CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday March 20, 2007

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Chief Honsey, Officer Belgard, Officer Lawson and Rex  

Others present:  Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Tom Olinger-Abdo, Eick and Meyer; Justin Halvorson-student.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 3/13/07

B)  Bills

C)  Press Release

D)  EDA Report 

Adopt Agenda

Restaurant idea was removed from Old Business.

Health Insurance change was added as New Business item D.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Tom Olinger-Abdo,Eick and Meyer-Audit

Tom Olinger presented the 2006 audit.  He reviewed the management letter with the council.  Items discussed were segregation of duties, new accounting standards, unreserved fund balance, expenditures, enterprise funds, investment revenue, bonded debt, and administrative tickets.  The council thanked him for his presentation.    

a. Resolution 22-3-07 Approving 2007 Audit

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 22-3-07 accepting the 2006 audit report.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
Old Business

a. Resolution 18-3-07 Purchase of Solie Sale Building

Councilor Schultz questioned the actions of the council at the previous meeting.  He stated that the Facility committee recommended the purchase of the Solie Sales building and a price was negotiated.  Councilor Schultz felt that the council took action at the February 20th meeting to go ahead with purchase of the building.  There had been a discussion of the rehabilitation costs.  Councilor Treanor agreed with Councilor Schultz.  Councilor Schultz stated that the Solie’s would have a year to get out of the building.  He felt that the architects would then have a year to put together a plan for the improvements.  Councilor Etherington disagreed.  He was of the opinion that the Solie building was going to cost too much money and there were unknown expenses.  Mayor Swanson stated that it was the council’s duty to the citizens to know all expenses before moving forward.  Councilor Schultz talked about a new building costing approximately  $300,000, not including space for police.  There was discussion about hiring an architect.  Administrator Woodruff talked about the process to install water and sewer to the original shop site on Eighth Ave SE.  Councilor Donovan stated that the intent of tabling this resolution at the previous meeting was to get a professional’s opinion on exact costs of rehab.  He was not against purchasing the building, but would like to see the architect’s plans.  Councilor Treanor felt that an architect should have been hired months ago before the building purchase got to this point.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 18-3-07 approving purchase of Solie Sale Building at the price of $150,000 contingent on architect’s plans and a ballpark estimate of the costs.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Motion carried.        

New Business

A. K-9 officer (part time)

Chief Honsey introduced Officer Lawson and his K-9 dog.  Officer Lawson was hired as a part-time officer.  He asked if Mapleton would be willing to let him bring his K-9 with him to work.  Chief Honsey explained the contracts.  Councilor Treanor asked why Eagle Lake needed a dog.  Officer Lawson explained the history in Eagle Lake and that it has worked out very well for the city.  Councilor Donovan asked what the dog is used for.  Officer Lawson explained that Rex is trained to do drug and people searches.  Councilor Etherington asked about an insurance situation.  Councilor Donovan asked about mutual aid situations.  Officer Lawson answered all of their questions.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 24-3-07       Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

Councilor Donovan asked questions about the dog’s training.    

B. Resolution 23-3-07 SCDP draw request #11   

Administrator Woodruff stated that the majority of this request is for contractor’s payments.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 23-3-07 approving SCDP draw request #33 in the amount of $35,898.03.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Abstain:  Schultz.  Motion carried.    

C. Museum 

Administrator Woodruff and Coleen Lindmann have discussed a historical museum idea.  Administrator Woodruff would like to form an exploratory committee to brainstorm ideas.  She requested use of the middle library basement room to store collected memorabilia.  Storage shelves and a lock would need to be purchased.  Librarian Klein would be willing to display some items in the library.  Eventually a board would be formed and a building obtained for the museum.  Administrator Woodruff talked about the old Beauford Town Hall building that the Solie’s currently own.  Administrator Woodruff stated that funds would need to be raised to purchase and maintain the building.  It was the consensus of the council to approve purchase of storage shelves and a lock for the library basement room.    

D. Health Insurance

Administrator Woodruff presented a proposal to change the employee health insurance to Medica.  By changing the insurance carrier, the city would save approximately $19,000 per year.  A meeting was held earlier in the day to discuss the changes with city staff.  Administrator Woodruff reported that there were no negative comments from the staff about the change.  She asked what to charge employees for family coverage since there is a decrease in premiums.  Usually the city raises the family rate half of the increase in premiums.  The council felt that the current family rate was very good and decided to leave it as is.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the insurance agent asked if the city was interested in dental insurance because there is such a decrease in health insurance premiums.  Chief Honsey spoke in favor of getting dental insurance.  The council discussed family dental insurance.  It was the consensus of the council to pay for single employee dental insurance and if an employee wanted family dental insurance, he or she would have to pay the difference.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 25-3-07 changing health insurance providers and to provide employees with dental insurance.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff talked with Bill Goldy about a Maple River joint EDA Director position.  This is an idea that is being considered.  
· Administrator Woodruff reported that a water main break caused a water problem in a resident’s basement.  The city’s insurance may cover the water damage.
· Administrator Woodruff reported that some residents experienced problems with the sewer cleaning that took place today.  
· Administrator Woodruff reported that she has received a copy of the recodification revision.  She will be reviewing the changes.  
· Donovan asked if anything needed to be discussed with the Bolton & Menk letter.  Administrator Woodruff recommended the council read it.  Contractor’s Edge assured her that the issues would be taken care of.  
· The council looked at pictures of the fire lockers.  Mayor Swanson commended the fire department for putting together the lockers.  
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:36 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Minutes – Regular Mapleton City Council meeting – March 13, 2007 – Page 2 of 3

