CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Wednesday, March 8, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson. 

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Mike Johnson – M & M Insurance, Carol and Tom Johnson

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson questioned a bill.

Councilor Johnson requested that the comparable worth meeting memo be signed and put in Larry’s  file.

Councilor Johnson requested the council meeting minutes from 2/21/06 be moved to Old Business.

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Bills

B) Demo Derby Request

C) Comparable Worth meeting

D) Sanitary Sewer service detail drawing from engineer

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater/Street report

D) Police report

E) Liquor Store

Adopt Agenda

Minutes 2/21/06 was added as Old Business item E.

Councilor Donovan requested that Miscellaneous be added at the end of New Business.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations

Mike Johnson – M & M Insurance

Mike Johnson reviewed with the council the city insurance package renewal summary.  This year’s premium is $ 63,824.00.  The majority of the premium increase is due to increased sales at the liquor store causing the liquor liability insurance to increase.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Johnson for the presentation.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 16-03-06 accepting insurance bid from M & M Insurance.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Old Business

A) Snow removal on sidewalks

Carol Johnson requested the council repeal the snow removal fee because of the cold wind chill.  They were going to clean their sidewalk the next day, hoping that the weather would be warmer.  They hadn’t seen the ordinance enforced in past years.  Mayor Swanson stated that a notice had been in the last water bill.  There was a discussion of snow removal notices published in past years.  Mayor Swanson stated that he had received a few phone calls about this issue.  He recommended forgiving this bill and enforcing the ordinance next year.  Administrator Woodruff suggested sending a post card in October each year to every resident informing them of the snow removal ordinance.  There was also discussion about the leaf vac postcard.  Councilor Donovan also felt that the bills should be rescinded this time and this time only because not all of the sidewalks were cleaned.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to remove the snow removal fine this time due to fairness to all residents.  Councilors Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Mayor Swanson voted in favor thereof.  Councilor Treanor voted against.  Motion carried.

Administrator Woodruff suggested some changes to the ordinance.  There was a discussion about cars that are parked on the street that the snowplow needs to plow around.  It was the consensus of the council that snow should be removed from sidewalks within 36 hours of the snow ceasing to fall.  Mayor Swanson asked if the snow needed to be removed from the entire sidewalk or if a path was ok.  It was the consensus of the council that the snow needed to be removed from the entire width of the sidewalk.  There was a discussion about if the sidewalk needed to be clean all the way down to the concrete.  Councilor Johnson felt that this was unreasonable.  Some of the snow removal contractors leave packed snow on the concrete.  Councilors Treanor and Warner felt that this should then be hand shoveled to clean it all the way down to the concrete.  There was a discussion about the bucket width on a skid loader.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table the sidewalk snow removal ordinance for further input.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B) Televising Service lines  - Resolution 17-03-06

The council reviewed the quotes for televising homes on the southwest project.  Administrator Woodruff reported that Denny Swehla is currently televising all houses in Delevan.  Councilor Donovan asked if this will reveal if tile lines are tied into the sanitary sewer.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the engineers are concerned about this.  They need to have the residents unhook their foundation drains before the contractors do the project.  Councilor Warner expressed concern about the contractor digging up the new sump pumps.  A discussion followed.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 17-03-06 approving Denny Swehla to televise the sanitary sewer lines for $100.00 per hour.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C) Larry Furland – apartment update

Administrator Woodruff reported that the person living in the main floor of 207 Main St. East has moved out.

D) Sanitary Sewer Ordinance revisions

Administrator Woodruff stated that the council looked at these revisions several months ago.  Councilor Johnson requested that reference to the penalty subdivision be added to a couple of sections.  Councilor Johnson requested the reference to glue fittings in Section 404.03 be changed to sealed fittings.  There was a discussion about sump pumps continuing to discharge into the property owner’s back yard.  It was the consensus to remove the last line from section 404.03.   Councilor Johnson questioned if section 404.05 should be changed to say that we are inspecting the lines, not the buildings.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city wasn’t inspecting the lines; we are just looking for sump pumps.  Councilor Warner suggested changing buildings to property.  There was a discussion about televising the service lines to check for footing tile rather than die testing.  There was a discussion about getting the foundation drains inspected at time of sale.  Councilor Johnson suggested testing some each year until the whole town has been inspected.  There was a discussion about who would pay for the inspections.  There was discussion about televising the project area and if the city would pay for it or assess the cost back to the property owners.  Councilor Donovan felt that the city should pay because it will benefit the city.  Councilor Warner felt that it should be assessed to the property owners on the southwest project because it is part of the project.  He felt that the city should pay for the testing that is done at time of sale because the city needs to prove the illegal connections.  Councilor Johnson questioned if there would be an outside cleanout.  Administrator Woodruff stated that is what is planned.  There was a discussion of the tracer wire.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded that the city pay for testing used to conclude if a property is in violation of foundation drain tile connections.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to table the adoption of the ordinance to the next meeting so changes can be made.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

E) Minutes 2/21/06

Councilor Johnson made a correction to the State Building Code section.  Councilor Johnson requested that the refuse hauler section be changed to reflect questions and issues that she raised about the recycling service.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they will be revised for the next council meeting.

New Business

A. Billboard – to promote development

Administrator Woodruff explained the costs for advertising new building lots on a billboard.  This will be discussed further at the March 29th special meeting.

B. Upcoming meetings

Mayor Swanson talked about the Mayor/Clerk meeting that will be held on March 9, 2006.  The joint meeting with the EDA has been changed to March 29th.

C. Request for Council Action – water line for cemetery

Mayor Swanson explained the request from the Catholic cemetery for a water service line.  Councilor Johnson recommended putting in a water service line to the Union Cemetery when Highway 30 is reconstructed.  There was a discussion about the well at the Union Cemetery.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the request for council action to put in a water line and waive the $800 hookup fee.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Councilor Johnson requested that a pressure handle be installed so the water won’t get left on.

D. Request for council action – DJ in park

Administrator Woodruff explained the request for a DJ to perform at a birthday party in the park.  Councilor Warner stated that it would be subject to volume control.  It was the consensus of the council to approve the request.

E. Miscellaneous

· Mayor Swanson read a letter from a resident complaining about the US Cable rate increase.  The resident also asked about Hickory Tech cable.  Councilor Johnson asked how many years were left on the contract with US Cable.  Administrator Woodruff replied that there are several and that no other company has shown any interest in Mapleton.  Administrator Woodruff will contact Hickory Tech to see if they plan on providing cable service to Mapleton.

· Councilor Donovan had a problem with the police always taking the police car to Mankato Ford for repairs.  He believes that the city is not saving any money by doing this and that we should be supporting the local businesses.  Councilor Donovan felt that the car should only be taken into Mankato Ford for warranty work.  Mayor Swanson had asked Administrator Woodruff to do a cost analysis about this and also the purchase of liquor store supplies.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Cindy Dietz had told her that Dietz’s can’t compete on the pop prices.  She also stated that we no longer make special trips to Mankato for liquor store supplies.  There was a discussion about the number of pop flavors at the liquor store.  Administrator Woodruff will put this on the quarterly agenda.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to have service work and product purchased in town whenever possible to support local businesses.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

· Mayor Swanson asked when the bids would be opened on the southwest project.  Administrator Woodruff replied March 28th.  The plans and specs should be done by the end of the week.  

· Councilor Donovan asked if the city was going to put in sump pump service lines in a section of town this year.  He suggested getting bids now.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the engineers still need to present a report about the I/I investigation.

· Mayor Swanson stated that we need to advertise for sidewalk bids.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:19 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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