CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday May 5, 2009
Members present:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.    Absent:  Etherington.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Fire Chief Langworthy, 1st Assistant Froehlich

Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger; Matt Hawker, Coleen Lindemann

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 4/21/09

B. Bills totaling  $110,854.63

C. Police Quarterly meeting minutes

D. Liquor Store quarterly meeting minutes

E. Project – contact information

F. Ditch 57 meeting

G. Public meeting notice

H. Auto Restore Club- on Main Street   

I. Assessment update

Staff Reports
Administration, Police, Wastewater/Street, Water/Park

Adopt Agenda

In Car Video was added as New Business Item H.

Request for Deaf Child sign was added as New Business item I.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Police Chief Honsey and Fire Chief Langworthy-Concerns for closing Main Street for T&C Days

Police Chief Honsey expressed concern with having the carnival on Main Street during the Highway 30 project.  He explained his reasons were mainly safety related.  Chief Langworthy suggested no parking on Smith and Troendle if the carnival is on Main Street.  Coleen Lindemann said they had asked the council two years ago if the project would affect the celebration.  She explained that if the carnival were moved, the food vendors and possibly the silent auction would have to be moved to keep everything together.  A 400 amp electrical service is needed for the food vendors.  The carnival is bigger this year and will take up two to three blocks.  Water is also needed for the food vendors and the carnival.  Mrs. Lindemann suggested waiting until closer to the celebration to decide.  She appreciated the concerns and the Town and Country Days Board is willing to work with the city.  Councilor Donovan suggested putting the carnival on Highway 30.  Administrator Woodruff will ask if this is possible.  Councilor Donovan will check at Kato Light to see if they would donate a generator.  Mrs. Lindemann expressed concern about splitting the carnival across Main Street because of kids crossing the busy street.  Mayor Swanson thanked everyone for his or her input.  

New Business

A. Town and Country Days Vendor Contract 
Administrator Woodruff will edit number ten because we don’t allow people under 21 in the beer garden.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to approve the vendor contract changing number ten.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 20-05-09 Panic bars   

Administrator Woodruff explained that the panic bars are for the Liquor Store.  The bars are old and don’t stay locked open.  In the fire department meeting room, Zach of Zach’s Lock Shop suggested putting an alarm on the south meeting room door.  The fire department will be able to shut off the alarm during the meetings.  There will need to be a sign stating the door is for emergency exit only and alarm will sound.  Councilor Donovan asked about a motion light for the barn.   Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded at adopt Resolution 50-05-09 approving replacement of panic bars at the liquor store and adding exit alarm on the south meeting room door at the fire station.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried.

C. Resolution 21-05-09 Census Committee

Administrator Woodruff stated that local communities are encouraged to take a more active roll in the 2010 census.  Counting everyone is important because Minnesota may loose a house seat.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 21-05-09 approving the local complete count committee for Census 2010.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried.

D. Resolution 22-5-09 Liquor Liability Insurance

Administrator Woodruff explained the Minnesota Municipal Beverage Association encourages its members to switch liquor liability insurance to the Wells Fargo Insurance.  Councilor Schultz asked about the dividends and multipolicy discounts in M & M ‘s letter.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the dividends would be lesser because it is based on the policy and there is no multipolicy discount.  Councilor Schultz asked if Administrator Woodruff had checked with other cities about the service.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the Minnesota Municipal Beverage Association backs the Wells Fargo Insurance.  Administrator Woodruff explained that it was the same coverage as the current liquor liability insurance through the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust.  Councilor Donovan stated that we are taking business away from a local business if we switch to Wells Fargo Insurance.  The council felt that the city is saving about $10,000 with the M & M price quote.  They did not feel the additional $3,000 savings would be worth taking business away from M & M Insurance.  Mayor Swanson complemented Administrator Woodruff for her cost savings efforts.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 22-05-09 changing liquor liability insurance carrier to M & M new price quote.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried.

E. Resolution 23-5-09 part time police officers  

Chief Honsey stated that two or three part timers have resigned.  Mayor Swanson asked about one of the candidates.  Mayor Swanson complemented Chief Honsey for the proposal.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 23-5-09 approving Pete Kisling and Jacob Rux to be re-hired as part-time police officers.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  Councilor Schultz asked if the new officers could be brought to a meeting so that the council could meet them.  

F. Sump Pump Ordinance Change  

Administrator Woodruff stated that Sewer Operator Bartholomew had talked about this change in the past.  Sewer Operator Bartholomew felt that residents should connect to the sump pump lines when they are installed on the new street projects.  Councilor Schultz expressed concern about making sure that everyone gets hooked up that puts the water into the street or on another property.  Administrator Woodruff said that the public works employees are good about letting us know which ones discharge into the street.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to amend Ordinance #51.39.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

G. Sixth Avenue Two-Way Traffic  

It has been discussed to make the 100 block of Sixth Ave NE two way traffic when school is out and then don’t allow parking on that block.  This would allow for better access during the Highway 30 project.  There was a discussion about letting people know when it goes back to one-way traffic.  It was the general consensus of the council to approve two-way traffic for the summer.  

H. In Car Video System    

Chief Honsey stated that a camera system was budgeted for this year.  There is currently a sale on the system.  Administrator Woodruff noted that all departments want something right now, even though there is a spending freeze.  Administrator Woodruff feels that the one officer is at a disadvantage because there isn’t a camera in the 2008 car.   Chief Honsey feel that the camera would pay for itself due to court costs associated with issues that were resolved with the video.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 24-05-09 approving the purchase of a demo in car video system for the K-9 car without the extra warranty purchase.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington.  Motion carried.

I. Request for Deaf Child Sign

Mayor Swanson read the request.  Matt Hawker stated that kids have been using Third Ave SW as a drag strip.  Mayor Swanson told him to call the police when the drag racing is going on.  Mr. Hawker requested three signs put up, two on 3rd Ave SW and one on Troendle.  Councilor Christian stated that with the trucks hauling, people all over town would request the speed bumps.  Mr. Hawker requested more police patrols between 4 to 6 p.m.  Councilor Schultz thought that the signs would be good.  He also suggested a blinking light sign.  Mr. Hawker said that people don’t stop at the stop sign.  Administrator Woodruff stated that children shouldn’t be playing in the street.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to grant the request for up to three signs.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:38 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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