CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday April 3, 2007

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Chief Honsey  

Others present:  Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Dennis McCoy-Blue Earth County Administrator, Sheriff Brad Peterson, County Commissioner Kip Bruender

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 3/20/07

B)  Bills 

Staff Report
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park, and Liquor 

Adopt Agenda

Coleen Lindeman-Borchart Road was added as New Business item D.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Dennis McCoy-Blue Earth County Administrator, Update on County Jail

County Administrator Dennis McCoy presented information about the proposed county justice center.   He anticipated the justice center opening in first quarter 2009.  County Administrator McCoy and Sheriff Peterson answered questions about prisoner boarding and the new facility.  The estimated cost of the new building and fixtures is just under 40 million dollars.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending.      

Old Business

a. Update on Solie Sale Building

Administrator Woodruff talked about meeting with the architect.  There will be a plan at the next council meeting.  

b. Restaurant idea update

Administrator Woodruff summarized the information that was listed in the prepared council information.  Councilor Schultz talked about the meeting with South Central College.  Mayor Swanson stated the school board is in favor of the idea.  Administrator Woodruff is working on a business plan and will present it to the council, EDA and school board in May.  Councilor Schultz talked about a coffee shop that some students opened in another community.  Councilor Donovan asked about the BBQ.  Administrator Woodruff explained that she had met with Token BBQ about their possible involvement.  Administrator Woodruff talked about her meeting with the South Central Business Development Center.  Councilor Donovan stated that there is a lot interest all around from other educational units.  Councilor Schultz said there is interest in it with the other businesses on Main Street.  He suggested having a public meeting about the restaurant when we get more information together.  Councilor Donovan asked if this could be run as a non-profit with the educational associations.  Administrator Woodruff will need to check with an attorney.  There was discussion about grant money and other funding avenues.  

New Business

A.  Resolution 26-4-07 Televise and Clean Sewer Lines 

Councilor Treanor asked if Visu-Sewer is the one that cleaned and televised the lines last year.  Administrator Woodruff replied that they were and that they would be televising some lines for the MNDOT project.  Councilor Schultz asked about the mobilization costs.  There were questions about the linear feet to be televised since each quote had a different footage.  Administrator Woodruff explained that Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew is planning to clean and televise 13,000 linear feet.  

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 26-4-07 hiring Visi-Sewer Clean & Seal to televise and clean 13,000 feet of sanitary sewer at a cost of $0.90 per LF.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried. 
B. Resolution 27-4-07 Hire Part Time Clerical Person  

Administrator Woodruff talked about the duties that a part time clerical person could perform.   Councilor Donovan suggested hiring a high school student during the summer. Administrator Woodruff said the position would be advertised in the paper.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 27-4-07 to hire a part time clerical person at step one, grade one.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

Councilor Donovan asked if we are still considering a part-time maintenance person.  Councilor Treanor talked about little things that need to be done around town.  Councilor Schultz suggested that this be discussed at the next quarterly meeting.  

C. Resolution 28-4-07 Heather Curling Club set up license renewal 

Mayor Swanson stated that this is something that is approved every year.  Councilor Donovan asked Chief Honsey if there are any problems with these set up licenses.  Chief Honsey was not aware of any problems.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 28-4-07 approving the set up license renewal for the Heather Curling Club.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

D. Coleen Lindeman/Borchart Road

Administrator Woodruff explained that the road is in bad shape.  She talked about the agreement with the township for swapping maintenance of roads.  Administrator Woodruff explained that Paul Sellers submitted a proposal today to fix the road.  She recommended that the council look at the road and take action at the next meeting.  Councilor Donovan asked why the city put gravel on the township portion if the township isn’t holding up to their end of the agreement.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there is no written agreement.  There was a discussion of having a more formal agreement with the township.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table the request until after a discussion with the township board.  All present voted in favor thereof.    
Miscellaneous

·  Administrator Woodruff has received many complaints from residents about the 2006 street project.  Most of the complaints were about lawns sinking due to sewer lines replacement.  There is also a sinkhole area on Lincoln St. SW.  Contractor’s Edge will be coming back to fix these areas when the ground dries.
· Al Christian called Administrator Woodruff about the city paying to repair the drug store’s curb in the driveway approach.  He quoted $800 to repair the curb.  Administrator Woodruff expressed concern that if the city pays for this, then the city would have to pay for all others in town that need replacing.  Mayor Swanson asked if the city is requiring individuals to fix the city’s property.  Councilor Donovan said that some of the problem might be Waste Management truck traffic.  Councilor Etherington asked about the history of the Drug Store property.  Administrator Woodruff explained that Mr. Hartman receives rent and free garbage for having the recycling there.  Councilor Donovan asked about the plan for reconstructing the street.  It was the consensus of the council to not pay for this curb cut.  
· Mayor Swanson asked about the status of the sidewalks.  Councilor Donovan thinks it is time to start doing this.  Administrator Woodruff will get a list together soon.
· Administrator Woodruff presented the information from WW Blacktopping to overlay various areas in town.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that the council review the quotes for the next council meeting.    
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:11 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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