CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

October 19, 2010

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.        

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Rob Lawson-Maple River Messenger, Matt Maes-Waste Management, Don Rice, Sharon Walsh, Lee Ek, Bob Prescher, Donna Stevens, Norma Baack, Don Rice, Mary Duncanson

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.   

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 10/5/10

B. Bills totaling  $60,023.41

C. Zoning minutes and permits

D. Liquor Store Quarterly agenda

E. Police quarterly agenda

F. Fire Dept quarterly agenda

G. Punch list Hwy 30

H. Staff Written Reports

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 35-10-10 was added as New Business item F.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Waste Management – Sertoma Recycling in 2011

Matt Maes of Waste Management presented options for the recycling and refuse contract.  Sertoma members spoke in support of Sertoma doing the recycling.  They stressed that all of the money that they receive stays in the community through the various projects that they support.  Mr. Maes noted that the city of Mapleton averages fourteen tons of recycling product each month.  Switching to weekly curbside pickup should increase the average to sixteen tons per month.  Councilor Schultz felt that Sertoma should be considered as part of the contract negotiations.  Mr. Maes asked the council for a time-line now that he put his numbers out on the table.  Mayor Swanson noted that the city has been pleased with Waste Management’s service and recommended signing a new contract with Waste Management.  Mr. Maes could have a contract ready for the next council meeting.  Councilor Schultz clarified that the Sertoma component bid should be a part of the bid, but that the bid should be both ways.  He felt that the council wouldn’t be doing due diligence if they didn’t go out for bids, as have been done for all other city services.  Councilor Donovan stated that there are companies that actually pay you for your recycling product.  It was the opinion of the council that the negotiation with Waste Management has been done.  Councilor Donovan has had more than one person tell him that they pay for curbside recycling so they shouldn’t have to haul their recycling up to the drop off center.  If they have more recyclables than fit in their bin, it goes in the trash.  There are others using the roll offs who don’t pay for the service.  

Administrator Woodruff noted that it is clean up day on Saturday.  She has received several compliments for the service.  

Unfinished Business

A. St. Andrew’s Court

 Administrator Woodruff still has not received a response back from Duncanson and Drummer.  Councilor Etherington asked when they are going to negotiate with the city.  He suggested to stop removing the snow or to bill them for the service.  Councilor Schultz felt that the last email received from them was their response that they want the city to finish the project and bill them.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city will assess all of the property owners and it is up to those who have no assessment agreements to work it out with Duncanson and Drummer.  It was the consensus of the council to get the attorney’s opinion before proceeding with the assessment hearing process.  

New Business

A. Resolution 34-10-10 Crossover Refunding bond
Northland Securities suggested refinancing a bond to save approximately $57,000.  This resolution would give Administrator Woodruff and Mayor Swanson permission to sign the paperwork to lock in the interest rate.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 34-10-10 approving the issuance of general obligation improvement crossover refunding bonds, series 2010A.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Sump Pump post card
Administrator Woodruff noted that there might be residents who switch their sump pumps into the sanitary sewer during the winter but don’t obtain a permit.  Administrator Woodruff noted that our ordinance states that we will inspect those who get the permit.  Councilor Donovan stated that replying to the post card is still on the honor system.  Administrator Woodruff replied that more residential inspections are needed.    

C. Stabilization Pond Repair 
MPCA requested the city engineer draw up a proposal and then MPCA changed some of the specifications.  She has sent the proposal to three local contractors.  They did not have enough time to get their bids in by 2 p.m. today.  It was the consensus of the council to have a special meeting at 5 pm on Tuesday, October 26th at city hall.    

D. Parking Area by Laundromat
Administrator Woodruff reported that the neighbor parks in the parking stalls at the Laundromat.  There is no parking on that block during the winter months.  If he parks in the Laundromat parking lot, then she can’t get it plowed out during the winter.  The zoning board suggested that the neighbor have a curb cut for parking because there is no lawn space for a driveway.  The resident would have to pay for the curb cut.  Mrs. Swann also wanted a handicapped-parking stall.  Administrator Woodruff told her that she would have to pay for the sign.  Councilor Schultz asked if the property owner did not want to pay for this option, then it would be a dispute between property owners.  It was the consensus of the council to offer the property owner the option for a curb cut.  

E. Change date of next meeting due to election   
It was the consensus of the council to hold the next meeting on November 3rd due to the election on November 2nd.    

F. Resolution 35-10-10 Check Valve

Administrator Woodruff reported that a valve at the filter plant is old and is not working very well.  Rural Water highly recommends updating the check valve.  The valve keeps the water in the water tower from draining back into the filter plant.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 35-10-10 approving new valve and check valve at the filter plant.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· All council members received an invitation to the chamber dinner.
· The council discussed the situation regarding Jim Schull’s last letter.  The council discussed the emails from the city engineer.    
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:43 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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