CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday April 19, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.      

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey

Others present:  Rob Lawson-Maple River Messenger, Gary Boening, Hugo John

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  Councilors Schultz, Etherington, Christian and Mayor Swanson voted in favor thereof.  Councilor Donovan voted nay.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 4/5/11

B. Bills totaling  $60,238.85 

C. Zoning Permits

D. Safety Committee Agenda

E. Notice of Workshop

F. 2010 Census

G. Renewal of Consumption and Display Permit

Adopt Agenda

Gary Boening was added under presentations.  Seal coating was removed from New Business. 

Police Chief Honsey noted that the Blue Earth County Chief association received a grant for some police radios.   

Councilor Donovan and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Input

No one in attendance wished to speak to the council.  

Presentations:

Gary Boening

He is on the Maple River Heritage Inc Board.  They are exploring options for a museum building.  Mr. Boening asked the council about the possibility of putting a building to the south of the library.  The council will consider this request.  

Unfinished Business

A. Resolution 20-04-11 Policy to Control Liquor Store Actions

Administrator Woodruff contacted the Minnesota Municipal Beverage Association.  They recommended this code of conduct in place of putting the signs back up.  The code of conduct would be posted in the Liquor Store.  Councilor Donovan asked why this wasn’t discussed further at the last meeting.  He was upset that there was a meeting a few days later with Mayor Swanson, Liquor Store Assistant Strhelo, Police Chief Honsey and Administrator Woodruff.  Mayor Swanson explained that it is sometimes a hazard to act on an issue when there isn’t any background information or research.  Councilor Schultz stated that he did not agree with the consensus at the previous meeting.  He also noted that if residents have a problem with something, they should attend a council meeting during the community comment section.  Police Chief Honsey noted that he was out of town at training and that he composed his letter to the council when he returned.  This provided the council with some background information.  Councilor Etherington stated that the decision to take the signs down was blown out of proportion.  He also did not feel that this resolution was necessary because this was common sense to civilly towards others.  Chief Honsey explained that this resolution would support the employees should an incident take place again.  Councilor Donovan was not opposed to the resolution, but felt that it should be done citywide.  Councilor Schultz stated that not everyone has common sense agreed that this would help the bartenders to take action.  MMBA has something drafted because there are situations with other municipal liquor stores.  Councilor Christian noted that not everyone knew all of the facts and a judgment call was made on short notice.  Councilor Schultz suggested tabling to the next meeting to consider it further.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there is a general code of conduct that the League of Minnesota Cities has that would be worded more generally to put up in every building.  There was a discussion about posting the resolution.  Councilor Schultz suggested training for the bartenders on how to handle difficult people.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 20-4-11 issuing policy to control Liquor Store actions but not to post the resolution.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 23-4-11 Authorizing the Issuance of Health Care Facility Revenue Bonds

Administrator Woodruff stated that this is from the public hearing last meeting.  This is the final resolution for the bonds.  The city would not be responsible for the bonds.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 23-4-11 authorizing the issuance of health care facility revenue bonds to finance a project under Minnesota Statutes and authorizing the execution of various documents in connection with the Mapleton Community Home project.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Dump Truck

Administrator Woodruff asked if the council would like to sell the dump truck.  Councilor Christian noted that we might be able to trade it in for some other equipment.  Councilor Donovan stated that if this is a safety issue then it should not be used.  It was the consensus of the council to park the truck.  

New Business

A. Resolution 19-04-11 Safe & Sober Agreement
Police Chief Honsey explained that this is a formality for extra overtime or part time officers for some extra patrols during Safe and Sober events.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 19-4-11 authorizing execution of agreement for the Safe and Sober grant.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 21-4-11 Alarm at Lift Station  

Administrator Woodruff explained that currently there is just an alarm that rings.  This alarm would call public works employees, which would be better if there is a problem.  Administrator Woodruff wanted to check into getting Hawk Alarm to do the alarm at the liquor store and water tower.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table to next council meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 22-4-11 Televising St. Andrew’s Court/Maple Street     

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew obtained prices to clean and televise or just televise the sanitary sewer line on St. Andrew’s Court and Maple Street.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 22-4-11 hiring Empire Pipe Service to televise the sanitary sewer line of St. Andrew’s Court and Maple Street at a cost of $564.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· Councilor Donovan asked if our money would be better spent doing a small street project rather than seal coating.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:16 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Inflow and Infiltration Workshop

Administrator Woodruff summarized that there have been several engineer’s reports done on the I/I problem.  She resented the plan to the council.  The plan includes charging a monthly fee during the winter to put sump pump water into the sanitary sewer and a higher fee if they are not removed in the spring.  This year there would be education and the fees would start next year.  Hugo John asked if there is a penalty for someone who dumps into the sanitary without a permit.  Administrator Woodruff stated that could be put into the ordinance.    

A lot of water comes in from foundation drains that are connected to the sanitary sewer.  All homes will need to be televised.  The council will approve a more detailed plan about how to implement the televising at a later meting.  

Smoke testing will be done in areas of town to detect cross connections with the storm sewer.    

Manholes can contribute 40% on infiltration.  Administrator Woodruff recommended sealing or replacing five a year.  The committee decided that the city has to do our part if we are going to make residents remove their foundation drains.  

A new flow meter is needed at the lift station.  The meters do not record accurately enough.  

The ordinance needs updating for inspections, fines and timelines for foundation drains to be removed.  The council will need to decide if a contractor or another city employee will do the televising and inspections.    Mayor Swanson asked if there is enough rates revenue to do some of this without raising rates.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there is some money in the sewer fund to get started.  

It was the consensus to have some ordinance changes and more detailed plans for the next council meeting.  Mayor Swanson closed the workshop at 9:08 p.m.
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