  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday November 15, 2005

Acting Mayor Treanor called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson (arrived late).    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Officer Honsey

Others present:  Randy Mosloski, Coleen Lindemann, Larry Furland and Roberta Nesheim.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson asked a question about the Zoning agenda.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 11/01/05

B)  Bills

C) Zoning Permits

D) Leaf Vac Schedule

E) TNT Notice

F) Letter from Abdo, Eick & Meyers

G) Electric base rate increase

H) October water pumping report

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

Adopt Agenda

There were no additions or changes to the agenda.  No motion was made to adopt the agenda.

Presentations – Visitor presentation

7:00 Coleen Lindemann – Town & Country Days – Beer Garden

Coleen Lindemann requested the council reconsider the rules about the beer garden fencing and underage curfew.  She explained the fence diagram.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the police were fine with how it was drawn as long as the beer stayed inside the fenced area.  Mrs. Lindemann stated that they would like people to be able to bring their drinks out to the dance area.  If this was to happen, the council requested that all minors be out of the beer garden/dance area by 9:00 p.m.  If all of the alcoholic beverages were to stay within the prososed beer garden, then the council was ok with minors staying in the dance area later.  There was a discussion about the single high front fence and gate guards.  It was unclear as to how the diagram was presented to the city’s insurance agent and his approval of it.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to Mike Johnson about this.  Mrs. Lindemann would be at the next meeting.  She gave the council an update on events.  Randy Mosloski asked if it was ok to do the demo derby were it had been done last year.  It was the consensus of the council to allow the demo derby to take place as it had last year.

7:30 Larry Furland – apartment on Main Street

Administrator Woodruff explained that she had sent Mr. Furland a notice that he could not have apartments in the business fronts on Main Street.  Mr. Furland explained that he had purchased the 317 building so that the post office could expand into it.  He asked the council if they had a plan for attracting business to town.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there is only one other storefront on Main Street that is empty right now.  Mr. Furland was looking for some flexibility for making his buildings lucrative.  He stated that most business weren’t interested in his 207 building.  There was considerable discussion about not allowing a family dwelling in a store front.  Mr. Furland asked if there were criteria businesses needed to meet to have a store front.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the Planning and Zoning board recommended that 50% of the space was required for the business.  There was a discussion about the apartment on the main floor of 207 Main Street.  Pictures of the back side of 317 were passed around.  Mr. Furland stated that he had cleaned up the junk.  Mr. Furland asked if his properties could be re-zoned or if he could obtain a variance to have apartments.  The council was not in favor of spot zoning.  Mr. Furland asked the council to allow him to continue to rent the 207 building as an apartment until he found a business.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the zoning board recommended allowing the renter to stay until end of April.  Councilor Johnson suggested that this could be re-addressed in April.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to allow the renter in remain in 207 until April 30, 2006 and then return both 207 and 317 to commercial properties.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Mayor Swanson assured Mr. Furland that the city would let prospective business know that his property is available.  

Old Business

A) Waste Management meeting
Administrator Woodruff reported on the meeting with Waste Management regarding the fuel surcharge.  The fuel surcharge would be on the new contract and could be as high as 9% of the monthly bill.  Administrator Woodruff will check with other cities to see how they bill the residents for the fuel surcharge.  There was a discussion about garbage and the contract expiring in March.

New Business

A) Resolution 77-11-05 Purchase 2006 Squad Car 
Officer Honsey asked if the council had any question on the car quotes.  He had spent a lot of time making sure that the car quotes were exactly the same.  Officer Honsey explained the lightbar special and the advantages of getting this model.  Councilor Donovan asked why the police weren’t considering an Impaula.  Councilor Johnson suggested purchasing two lightbars due to the alternator problems with the current car.  Councilor Donovan asked how much the backup car would be used.  Officer Honsey estimated approximately 10,000 to 15,000 miles per year.  Officer Honsey noted that the video camera arrived and has been installed.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 77-11-05 approving purchase of a 2006 squad car from Mankato Ford in the amount of $19,994.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   

Administrator Woodruff noted that the city would save $900 if a lightbar was purchased while the sale is on.  There was a discussion about purchasing one lightbar or two.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 78-11-05 approving purchase two Whelen Liberty Economy Lightbars for squad cars.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

B) Policy-council conference & training   

Administrator Woodruff said that it is a state mandate that the policy for out-of-state travel by an elected official be passed.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the out-of-state travel policy.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C) Workshop meeting time – November 23

The council discussed possible dates and times for the workshop.  Administrator Woodruff will check with the engineers to see if November 29, 2005 at 6:30 p.m. works for them.

D) Tax rate for city

Administrator Woodruff explained how the tax rate is calculated.

E) Request from fire department for blower

Mayor Swanson read the request.  Councilors Donovan and Warner explained why the fire department’s blowers wouldn’t work in the smaller basement windows.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the request to purchase a blower.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

F) Early meeting time for December 6th council meeting 6:30

It was the consensus of the council to start the next meeting at 6:30 p.m. due to the annual holiday party.  

G) Misc

· Councilor Donovan asked if anybody had contacted Jerry Rollings yet.  Mayor Swanson will contact him and ask if he could attend a council meeting in January.  

· Administrator Woodruff informed the council that Wal-Mart would be building a new distribution facility in Mankato that would employ 500 to 700 people.  She suggested that housing developments and the city in general should be promoted to attract some of these people to live in Mapleton.  Councilor Donovan felt that an economic director should do this.  There was a discussion about the city getting a business in the JOBZ district.  

· Councilor Johnson mentioned the article about White Fox Fur and Feather in the newspaper.  

· Councilor Donovan requested a workshop to discuss city shop and city offices options.  He recommended that Water Operator Johnson have some fire station layout ideas.  There was a discussion about restaurant possibilities.  

· There was a discussion about the Town and Country beer garden and the beer garden at the Liquor Store.  Councilor Warner suggested that the Liquor Store not have a band that weekend.  

· There was a discussion about the proposed Southwest Improvement Project.  20-year assessments at a lower interest rate were suggested.  

· Councilor Warner suggested that the city obtain a device that shows drivers how fast they are traveling.  

· Councilor Donovan asked about the state building code and suggested that the part-time public works person could also be the building inspector.  Administrator Woodruff will have a speaker talk about the state building code.  Councilor Warner expressed opposition to the city adopting the state building code.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:41 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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