action – Aerator

Mayor Swanson had talked to Water Operator Johnson about the aerator.  He felt that it would be worthwhile for the city to pay $250 towards the purchase of the aerator that the school is purchasing.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the request for council action to pay $250 for a joint purchase with the school for an aerator.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C) Sidewalk Policy

Councilor Johnson asked about who was going to be setting the priority on which sidewalks will get done.  Administrator Woodruff stated pictures will be taken of everything and notes made.  She planned on prioritizing everything and setting a schedule all at once.  The council felt that one of the paragraphs wasn’t needed.  Administrator Woodruff will make the changes and present the revision at the next meeting.

New Business

A) 2006 Preliminary Budget
Administrator Woodruff stated that she increased the motor fuel line items.  She also reviewed with the council the budget notes that were in the packet.  Currently the budget is set at a fifteen percent increase.  Councilor Warner suggested looking at the budget to see what can be cut out to bring it down to a five percent increase in December.  It was the consensus of the council to leave the budget at a fifteen percent increase for now and then lower it in December.  The council liked the graphs.

· Resolution 66-09-05 Adopting Proposed Budget and Levy

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 66-09-05 adopting proposed 2006 budget and tax levy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

· Resolution 67-09-05 Selecting Budget Hearing Dates

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 67-09-05 selecting two 2006 budget hearing dates.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B) Backhoe Update  

Administrator Woodruff reported that $1,400 was recently spent on backhoe repairs and that it needed an additional $5,300 on repairs.  Mankato Implement submitted an offer of $6,000 to purchase the backhoe.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew has been using the backhoe this week to make the parking lot near Heritage Park.  Karl Duncanson has offered to rent the city his pay loader.  Administrator Woodruff reported that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew has a $120,000 quote for a new pay loader.  Councilor Warner suggested hiring some work done.  Administrator Woodruff replied that Paul Sellers would grade the roads for a couple of hundred dollars per time.  It is estimated that the roads need to be graded eight to ten time per year.  Councilor Treanor stated that a mid-1980’s vintage pay loader costs about $50,000 to $60,000.  There was a discussion of what the 5510 was used for.  Councilor Treanor felt that the 5510 could be used more.  There was a discussion that the city may need to rent/hire Boenings once in a while to do some things.  Councilor Johnson asked about the storage issues and purchasing a different piece of equipment.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve selling the backhoe to Mankato Implement of $6,000.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

It was the consensus to not replace the backhoe at this time.

C) Resolution 68-09-05 Library Furnace

Administrator Woodruff informed the council that the quote from Schwickert’s includes the evaporator coil, wiring and sales tax.  The quote from Bill’s Hardware does not include these items.  Councilor Johnson felt that Schwickert’s furnace was low end and that Bill’s Hardware’s furnace is top of the line.  Councilor Treanor suggested getting more comparable quotes.  Councilor Donovan noted that there was no information about the warranty from Bill’s Hardware.  There was a discussion about the air conditioner evaporator coil.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table Resolution 68-09-05 until more information is obtained.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D) Park Lighting

Mayor Swanson read the prepared information.  Administrator Woodruff asked if this was something that the council wanted to pursue.  Councilor Warner felt that it would look nice, but questioned how much good the residents would get out of the lighting.  Administrator Woodruff felt that this was a good deal if the council was interested.  Mayor Swanson was not against putting up a few lights if there is a safety issue.  It was the consensus of the council to investigate how much it would cost to install the lights.

E) Town Meeting Initiative

Administrator Woodruff informed the council that the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation is giving four cities $12,000 each.  The city needs to have a group to plan the project.  There also needs to be a town meeting so that the public can give input about what should be done.  Administrator Woodruff is going to meet with Cathy Pluym to see if the Beautification Committee is interested.  It was the consensus of the council to keep looking into this.  

F) Pledge of Allegiance Request

After a short discussion, Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to start saying the Pledge of Allegiance at the beginning of each council meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

G) Ordinance-Uniform Addressing

Administrator Woodruff stated that both the fire and police departments have had incidents involving difficulty locating a property because of no house/apartment numbers.  Administrator Woodruff will put notice in the newspaper and in the quarterly newsletter.  She will have four-inch numbers available at City Hall for residents.  There was a discussion about having contrasting colors.  Councilors Johnson and Warner thought that the numbers should be reflective.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the fire code states that the numbers need to be four-inches tall and visible from the street.  Councilor Johnson asked if the size of the numbers should be proportional to how far back the building is from the street.  Councilor Johnson also asked about the penalty for those that don’t comply.  Councilor Johnson suggested the city also paint the house numbers on the curb.  There was a discussion about house numbers being carved into the brick on the front of houses.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Ordinance Chapter No. III Sections 303.09-303.15 of the Mapleton City Code.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

H) D.A.R.E. Program

Administrator Woodruff reported that the Fifth grade has been moved to Minnesota Lake and Good Thunder.  Officer Honsey is asking the school if they would pay for supplies and gas to Minnesota Lake and Good Thunder.  Officer Honsey also told Athletic Director Annis that the police wouldn’t be providing parking at the football games due to the liaison officer position being cut.  It was the consensus of the council to approve Officer Honsey doing the D.A.R.E. program in Minnesota Lake and Good Thunder.

I) Screamin’ Eagle Equipment

Administrator Woodruff reported that the bankruptcy is done.  She had sent Paul Smit a letter to turn the equipment over to the city.  She has not received it back from him yet.  Dan Strehlo wants to know how much the city is asking for the equipment.  Councilor Johnson asked how much was paid for the equipment.  Administrator Woodruff will have a list at the next council meeting.

J) Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff reported that the flag would be at half-mast until September 20th for Chief Justice Rehnquist and the hurricane victims.  

· Administrator Woodruff reported that the leaf vacuum would arrive in approximately two weeks.

· Councilor Warner noted that the street department is working on the Lincoln parking lot.  Councilors Warner and Donovan both hoped that the lot would extend farther to the south.

· Councilor Johnson asked if those who don’t currently get utility bills would be notified about the new storm sewer bill.  Administrator Woodruff said that she would send them notice.  Councilor Warner asked if the proposed amount would be high enough due to the recent developments requiring the city to install a storm water detention pond.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she had not figured a pond into the original amount. 

· Administrator Woodruff informed the council that it looks likely that the Highway 30 project would be approved for 2010.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 10:05 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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