CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday January 17, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Councilor Donovan arrived late.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Glen Coudron – Bolton & Menk and Larry Caron   

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson appreciated the water/sewer pumping report.

Mayor Swanson felt that the request for proposals was well done.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 1-3-06

B)  Bills

C) Zoning Minutes and permit

D) Public Works equipment usage report

E) Water & Sewer pumping reports

F) Prosecution billing

G) Request for proposals-solid waste & recycling

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater/Street report

D) Police report

Adopt Agenda

Added Ron Hartmann EDA chair resignation and memo to New Business item J.

Added Jerry Rollings to New Business item K.

Added Resolution 5-1-06, part time police, to New Business item L.

Added Resolution 6-1-06, enrolling part time police in PERA, to New Business item M.

Added Miscellaneous as New Business item N.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations

Glen Coudron – Bolton and Menk

Engineer Coudron distributed the preliminary lot layout of Larry Caron’s property.  Mr. Caron stated that he might not do Second Avenue at this time.  There was a discussion about the utility and street stubs to Second Ave SW.  Engineer Coudron distributed a preliminary drawing of the storm water retention pond.  He explained the three possible outlets for the storm water from the new pond.  There was a general council consensus to do option C.  Engineer Coudron explained the situation of the sanitary sewer and the 48-inch storm sewer crossing at the same elevation on Third Ave SW.  Engineer Coudron distributed and reviewed with the council an updated schedule.  Mr. Caron asked about storm sewer assessments and how the pond would be assessed.  He was told that he would have to pay for curb, gutter and street assessments on the north and south sides of the pond.  Councilor Donovan asked about where the storm water would go when the property south of Borchert Road is developed.  Mr. Caron stated that he has a person interested in purchasing a lot and they would like to start building as soon as possible.  There was a discussion of how far south the street radius of Second Ave SW should go if Mr. Caron decides not to complete that street at this time.  Councilor Johnson mentioned the article about the dredging of Lion Pond in Mankato.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to have 36 foot streets on Third Ave SW, Lincoln St. SW and Main Street West and to have 34 foot streets on First Ave SW, Second Ave SW, Garfield Street and the west end of Lincoln St SW.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A.  Resolution 2-1-06 Interest Rate for Special Assessments

Administrator Woodruff recommended setting the interest rate at two percent because the city doesn’t always collect all of the taxes and there are some costs associated with the bond.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 2-1-06 approving interest rate for special assessment at two percent over the general obligation bond for each project.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
B. Special Assessment Deferments

The council discussed income limits rather than an age limit.  There was a discussion about the deferments from the 1993 street project.  Councilor Johnson stated that if deferments were extended, it would increase the tax burden of everyone in town.  Councilor Donovan suggested deferring Larry Caron’s property longer if he doesn’t sell the lots in three years.  There was a discussion that the assessments should be paid at the time the property is sold.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to delete the last two sentences of the deferment of special assessment policy (undeveloped property) so that it reads “In the event that a lot is sold or a building permit is issued, the deferred payment of the assessment no longer applies for that specific lot, and the improvements are immediately assessed against the benefiting property and payable.”  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 3-1-06 SCDP Draw Request

Councilor Treanor and Councilor Warner questioned the amount of administrative costs since no projects have started yet.  Administrator Woodruff will ask MVAC for a timeline.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 3-1-06 approving SCDP draw request #2.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

D. NW Gas storm sewer request

Mayor Swanson read the request.  Councilor Treanor asked why the lots could not be combined.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they are in different subdivisions.  Administrator Woodruff informed the council that the smaller parcel is 2500 square feet.  The VFW second lot is 1500 square feet and they got charged for both parcels.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to deny the request to not be charged the second storm sewer fee.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

E. Mayor and Council wages

The council discussed the previous council wage raise and reviewed the survey of other cities.  Administrator Woodruff suggested paying the council for quarterly meetings.  Mayor Swanson suggested a $200 raise for both the council and mayor.  The council discussed increasing the wages three percent per year.  It was the general consensus to amend the ordinance to raise the council wages to $1,200 per year, the mayor to $2,000 per year and increase them three percent annually after that.  Administrator Woodruff will re-write the ordinance for the next meeting.

F. State Building Code meeting

Administrator Woodruff stated that the Zoning Board has discussed the State Building Code.  Administrator Woodruff feels that residents would be very upset by the increased costs for building permits.  Indoor remodeling work would also need a building permit.  Councilor Warner suggested having a zoning inspector to inspect setbacks.  He also felt that the sewer lines should be inspected before they are backfilled.  

G. Resolution 4-1-06 investing in CD’s

Administrator Woodruff stated that Smith Barney had called about their CD rates.  The city currently has two 20-year CD’s with them now.  Administrator Woodruff recommended investing in these CD’s because the money would earn more interest.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 4-1-06 approving investing funds in short-term cd’s.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

H. Review homes-nuisance ordinance

Administrator Woodruff passed around pictures of four homes that have not yet completed their building permits.  Administrator Woodruff will send them another notice this week.  Then at the next council meeting there will be a resolution to go to court.  The council discussed the properties.  

I. Rotation of Public Works Equipment

The council reviewed the rotation schedule.  After discussing the equipment, Mayor Swanson stated that this would be a reference point for discussion at the next quarterly meeting.

J. Ron Hartmann resignation

Mayor Swanson read the resignation and memo.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Hartmann for his time and efforts since he as served on the EDA.  The council discussed ideas to make the EDA better.  Mayor Swanson accepted the resignation with regret.  

K. Jerry Rollings

Mayor Swanson has invited Jerry Rollings to attend the February 21, 2006 council meeting.

L. Resolution 5-1-06 Hire Part Time Police

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 5-1-06 hiring Talman Wiles, Grant Jacobs, and Aaron Louwagie as part time police officers.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

M. Resolution 6-1-06 Enrolling Part Time Police in PERA

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 6-1-06 enrolling part time police officers Talman Wiles, Grant Jacobs and Aaron Louwagie in PERA.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

N. Misc.

· Administrator Woodruff discovered that there is school funding available for a liaison officer.  She recommended approaching the school about this.

· Administrator Woodruff stated that Prairie Gold Seed is very delinquent in their loan payments.  Administrator Woodruff has talked to them and they have promised to pay.  There was a discussion about Prairie Gold Seeds.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 10:05 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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