CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday June 1, 2010
Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Absent:  Schultz.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew, Fire Chief Chris Langworthy, Liquor Store Assistant Donna Strehlo
Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger, Melissa Anne-Chamber Coordinator, Richard Nienow, Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, Pat Duncanson, Bill Douglas – Bolton & Menk, Chuck Brandel – from I & S  Engineering.
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.   
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 5-18-10
B. Bills totaling  $47,437.02
Staff Written Reports
 

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 20-6-10 was added as New Business item C.
Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew reported that most of the rock has been hauled for the year.  Dust control will be done this week, weather permitting.  Mathiowitz Construction was here last week working on the punch list for Highway 30.    

Fire

Chief Langworthy reported that the Blue Earth County Fire Dept association has received a federal grant for the radios.  The grant will cover 80% of the cost for radios.  The city is still responsible for the remaining 20% and the pager costs.    
Liquor

Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo reported that she is getting ready for Town and Country Days.    
Police

Police Chief Honsey reported that he met with the other Blue Earth County Police Chiefs.  They are creating a Blue Earth County Police Chief Association.  This association will try to get grants for the new radios.  Chief Honsey had received concerns about Demo Derby participants trespassing on neighboring lawns.  He also ordered the new police car.    
Chamber Coordinator

Melissa Anne reported on Chamber activities.  She asked for the Council’s permission to place banners at the entrances to town and at the community garden to advertise the Farmer’s Market.  Councilor Etherington noted that the Henzes where upset about the location of the Farmer’s Market.  They expressed concern that it would interrupt their storage business.  The council felt that there should be enough room if the vendors park in the grass.  They stated that the alley needs to remain open.  
Mayor Swanson thanked all department heads for their reports.  
Budget Review

Administrator Woodruff did not have any budget items to review at this meeting.      
Presentation – visitor presentation

I & S Engineer – Ditch 57 & Bill Douglas of Bolton and Menk

Chuck Brandel explained the updates to the ditch project.  They have received a grant for water quality improvements and monitoring.  As part of this grant, they are looking at other areas for water storage.  It would be feasible to expand the city’s dry pond.  Mr. Brandel explained the improvements that would be made to the city’s pond.  He requested permission to move ahead with expanding the city’s storm retention pond south of the Catholic Cemetery.  This pond expansion would not meet the MPCA regulations for a regional storm water retention pond.  The city may possibly benefit from a reduced portion of the ditch assessment if the pond is enlarged.  The pond improvements would be at no additional cost to the city.  If the pond were built somewhere else, the costs would be greater and possibly increase the city’s assessment.  Mr. Brandel requested that most of the fill from the pond be stored around the pond.  There were questions about who would maintain the pond if it became part of the ditch 57 project.  Mr. Brandel stated that the city could put in the agreement that the city reserves the right to expand this pond at any time.  City Engineer Sarff asked if the county would hold another hearing about this project.  Mr. Brandel reported that there would be a final review and a report for public comment.  Mayor Swanson encouraged the council to consider this proposal.  Councilor Christin felt that the cleaning situation needs to be addressed.  Bill Douglass recommended that the city ban cold tar driveway sealant because it balls up in the pond.  It was the consensus of the council to consider this proposal and have I & S investigate expanding the city pond further.  Mr. Brandel will confer with the county personnel and report back at the next council meeting.  Engineer Sarff felt that the benefits of this small pond would be marginal and that the maintenance costs would not be great because of the small area of wet pond.  Mayor Swanson thanked everyone for attending.  
Engineer Sarff reported that the final lift should take place the second week of June.  Councilor Donovan had noticed a broken piece of concrete sidewalk and asked if it would be replaced.  Mayor Swanson asked about repairs to one of the flag pole holders.   

New Business

A. Resolution 19-6-10  Staining deck at liquor store
Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo is concerned that the deck needs to be stained to maintain it.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew suggested it would be better to seal the deck because staining would have to be done every year.  Administrator Woodruff will get new quotes for sealant.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table Resolution 19-6-10 for clarification on the quotes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    
B. Yard of the Month 
Joel and Tracy Schmidt were chosen as yard of the month winners.  
C. Resolution 20-6-10 election judges  

Mayor Swanson stated that all of the judges have done this in the past.  Administrator Woodruff noted that there may be one additional person for the general election in November.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to appoint election judges for the primary and general election judges.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.

Miscellaneous

· Only the incumbents filed for the open council positions.
· Administrator Woodruff asked if the council wanted Bill Douglas be at the next council meeting.  It was the consensus of the council to have him attend.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:38 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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