CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday August 5, 2008

Acting Mayor Treanor called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington and Schultz.  Absent:  Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present:  Kelly -Maple River Messenger, Glen Coudron-Bolton & Menk, Gary Frandle-Mapleton Fire Relief, Andrea Johnson, Bob Johnson, Keith Bertsch, Harvard Jaech, Stan Solie, Shirley Ehlers, Tony Gregor and Cindy Wishart.   

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan questioned three bills.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 7/15/08

B)  Bills

C) Police Department Quarterly

D) Water leak detection annual survey

E) Liquor Store comparison report

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park, Liquor Store 

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 53-8-08 was added as New Business item E.

Resolution 54-08-08 was added as New Business item D.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Gary Frandle – Fire Relief Association - Schedules

Gary Frandle presented the schedule.  Councilor Schultz asked if the state auditor watched the surplus.  Mr. Frandle replied that the state auditor would recommend an increase in the benefit if there is too much of a surplus.  Mr. Frandle thanked the council for the benefit increase last year and the per man contributions.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to accept the schedule as presented.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Mr. Frandle thanked the council for the Firemen’s Dance at the Municipal Liquor Store.  He also stated that it was a pleasure working with Mayor Swanson and Administrator Woodruff at the relief meetings.

Public Hearing – Smith Street overlay

Acting Mayor Treanor closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:09. 

Administrator Woodruff reported that the numbers were from the current quotes that she had received.  The costs keep going up because of the increase in fuel costs.  The council had previously decided that the assessments would be spread over five years.  Harvard Jaeck questioned the front footage of the Lutheran parsonage and if they got a break for being a corner lot.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the house address is Smith Street, so that side is a full assessment.  Stan Solie questioned how the overlay was going to be done and who is going to oversee the project.  Keith Bertsch asked about the life span of the overlay.  He complained that truck traffic is responsible for the bad condition of the road.  Cindy Wishart stated that she has told all of her vendors not to drive on Smith Street.  Mr. Solie asked who decided that Smith Street needed an overlay.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the public works department has recommended this street be overlaid a few years ago and the council budgeted to do it this year.  Mr. Jaeck and Mr. Bertsch asked why the city doesn’t just patch the bad spots.  Bob Johnson stated that the layers of asphalt are separating so moisture is getting underneath and causing it to break up.  Acting Mayor Treanor stated that it is normal maintenance to do an overlay.  Andrea Johnson asked what is the typical life expectancy for a new street.  There was a discussion about a patch of bad sidewalk.  Mr. Bertsch asked what other streets are being overlaid.  Administrator Woodruff replied that this was the only one budgeted for this year.  Mr. Solie requested that the council look more closely at the street before making a decision.  Councilor Schultz stated that the streets are reviewed at quarterly meetings and a plan is put together to fix them.  He supported the public works staff for trying to fix streets before they get worse.  There was another discussion about trucks on the street.  Councilor Etherington asked if a blacktop expert could take a look at the street to see if it needs to be overlaid.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that the city engineer could look at the road.  Mrs. Johnson stated that the issue with the moisture getting in needs to be fixed.  She thanked the council for listening to their concerns.  Mr. Solie wanted to make sure that the street is fixed right.  It was the consensus of the council to have Engineer Coudron look at the street and submit his opinion at the next council meeting.  

Acting Mayor Treanor closed the public hearing at 7:42 and re-opened the council meeting.  

Bolton and Menk – Highway 30 questions from workshop

Engineer Coudron reviewed with the council items for consideration for the Highway 30 project.  

1. Sanitary Sewer along Highway 22.  It was the general consensus of the council to replace the sanitary sewer along Highway 22 between Sixth Ave NE and Eighth Ave NE.  

2. Trunk Watermain – Filter plant to Third Ave NE.  Councilor Schultz stated that it was discussed to do this section of watermain when Third Ave NE is reconstructed.  Engineer Coudron stated that this would be fine if Third Ave NE would be reconstructed within the next couple of years, but did not recommend waiting ten years to do this project.  

3. Trunk Watermain Extension along Highway 22.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Boening Brothers and Krengel Brothers would be interested in doing this water main extension as a separate project.  Councilor Donovan didn’t want this project to be forgotten about because of the huge fire load.  It was the consensus of the council to stub a watermain for future extension.  Councilor Donovan asked about the assessments for the watermain extension.  Administrator Woodruff stated that adjustments would have to be made to the assessment policy because there aren’t enough hookups.  Councilor Donovan suggested looking at potential fire load for assessing purposes.  

4. Emergency Vehicle Flasher.  Administrator Woodruff had heard from a fireman who responds to a lot of daytime calls that a flashing warning sign would not be necessary.  Councilor Donovan would like to see emergency vehicle signs placed near the fire station on Highway 30.  It was the consensus of the council to put up signs. 

Old Business

a. House on Lincoln St - update

Councilor Schultz reported that he, a coworker and Administrator Woodruff toured the house.  There was some animal smell and some foundation issues.  There was not standing water in the basement or dripping water.  The house is not as bad as had been described and could be fixed.  There have been some offers made on the property.  Councilor Schultz suggested that the neighbors negotiate with the mortgage company if they are interested in the property.  

b. ISO information on fire rating-information enclosed  

Administrator Woodruff explained that the insurance rates would not go down with the watermain extensions.  The city’s rate is as low as it can go without having a full time department.  

c. Sidewalk cost overrun

Administrator Woodruff explained that the sidewalks look very nice but that they were $3600 over budget.  Administrator Woodruff explained the situation.  This year the overrun can be taken out of capital outlay.  It was the consensus of the council that sidewalk replacement would not go over budget next year.  

d. Budget information   

Administrator Woodruff will get budget information to the council members.

New Business

A. Resolution 52-08-08 Approving Draw #4 WW Blacktopping

Engineer Coudron asked the council if there were any questions regarding the draw request.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 52-08-08 approving final draw request number four to WW Blacktopping for the First Avenue N.W. project in the amount of $3,350.53.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, and Schultz. Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.  The council thanked Engineer Coudron for attending the meeting.  

B. Budget Workshop – August 20th 6:30 p.m.   

It was the consensus of the council to hold the budget workshop on August 20th.  

C. August 13, County meeting for ditch 57

Councilor Treanor asked if the ditch improvements would cost the city a lot of money.  Administrator Woodruff thought it would be expensive.  She had heard that the parties had come to an agreement about the improvements.  

D.   Resolution 54-8-08 Adopting assessment

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to table Resolution 54-08-08 to the next meeting.  Councilors Treanor, Donovan and Etherington voted in favor thereof.  Councilor Schultz voted against.  Mayor Swanson was absent.  Motion carried.

E. Resolution 53-08-08 accepting resignation

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 53-08-08 accepting resignation of Tony Aiken.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington and Schultz.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Swanson.  Motion carried.

Miscellaneous

·  Administrator Woodruff noted that the variety store would have an auction on September 13, 2008.  They requested that Second Ave NE be closed to set up trailers for the auction.  It was the consensus of the council to grant this request.  
· Administrator Woodruff stated that the Catholic Church would be requesting a temporary liquor license to have a beer garden in the parking lot in September.
· Administrator Woodruff showed the council the thank you gifts from the baseball team.  She noted that they won the championship.  
Acting Mayor Treanor adjourned the meeting at 8:33 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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