  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday December 6, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Mayor Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Coleen Lindemann and Shelia Samuelson

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda

Letter to Steve Saari was moved to Old Business item B.

Letter from Ron Hartmann was moved to Old Business item C.

Councilor Donovan questioned two bills.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 11-15-054

B)  Bills

C) Wal-Mart article

D) WM Fuel Charge Information

E) LMC-Insurance check

F) General fund expenditures by department

G) Small Cities Update

H) Police Quarterly

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Liquor Report

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – visitor presentation

6:30 Coleen Lindemann – Town & Country Days – Beer Garden

Coleen Lindemann explained the differences between the day and night fence drawings.  She explained that Mike Johnson had submitted the drawings to the League and that they had approved them.  Councilor Donovan suggested that part-time police officers be hired rather then posse.  He also suggested that the city pay half of the cost.  There was a discussion about the underage people in the beer garden.  Mrs. Lindemann also requested that beer might be brought from the beer garden area into the dance area during the dance.  There was a discussion about the gate and fence patrol.  It was the consensus of the council to allow persons under age 21 in the beer garden until 9:00 p.m., there will be four police officers in the dance area, the gates and fence would be patrolled, beer could be brought into the dance area and persons under age 21 could be in the dance area.  Mrs. Lindemann also provided the council with a list of requirements that would formally be approved at the next meeting.  The council thanked her for attending.

6:45 Sheila Samuelson – Well Youth Center

Shelia Samuelson was present to increase awareness of The Well Youth Center.  She was trying to get more involvement from the community.  Mrs. Samuelson explained activities at The Well.  There was a discussion about moving the location of The Well to a different building so that they could have more space.  Councilor Warner stated that he would like to see more community involvement before the city participates in this project.  He suggested that the city could donate water and sewer service.  Mayor Swanson stated that the project has the council’s moral support and thanked her for coming.

7:00 Truth and Taxation Hearing

Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:25 p.m.  No residents were present for the hearing.  Administrator Woodruff stated that if the market value had stayed the same as last year, there would have been a small decrease in resident’s taxes.  She explained the budget adjustments that were in the council packet.  The council discussed a donation to The Well.  Councilor Donovan asked about the park bathrooms.  Administrator Woodruff stated that portable toilets would cost about $600 for two from May to September.  There was about $500 damage to the park toilets the last time that they were vandalized.  Councilor Donovan stated that he doesn’t like the portable toilets and suggested locking the bathrooms when there are no softball tournaments.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that the police could lock them at night and the public works department could open them in the morning.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing at 7:44 p.m. and re-opened the council meeting.
Old Business

a) Adjustments to proposed budget

Councilor Warner asked what needed to be cut to bring the budget down to a four percent increase.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it was all in a line item in capital outlay.  Councilor Johnson asked about transferring unspent money to capital outlay.  There was a discussion about the transfers.

b) Letter to Steve Saari

Administrator Woodruff stated Steve Saari had one of the give away houses and that he has disappeared.  All of the mail that was sent to him has been returned.  He owes the city about $18,000 for his house.  The council had previously approved subordination on this amount.  Administrator Woodruff recommended that the water be shut off.  There was a discussion about the houses that had been given away.

c) Letter from Ron Hartmann

Mayor Swanson stated that the Hartmanns did not ask for special treatment, they just asked for an assessment clarification.  Administrator Woodruff and Councilor Johnson stated that the council has voted on other properties so it was clear how they would be handled.  It was the consensus of the council that the vote was for clarification purposes rather than an exception.

New Business

a)  Resolution 79-12-05 hiring bartender at liquor store

 Administrator Woodruff added Kristine Doering to the resolution.  She reported that one bartender has quit.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 79-12-05 approving hiring Sherry Peters and Kristine Doering as bartenders at the Municipal Liquor Store.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

b) Portable toilets for Heritage Park 

This was discussed during the Truth and Taxation Public Hearing.

c) MNDOT walk thru Memo

Administrator Woodruff reported that a combined Mn/DOT and city shop was discussed during the Highway 30 walk thru.  It is open for discussion with Mn/DOT.  There was a discussion about parking on Highway 30.  

d) Housing Plan-Lisa Graphenteen

Administrator Woodruff reported that Lisa Graphensteen has updated the housing study.  She would be willing to come to a council meeting to talk about developments and explain housing options.  It was the consensus of the council to have her attend a council meeting.

e) Resolution 80-12-05 meter 

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff reported that Water Operator Johnson was fine with the less expensive quote.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 80-12-05 approving purchase of a meter for the filter plant from Minnesota Pipe and Equipment for $804.08.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

f) Miscellaneous

Administrator Woodruff reported that the locks have been rekeyed at the liquor store due to a set of keys being lost.  She asked for a policy of charging the employee who lost the keys.  Councilor Donovan stated that keys have been lost for the fire station also.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that it be a citywide policy for all departments.  It was the consensus of the council for Administrator Woodruff to put together a policy.  Councilor Warner asked for an employment contract that both the employees and city council need to sign.  

Mayor Swanson recessed the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  All were invited to his house for the annual Christmas party.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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