CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday July 6, 2010

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew, First Assistant Fire Chief Ben Froehlich, Officer Laramy Lawson

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.   

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan questioned three bills.  

Councilor Schultz asked if Kaduce Tire and Prairie Gold Seeds had temporary water.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 6/15/10 & 6/21/10

B. Bills totaling  $152,504.98

C. Notice of hearing on proposed project

D. Article on Token BBQ

Staff Written Reports
 

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 27-7-10 was added as New Business item G.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew reported that they have been busy with storm cleanup and mowing.  Pfeffer Tree Service was contacted to remove branches that are still hanging in trees.  The overlay and patching has been completed.  Mayor Swanson asked how he new dust control is working.  Administrator Woodruff had received one complaint that it didn’t work as well.  Councilor Etherington commented that it doesn’t work very well.  Mayor Swanson said to keep monitoring it and to let the council know if the dust is worse.  Administrator Woodruff will contact the dust control company and tell him that the city is not happy with the new product.    

Fire

Ben Froehlich reported that there were 14 calls last month.  Fire Department members assisted with storm damage issues.  They are interviewing new potential members.  

Police

Chief Honsey reported that the new car should be here next week but won’t be ready to use until August.  They called in a second officer to help during the storm.  Chief Honsey has been working on ordinance violation issues.  Administrator Woodruff commended the Public Works, Police and Fire for their work right after the storm.  

Mayor Swanson thanked all department heads for their reports.  

Budget Review

Administrator Woodruff would like to hold a budget workshop later in July or August.  

Unfinished Business:  

A. St. Andrew’s Court update  

Administrator Woodruff reported that Mayor Swanson and herself met with Pat Duncanson.  Mike Schmitz of Bolton and Menk, Mike Drummer, Pat Duncanson and Mayor Swanson had a walk thru last Friday.  Mr. Drummer will fix the curb and street.  The city will do the overlay and assess all of the properties.  If there are agreements with property owners for no assessments, Duncansons will have to work it out with the property owners.  Administrator Woodruff will mail Mr. Drummer the letter tomorrow.  Councilor Donovan asked about the street repairs.  Mayor Swanson replied that Mr. Drummer would fix the broken curb, cul-de-sac and other areas that are broken.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew requested a copy of the punch list.  He expressed concern that the road would not hold up if it is just patched and overlaid.  Councilor Schultz suggested that Mike Schmitz put in writing the areas that he marked as a punch list.  The list should be attached to the letter that is being sent to Mr. Drummer.  If they sign the letter, then the city has it in writing what they agree to do.  Councilor Schultz asked if the manhole covers will be raised and fix the water valves.  Councilor Donovan asked if the concreting around the manholes was completed.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew didn’t know if the sewer and water was ever televised.  He requested a copy of the televising reports.  Administrator Woodruff will call I & S to see if there are any televising tapes.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew expressed concern about the subdrain and the cleanouts behind the curb.  Councilor Etherington feels that the city should not be involved financially in any way.  He felt that the developers should pay 100%.  Administrator Woodruff will send the letter with the addition that a punch list will follow.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew will get an estimate for televising.  

New Business

A. Resolution 23-7-10 Step increase
Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Schultz stated that the council did the wage freeze because they were concerned about more LGA cuts.  Since the LGA won’t be cut as bad as projected, he would be in favor of reinstating the 3% increase.  Mayor Swanson stated that we do have good employees who work hard.  He wanted to remember their sacrifice.  Police Chief Honsey noted that the employees have lost dental insurance.  Administrator Woodruff stated that employees have eliminated overtime.  Councilor Donovan felt that the economy is still bad and the city can’t afford this yet.  Councilor Etherington agreed with Donovan.  Mayor Swanson asked how much it would cost the city for the increase for the rest of the year.  Administrator Woodruff replied $5,000.  She noted that it was left in the budget because the council had said they would consider this raise in 6 months.  Police Chief Honsey has talked to other police departments and they have still gotten a step, but not a cost of living raise.  Councilor Schultz noted that the step is not based on merit, it is based on longevity.  Administrator Woodruff stated that a lot of cities are giving steps, not cost of living.  She noted that the governor’s employees still got their step, not a cost of living.  Councilor Schultz noted that the step is actually cut in half since it wasn’t given at the beginning of the year.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz to table Resolution 23-7-10 until all council members are present.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 24-7-20 K9 changes and updates
Police Chief Honsey stated that the last dog did not work out.  They have found another dog that would only be for narcotics and tracking.  Councilor Schultz asked if the insurance would pay for the dog.  Chief Honsey stated that the insurance claim would pay for the dog.  The K9 fund has money to pay for vet bills, K9 equipment, etc.  Councilor Schultz wanted to make sure that the program pays for itself.   Councilor Donovan asked if this is a better option than starting over with a new puppy.  Officer Lawson felt this is a better option and should be up and running in 2 to 4 months.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 24-7-10 authorizing the Mapleton Police Department to continue the K-9 program and changes to K-9 policy dated July 6, 2010.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.

C.   2010 Patrol Vehicle 
Chief Honsey asked if the council was interested in putting in window barriers because the rear window was kicked out 3 times in the last 4 years.  He also asked if the council would like the rear windows tinted for transport anonymity.  It was the general consensus to install the window barriers in the new car but not the window tint.  

D.   Resolution 25-7-10 Change in subordination of Mapleton Elevator
Administrator Woodruff explained that the elevator has switched banks.  The city has already approved subordination once; this is just changing the name of the bank.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 25-7-10 approving change in subordination to Mapleton Elevator LLC.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.

E. Resolution 26-7-10 Draw Request #8

Administrator Woodruff reported that this includes the final lift and striping.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 26-7-10 approving draw request number eight from Mathiowetz Construction Company in the amount of $160,228.45.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.
F.   Yard of the Month 
Doug and Deb Ireland were chosen as the yard of the month winners.  

G.    Resolution 27-7-10 City Hall Computer
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 27-7-10 approving a new city hall computer from Dell.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried. 

Miscellaneous

· The council discussed the Bolton and Menk bills.  Councilors Donovan and Etherington felt that the engineer who knows what is going on should be the one present, the rest can tag along if they want to volunteer their time.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:31 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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