CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday March 1, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.      

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Liquor Assistant Strehlo, Water Operator Johnson  

Others present:  Rob Lawson-Maple River Messenger, Mike Johnson-M & M Insurance, Lee Ek, Don Rice, John Treanor, Linda Henze, Chris Arce, Bob Prescher, Steve Bubert-Waste Management, RoxAnne Gosson-Mapleton Community Home

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan question several bills.  Administrator Woodruff will check on the concession stand electric bill.    

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 2-1-11

B. Bills totaling  $62,474.95 

C. Sheriff Foreclosure sale

D. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Schultz added Home Rehab Funding as New Business item E.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Water Operator Johnson reported Karmen is at water school for annual training.  They are working on snow and equipment needs.  

Liquor

Liquor Assistant Strehlo reported that all of the doors were fixed.  She stated that we are fortunate to have business from curlers, pool players and people attending basketball games.  Business has been good lately.    

Police

Police Chief Honsey reported all officers have complete mandatory use of force training.  Councilor Etherington asked if the dog is certified.  Chief Honsey will put a copy of the papers in the next council packet.  

Community Comment

Community members John Treanor, Lee Ek, Don Rice and nursing home lady spoke in favor of Sertoma doing the recycling.    

Unfinished Business

A. Refuse and Recycling Contract – Resolution 6-3-11 Accepting Refuse/Recycling Hauler

Administrator Woodruff sent out an RFP February 1st.  She only received one back from Waste Management.  LGP was not able to bid on the contract because they could not switch out the carts in the timeline provided.  Waste Management has a slight increase in rates.  The new item is a consumer price index increase annually and a fuel surcharge.  Administrator Woodruff put together the costs with the changes in the waste management proposal.  John Treanor asked what would happen to the roll offs if Sertoma did not do the recycling.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the townships would have to work out other recycling services since the roll offs would be removed.  Don Rice said that a lot of township residents use the recycling.  He also talked about how he determines when they are pulled.  Councilor Donovan spoke in favor of Waste Management curbside pickup.  He had several people tell him that they pay for curbside recycling, when the container is full, they put the rest in the trash.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it is rate neutral right now with Sertoma doing the recycling.  Don Rice asked how much more garbage are we going to get from the elderly apartments because they go into the entry to get their recyclables.  Councilor Schultz noted that we asked for an RFP since we have asked for RFPs for every other service.  Larry Johnson asked how many recycle curbside in town.  Councilor Schultz recommended a web survey.  Councilor Schultz asked Sertoma to consider two pickups a month.  He has had people complain to him that some stuff has been put out and not picked up.  Councilor Etherington can’t put everything on a monetary cost basis.  Councilor Donovan asked length of time.  Waste Management contract is for three years.  Councilor Donovan did not like that the city only received one bid.  Councilor Schultz stated that the other contractor should still have responded but noted would not have carts in place for a time.  Councilor Donovan was not in favor of a fuel surcharge.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 6-3-11 awarding the 2011-2015 refuse proposal to Waste Management and the recycling contract to Sertoma.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Public Works Equipment  

Administrator Woodruff stated the public works department has been looking at equipment needs.  They recommend getting rid of the dump truck and renting one from Boening Brothers and leasing a pay loader.  Water Operator Johnson proposed a pay loader with a three-yard bucket and a snowplow wing.  This unit would clean streets better than truck with plow, but not scrape as well as grader.  It would maneuver better and is faster.  It would also be a good fit with the Boening Brothers truck offer.  RDO has financing options.  The state bid total cost $152,700.  The city is currently putting about $15,000 into cap outlay per year for public works equipment.  With the eight-year financing option, the city would be spending approximately the same amount of money.  Administrator Woodruff talked to several cities that are doing this lease financing option.  With the state bid, it makes more sense to get new equipment with a warranty rather than used and have to retrofit.  Donovan asked if this would be the primary and use the grader less and have the grader last longer. Water Operator Johnson explained that is a possibility and it would also lessen the use on the 5510.  Mr. Treanor stated that the city needs something heavier than what we have.  Water Operator Johnson explained that the grader and tractor are 1970’s models and that parts are not available on the shelf if they break down.  The city has been putting money away for purchases like this.  Councilor Schultz asked about how much it would cost to rent Boening’s truck.  Water Operator Johnson estimated that it would cost $2,000 to $3,000 per year.  However this is still cheaper than the maintenance costs on our current dump truck.  Mike Johnson explained the liability insurance with renting the Boening truck.  Councilor Donovan suggested adding a blower to the pay loader in the future.  Councilor Christian wanted to know what it would cost to put a snow blower on the pay loader.  It was the general consensus of the council to proceed with the purchase/lease resolution.  

B. Insurance for 2011  

Mike Johnson reviewed the insurance coverage and quote with the council.  Mike Johnson offered the excess million dollar excess liability.  The city was accepted to get the no fault sewer backup coverage this year.  Mr. Johnson explained the sewer backup coverage.  Administrator Woodruff stated that we have worked on getting this coverage since 2004.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 8-3-11 approving the insurance quote from M & M Insurance declining the excess liability and the $40,000 “no fault” sewer backup coverage.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   

C.     Mapleton Community Home Bids

Administrator Woodruff explained that for the Mapleton Community Home to get the tax-exempt bonds, this has to go through the city.  The city is not responsible for the bonds.  RoxAnne Gosson and Abe Hofmeister explained the 20 unit assisted living addition.  The zoning permit was approved by the zoning board and city council.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 7-3-11 calling for public hearing on nursing home bonds.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

D.  Resolution 9-3-11 closing Fund 448  

Administrator Woodruff explained that in 2003 there was an engineering report to do Washington Ave.  If Washington were ever put in, the engineering would have to be redone due to storm water issues.  This is a formality for the auditors.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 9-3-11 closing 448 Fund and moving remaining balance.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

E. Home Rehab funding

Councilor Schultz reported that last year MVAC had applied for Blue Earth County home rehab projects. Mapleton and Madison Lake did not make the project.  Blue Earth County has some money from previous projects to do four projects in Mapleton, just like small cities projects that were done in the past.  They are doing direct mail from those who applied last year.  If they don’t get four households, then they would open it up to others.  Councilor Schultz explained the requirements.   

Miscellaneous

· Councilor Donovan asked about the burned house at 506 Smith St NE.  Administrator Woodruff stated that she needs to talk to the city attorney about the process to condemn it.  Chief Honsey noted that the insurance is still pending on it.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:20 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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