CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, April 18, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson. 

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Water Operator Johnson, Officer Honsey 

Others present: Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Scott Zupfer

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson made a correction to the minutes.

Councilor Johnson questioned a bill.

Councilor Donovan questioned a bill.

Mayor Swanson congratulated Administrator Woodruff on her grant award.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

A) Minutes –4-4-06

B) Bills

C) Zoning Board minutes & permits

D) Letter from Allied Adjusters

E) March Gambling Report

F) MCFOA-certificate/election training

G) MCFOA grant award


Staff Reports   


 Administration reports 


 Water –Park Report – 


 Wastewater – Street Report –

              Liquor Store Report –

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 40-04-06 was added as New Business item M.

Miscellaneous was moved to New Business item N.

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Presentations- visitor presentation

Larry Johnson-water tower cleaning-Resolution 19-03-06

Water Operator Johnson explained that Maguire Iron built the water tower in 1994.  Following completion of the tower, the city entered into a ten-year contract with Maguire Iron to clean and inspect it every two years.  Water Operator Johnson explained that cleaning is a routine procedure that should be done every two to three years.  Councilor Johnson stated that there was nothing in the bid specifying how the water tower was going to be cleaned.  Water Operator Johnson explained that removing the sediment is cleaning the tower.  He explained the interior shape of the tower and how the sediment settles in the donut-shaped bottom.  Water Operator Johnson explained that we don’t want the sediment to go into the system when the water is drawn out.  He had climbed the tower earlier in the day for a visual inspection and stated that the tower looked fine.  Councilor Johnson asked when the inspection takes place.  Water Operator Johnson explained that the cleaning people visually look at it when they are here.  He stated that the city hasn’t received written reports, but Maguire Iron offered to take pictures and prepare a written report.  The council reviewed the form that Maguire Iron uses when they inspect the tower.  Councilor Warner stated that the council just wanted to make sure that the water tower was being taken care of.  Councilor Johnson expressed concern that the water tower was not being checked out and had contacted the City of St. Peter about their water tower maintenance.  She talked about icing in the winter.  Water Operator Johnson explained that has not been a problem because the tank is filled at night and there is a circulating pump.  He also climbs the tower in the winter and has not noticed any ice problems.  Councilor Johnson asked what is in the sediment.  Water Operator Johnson stated that it looks rusty in color, similar to the filter backwash water.  Councilor Johnson asked if the city filters for iron and magnesium.  Water Operator Johnson stated that the city does filter for those minerals.  Water Operator Johnson stated that if the council had any questions, to please contact him.  He also explained that the life of the water tower paint is ten to fifteen years.  He is looking to paint it within the next five years.  Councilor Johnson stated that she appreciated his information. Councilor Donovan asked if he had any experience with Water Tower Clean and Coat.  Water Operator Johnson explained that he has seen them at trade shows.  They had come to Mapleton last year and asked for the opportunity to bid on cleaning the water tower.  He stated that they are getting good results by using robotics.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Johnson for attending.   Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 19-03-06 hiring Water Tower Clean and Coat to clean the interior of the water tower and hiring Water Tower Clean and Coat to clean the exterior of the water tower.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Scott Zupfer-for Jennifer Meyer building permit

Scott Zupfer explained the addition he would like to put on his house and that he was requesting the front setback be seventeen feet.  It would be economically difficult to heat the addition if it had a thirty-foot set back.  He also stated that the addition wouldn’t look very good set back thirty feet.  Administrator Woodruff stated that earlier in the day herself and Councilor Johnson had attended a loss control meeting about undue hardships.  She stated that the variance could be granted if the addition didn’t change the looks of the neighborhood, that the property owner didn’t create the situation, and if it wasn’t an unreasonable request.  Councilor Donovan asked the feeling of the Zoning Board.  Councilor Treanor stated that the Zoning Board denied the permit because it didn’t meet the thirty-foot set back.  Councilor Donovan had spoken the Mr. Zupfer and felt that the addition would look nice if it is lined up with the porch at the seventeen-foot set back.  He stated that this would also save three large trees.  Councilor Warner stated that a lot of times hardships come with the design of existing older houses.  Councilor Johnson and Administrator Woodruff both felt that the reasoning for undue hardship would apply to this situation.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve the permit of Jennifer Meyer on the condition that the addition is seventeen feet off the front property line.  The variance will be granted due to undue hardship, it would be more atheistically pleasing and wouldn’t change the looks of the neighborhood.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Zupfer for attending.

New Business

A. Dust Control  

Administrator Woodruff noted that Stan Solie had requested dust control for Elm Street.  She asked if Mr. Solie pays for half of the cost.  Administrator Woodruff also asked if any dust control should be applied to the southwest area of town.  She felt that there wouldn’t be any construction work done to Third Ave SW until later in the summer.  Councilor Warner stated that there shouldn’t be as much traffic on Third Ave SW this summer due to the road construction.  Councilor Johnson thought that this year the council was going to make a decision about the dust control.  Administrator Woodruff stated that last year Borchert Road residents were charged for dust control, but after several complaints, the city decided not to charge the residents.  Councilor Warner stated that Mr. Solie should be the same as the other streets because he isn’t causing the dust problem.  Councilor Donovan suggested charging Wells Concrete for dust control because they are causing the dust problem on Elm Street.  

B. Special Assessment and notice

Administrator Woodruff felt that the assessments shouldn’t be payable in thirty days because the project hasn’t even started yet.  She recommended the assessments be paid by November 9, 2006.  Councilor Warner suggested publishing another legal notice with the extended due date.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the sanitary sewer service line assessments were based on footages and pictures that were taken of the properties.  Engineer Coudron tried to estimate the restoration costs and they are figured a little high.  This portion of the assessments would be lowered if it costs less to do the work.  Property owners won’t be billed any more than what is listed on the assessment roll.  Administrator Woodruff stated that property owners need to sign an agreement that we can come on their property to do this work.  A meeting has been set up with Travis Shorter to discuss his sewer situation.  Councilor Johnson asked if any of these homes have lead water service lines.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they had been surveyed.  She will send notice to any that have lead water lines.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there are six properties that have foundation drains connected to the sanitary sewer.  Mayor Swanson asked about the procedure for the public hearing.  Administrator Woodruff will ask Bolton and Menk to do a presentation.  Councilor Johnson asked if property owners had the assessments.  Administrator Woodruff responded that they do and that she should know the interest rate by the public hearing.  Mayor Swanson asked Administrator Woodruff to prepare answers to possible questions that may be asked at the public hearing.  Councilor Warner stated that the city is paying for approximately half of the costs.  He asked how the city would pay for this.  Administrator Woodruff stated that two levies would be done in 2009.  Councilor Warner suggested looking to see if there are excess funds in the budget to pay down on this bond right away.  Mayor Swanson asked what happens if people disagree with the assessments.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they need to give a written statement at or before the public hearing.  

C. Resolution 33-04-06 Hiring Part-Time Officer

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Officer Honsey explained that the officer has completed all training and passed the background check.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner                      seconded to adopt Resolution 33-04-06 hiring Anthony Aiken as a part-time police officer.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
D. Resolution 34-04-06 Enrolling Part Time Officer in PERA

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 34-04-06 enrolling part-time officer in PERA.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

E. Resolution 35-04-06 Promotion to Police Chief

Mayor Swanson felt that Administrator Woodruff wrote up a good recommendation.  Councilor Warner stated that all are aware of the fine job that Officer Honsey has done since he has been here.  Mayor Swanson felt it was important that Chief Swartz has made positive comments about Officer Honsey.  Administrator Woodruff felt that Officer Honsey has done an outstanding job and that the city would be lucky to have him as our police chief.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded adopt Resolution 35-04-06 promoting Benjamin Honsey to Police Chief.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   Officer Honsey thanked the council.

F. JobZ Boundary Modification – Resolution 36-04-06 Approval JobZ Tax Exemption

Administrator Woodruff explained that the first resolution is to change the JOBZ zone boundaries.  Councilor Donovan noted that Lake Crystal is donating some of their land so that Mapleton is actually gaining in JOBZ area.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 36-04-06 approving JOBZ tax exemptions.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

G. Request of Business Subsidy for Erosion Technologies Project-Resolution 37-04-06 Erosion Technologies Project

Administrator Woodruff stated that if approved, the city would only get tax from the land, not any improvements that are made on the land.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 37-04-06 approving JOBZ tax exemptions for the Erosion Technologies, Inc. project.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

H. Application for Permit for Windmill Bar

Administrator Woodruff stated that she would send the application in to the state after the council approves it.  She stated that the Municipal Liquor Store employees attended server training with the Windmill employees.  The Windmill has applied for a catering permit and has turned in all insurance documents.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the only reason for denial is if the catering license is denied.  Mayor Swanson thanked Administrator Woodruff for her help to guide them through the process.
I. Police Department retirement
Administrator Woodruff asked if all council members could be present at 5:30 pm for a presentation.  Mayor Swanson complemented Administrator Woodruff and Deputy Clerk Olsen for the nice job on the invitations.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there have been many invitations sent out because there have been many police officers that have worked here over the years.  

J. Council and EDA meeting-April 25 at Fire Station
Mayor Swanson reminded everyone of the joint Council and EDA meeting on April 25th.  Administrator Woodruff will post the special meeting.

K. Resolution 38-04-06 Appoint Zoning Board Member & Chairman
Mayor Swanson expressed his support for the recommendations.  Councilor Donovan felt that all of the nominations were good.  He asked for the reasons as to why Harvard Jaeck was selected as the new board member.  Administrator Woodruff stated that some of the Zoning Board members didn't know Jason Klein.  Bob Prescher had pushed for Harvard Jaeck.  Councilor Johnson asked why they felt that Bob Johnson had a conflict of interest.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it was just a comment that was made.  Councilor Johnson asked what the qualifications were.  Administrator Woodruff replied that there weren't any.  Councilor Treanor stated that the recommendations were the consensus of the Zoning Board.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the Zoning Board has made recommendations for new members in the past.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 38-04-06 appointing John Treanor as Zoning Board Chairman and Harvard Jaech as the new board member.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

L. Resolution 39-04-06 Draw Request #4 SCDP Grant

Administrator Woodruff explained that the last draw request was for less than $2,000.  The state won't pay requests for less than $2,000.  Therefore this is the revised draw request #4.  Administrator Woodruff mentioned that they are still looking at expanding the area to get more projects. Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 39-04-06 approving SCDP Draw Request #4.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

M. Resolution 40-04-06-Order for Repair
Administrator Woodruff was told that they had the material to finish the building repairs.  No more work has been done since the last notification.  Administrator Woodruff noted that if the work was not completed in the next 30 days, then the city would need to go to court.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 40-04-06 approving order for repair at 204 Second Ave SE.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

N. Misc.

· Administrator Woodruff had talked to Ron Hartmann about the sign near Daly Park.  The chamber was looking into replacing it.  She told him that the EDA would be willing to pay for half of the sign if it was a generic shop Mapleton sign.  

· Councilor Johnson noted that the welcome sign on the south end of town looks nice with the lighting at night.  Councilor Treanor noted that the sign at the west edge of town is not lit at night.

· Mayor Swanson asked about the Heritage Park sign.  Councilor Donovan thought that the Beautification Committee could do something about it.  Councilor Johnson thought that the Beautification committee was out of funds.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the park department has some money for a new sign.  Councilor Donovan felt that the Park Board should meet to look at a new sign.

· Councilor Donovan talked about the Tracy Whitney/Ben Honsey sewer project.  Councilor Johnson stated that the city needs an as built map for this project.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:56 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor
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