CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, June 6, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Absent:  Donovan 

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present: Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Clint Korteum, Gary Boening and Owen Dickey.  

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Mayor Swanson read a thank you note from Chief Swartz.

Mayor Swanson questioned the Midwest Wireless antenna permit in the Blue Earth County Environmental Services Department public hearing notice.

Mayor Swanson noted the affidavits of candidacy notice.  A discussion followed. 

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

A) Minutes 5/16/06 and Special Meeting 5/12/06

B) Bills

C) Notice of Public Hearing

D) Letter from MDH

E) Public Notice Affidavits of Candidacy

F) Read A Thon

G) Possible software changes for police department

H) Region 9 list of supporting communities for renewable energy fuels

I) Public Hearing B.E.C. Environmental Services Department

J) Household Hazardous Waste Facility Totals

K) Notice sent to S. Robbins


Staff Reports   


 Administration reports 


 Police Report

 Water –Park Report – 


 Wastewater – Street Report –

             Liquor Store Report

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Warner had two things that he wanted to add to Miscellaneous.

Councilor Johnson had some things for Miscellaneous.

Administrator Woodruff had several things for Miscellaneous.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Public Hearing – Final Plat Caron Addition #2  7:15 p.m.

Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:15 p.m.  Mayor Swanson read the notice of public hearing.  Clint Korteum was present for the pubic hearing.  He had an approved building permit that was waiting for a final plat.  Councilor Johnson asked if there were any easements.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the engineers had looked at the plat earlier in the day.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 7:19 p.m.

Presentations- visitor presentation

7:30 p.m. 1st Avenue N.W. & Alley between churches

Administrator Woodruff presented some background information.  She had some questions about the alley and First Ave NW.  Administrator Woodruff reported that there is about five inches of gravel on the parking lot.  WW Blacktop proposed putting a three-inch mat on top of this.  Other alleys in town have been done like this in the past.  Gary Boening has contacted Xcel Energy about moving the poles.  Xcel Energy gave a rough estimate of $15,000 to $25,000 to bury the lines.  The churches will pay the engineering costs to get a firm price on this.  Mr. Boening also thought that there should be at least two catch basins in the alley for proper drainage.  He asked if the city wanted to specify a tonnage for the alley.  Owen Dickey asked about the alley costs.  The council told him that the adjacent landowners would be assessed the costs, but that the city would pay for the aprons.  Mr. Dickey asked where the nearest storm sewer line was located.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the engineers would have to determine which way the water would flow.  Councilor Johnson asked if the churches were going to do their parking lots this year.  Mr. Dickey stated that he would like to get some firm numbers and then the church would have to agree.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the storm sewer wouldn’t be the church cost since the whole storm sewer district pays for storm sewer work.  However, the churches would be assessed for First Ave NW.  Mr. Boening stated that the Lutheran church would consider doing the parking area to the west of the church if the city is going to do First Ave NW.  There was a discussion about storm sewer fees.  Mr. Boening asked if the city would pay for any of the alley costs since it is owned by the city.  Councilor Johnson asked if an alley is assessed any differently than a street.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it would be assessed 100% to property owners.  Mr. Dickey asked about the assessment terms.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the last two street assessments have been spread over fifteen years at the property owner’s request.  The last assessment was charged six and a half percent interest.  Both Mr. Boening and Mr. Dickey said that they needed to check with their church councils.  Administrator Woodruff asked if First Ave NW was going to be a seven or nine-ton road since Gartner’s have a lot of truck traffic.  Mayor Swanson asked the cost difference between the two.  Councilor Johnson asked what the tonnage was in the new construction.  Administrator Woodruff replied that a seven-ton road was standard in both of the 2001 and 2006 street projects.  Councilor Warner asked if the if storm sewer would be less expensive to connect to First Ave NW rather than cutting into County Road 7.  Councilor Johnson asked about the water and sewer to Gartner’s extra lot.  There was a discussion about the type of curb to use on First Ave NW.  Since there is so much parking on both sides of the street, most members of the council felt that there should be drive over curb on the whole block.  Councilor Warner would like to have some high back curb to control how Gartner’s park their vehicles.  He stated that they often have vehicles on the sidewalk.  Administrator Woodruff will get some numbers from the engineers and work on what the assessments would be for everyone.  She didn’t know if the project would be done this year because of the public hearing process.  Councilor Warner thought that it would be nice if the project could be done at the same time as the Highway 30 project.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the property owners would be assessed for a 34-foot road, but the city would pick up the extra two feet to have a 36-foot road.  There was a discussion about the current street width.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Boening and Mr. Dickey for attending.  

Old Business

A. Klein Property Update

Administrator Woodruff reported that the Klein’s are planning on having two lots facing Third Ave SW and two lots facing Lincoln St SW.  They are working on a new plat.  Councilors Warner and Johnson both thought that this was positive.  Mayor Swanson asked if there was a maximum lot size.  Councilor Warner and Administrator Woodruff replied the only requirement is a minimum of 9,000 square feet.  There was a discussion of other large lots in town.  

New Business

A. Resolution 48-05-06 Final plat Caron Addition No. 2

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 48-05-06 approving final plat of Caron Addition No. 2.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 51-06-06 Draw Request #1

Mayor Swanson noted that the amount of the request is $62,883.16.  Councilor Warner stated that it is for time and materials.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the engineers have reviewed the request.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 51-06-06 approving draw request number one from Contractor’s Edge.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Donovan.  Motion carried.    

C. Street Lighting for new sub division

Mayor Swanson read the prepared information.  Administrator Woodruff showed the council a map of the current street light locations.  She stated that it would cost approximately $108 per year per light for electricity.  Councilor Warner felt the lights should be placed on each corner.  He highly discouraged lights in the middle of the block.  Councilor Johnson stated that it is very dark down there.  She felt that there should be lights in the middle of the block because the tall trees block the light.  Councilor Treanor felt that a wider street would change that.  Councilor Johnson asked why the light poles needed to be so tall.  She asked if the poles could be shorter so that the light is closer to the ground and not above the trees.  Mayor Swanson agreed with Councilor Johnson on the safety and security issues of lighted streets.  Administrator Woodruff stated that most blocks in town have the lights at each corner.  Mayor Swanson asked about Main Street West.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the residents were happy when the light pole was installed at the end of Main Street.  There was a discussion of Third Ave SW near the park.  It was the consensus of the council to put a streetlight in the middle of that block.  Councilor Treanor felt that the streetlights should be at the corners in Caron’s new development.  Councilor Johnson would like to know if there was more energy efficient lighting available for the streetlights.  Mayor Swanson was going to drive Main Street after the council meeting to see if it needed another streetlight.

D. Well Request

Mayor Swanson read the request.  Councilor Johnson asked if the city needed to check with the county about painting the crosswalk.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it is the city’s responsibility.  Administrator Woodruff noted that there is a crosswalk there.  They would just like it more defined.  Councilor Treanor stated that if we do that one, then all of them need to be done.  Councilor Warner said that the stripes could be painted wider.  Councilor Johnson assumed that the crosswalks by the schools also needed to be painted.  Councilor Treanor said to put that on the Public Works to do list.  Administrator Woodruff stated that The Well would like to put up a fence along the curb when they are playing ball to prevent the ball from going into the street.  Councilor Johnson asked about the basketball hoop.  Councilor Warner stated that kids would probably play there when there isn’t any adult supervision.  Councilor Treanor didn’t think that the basketball hoop should be allowed.  Councilors Warner and Johnson agreed.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there isn’t any place to play basketball in the park because that park is intended for younger children.  Councilor Johnson expressed concern about liability and safety.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the council has made the hardware store move their stuff off of the sidewalk so people could get through.  Councilor Johnson suggested that they play basketball on the church parking lot after it is blacktopped.  Deputy Clerk Olsen said that her husband nearly hit a kid that chased after a ball.  It was the consensus of the council to deny the request for a fence and to get rid of the basketball hoop.  

E. Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff requested that the regularly scheduled meeting for July 4th be moved because it is a holiday.  It was the consensus of the council to move the meeting to July 11th.

· Administrator Woodruff stated that Jola Walker is interested in connecting to the city’s water and sewer.  It would be fairly easy to connect to it.  Administrator Woodruff asked if it is ok that a connection is made because the property is outside of city limits.  Councilor Johnson stated that others outside of city limits have sewer service.  It was the consensus to allow this as long as the $800 connection for water and $800 for sewer is paid.  

· Administrator Woodruff stated that Beth Walter is currently not charged for sewer because she has a note from a former mayor.  It was the consensus of the council to charge for sewer once the property is sold.  

· Administrator Woodruff asked if the city would pay the deductible if something happened to the 4-wheelers that the police department are borrowing for Town and Country Days.  Councilor Johnson asked about liability.  Administrator Woodruff stated that if someone is hurt on duty, workers comp would cover it.  She also stated that the police borrow 4-wheelers every year.  Councilor Johnson asked if this is any different that borrowing Boening’s backhoe.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it is the same and that it would go under the owner’s insurance.  Administrator Woodruff was just asking if the city would pay the deductible.  Councilor Warner asked if someone else got hurt.  Administrator Woodruff thought that the city insurance would pay, but she would check on that.  It was the consensus of the council to pay the deductible.  

· Administrator Woodruff stated that the new squad car should be fixed.  She explained the accident.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she drove the police car and it is tricky to get the car into park.  Councilor Warner asked about the cost.  Administrator Woodruff stated it would be about $500 plus the damages to the building.  

· Administrator Woodruff noted that U.S. Cable had sent a new franchise agreement.  Councilor Johnson asked when the franchise agreement is up.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it expires in 2009.  Councilor Treanor called the U.S. Cable manager to complain.  Since then Administrator Woodruff has had two or three phone calls from the technician.  U.S. Cable is trying to put channel 45 on channel 55.  There was a discussion of cable complaints.  Councilor Treanor stated that Hickory Tech wasn’t planning on doing television for another two years.  Administrator Woodruff explained what the problem was the last time the cable went out.  

· Administrator Woodruff stated that Jerry Rollings wouldn’t be able to work for us.  Another person is interested in the same position.  Dan Strehlo has an application for an EDA loan.  When that has been turned in, she will schedule a meeting.

· Jerry Etherington was selected as the Yard of the Month recipient.

· Councilor Johnson was made aware that a fire truck filled up a swimming pool.  She had a problem with the liability, work comp and use of a city vehicle.  She noted that fire department members are city employees and need to follow the personal policy for personal use of city equipment.  Councilor Johnson also felt that water was being stolen from the city.  Administrator Woodruff had talked to Fire Chief Samuelson.  The fire department had only filled one pool last year and the same pool again this year.  The fire department takes a donation for their services.  Chief Samuelson stated that it does get the water flushed in the pumper.  Mayor Swanson asked about the dunk tanks.  It was the consensus that filling a dunk tank was ok because it was smaller in size.  Administrator Woodruff stated that a fireman had used a fire department hose to connect to a hydrant to fill his pool.  This person had paid for the water.  It was the consensus of the council that this was not ok since it was still use of city equipment.  Councilor Johnson brought a copy of St. Peter’s employee policy for use of equipment.  There was a discussion about the personal policy.  

· Councilor Warner noted that the lawn at the corner of 104 First Ave NW looked pretty shabby.  

· Councilor Warner asked about the fence at 210 Second Ave NE.

· Councilor Warner asked if the Bolton and Menk bill gets subtracted from their 15% commission for the project.  Administrator Woodruff will check.

· Councilor Warner noted that Engineer Coudron is doing an outstanding job on the detail work for the street project.  Administrator Woodruff will pass the compliment on.

· Administrator Woodruff reported that Contractor’s Edge had bored under Highway 30.

· Mayor Swanson encouraged the council to look at the streetlights after the meeting.


Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:53 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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