  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday April 5, 2005

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew


Others present:  Erik Olsen, Laurence DeRemer, Scott Birr, Kelly Sandborg, Tim Brandt, Gerald Doering, Steve Ertman, Chris Arce and Steve Kloss from Wells Concrete.    

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson questioned what the police car repair bill was for.

Councilor Johnson made a compliment about the water pumping report.

Councilor Johnson asked if the Letter from the State Auditor should be addressed.

Councilor Johnson commented on the letter from Bolton & Menk.

Councilor Warner requested Eighth Ave N be added to the agenda.

Letter from David Kofoed was removed from the consent agenda and added as New Business item K.

Councilor Johnson asked if the workers comp issue needed to be discussed.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it was taken care of.

Councilor Johnson stated that both the water and wastewater generator usage needs to be documented and requested a usage/hourly report.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 3-15-05

B)  Bills

C) Household Hazardous Waste Facility yearly report

D) February Gamming Report

E) February water pumping report

F) Letter from State Auditor

G) DEED Letter

H) Public Works Quarterly 

I) Letter from Bolton & Menk

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

D) Police Report

Adopt Agenda

Twanda Anderson was removed from visitor presentations.

Wells Concrete was added to visitor presentations.

Michael Whiteis letter was added as New Business item H.

Ray Marquardt sidewalk request was added as New Business item I.

Eighth Ave N was added as New Business item J.

Well Repair was added to Old Business item D.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Presentations – visitor presentation

Wells Concrete   

Administrator Woodruff stated that she had received calls about the pit behind Wells Concrete.  The fence around the pit is currently down and it is being cleaned out.  Kelly Sandborg explained a situation involving a two-year old that had recently happened.  He requested that a permanent fence be placed around the pit since he felt it is essentially a permanent pool.  Steve Kloss of Wells Concrete stated that they had some trouble during the winter with the fence, but were willing to put up whatever type of fence was necessary.  He also stated that parents needed to help keep their kids away because it is hard to see children when operating large equipment.  There was a discussion about the situation.  It was brought up that at a Planning and Zoning meeting, there was a request to have a buffer of shrubs between the new residential subdivision and the industrial area.  It was the consensus of the council to approve a six-foot chain link fence.  In the meantime, Wells Concrete was instructed to put the snow fence back up.  Wells Concrete requested more police patrols due to vandalism issues.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending.

Old Business

A) Screamin’ Eagle Grill-bankruptcy notice

Administrator Woodruff stated that the bankruptcy notice was just for council information.

B) Water and Sewer Rates-step two 

Administrator Woodruff presented three different options for rates if the council chose to lower the minimum water usage amount.  There was a discussion about the differences between the current minimum (8,000 gallons) and the proposed minimums of 4,000, 5,000 or 6,000.  The rate would need to be increased to make up the difference in lost revenue if the minimum is lowered.  There was a discussion about those on a fixed income.  Councilor Treanor suggested lowering the water minimum to 6,000 gallons.  Councilor Donovan and Johnson felt it should be lowered to 4,000 gallons.  Mayor Swanson suggested a compromise of 5,000 gallons.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this would all come back in a resolution if the council wanted to think about it for a while.  She will plan on 5,00 gallons per quarter for now.  Mayor Swanson and Councilor Johnson thanked Administrator Woodruff for her work on this.

C) T & C Agreement 

Mayor Swanson thought it was a good idea to have something in writing for in the future when there are different personal on both boards.  Councilor Johnson felt that they needed to provide security for their events and beer gardens to help out with traffic and security.  Councilor Johnson asked who was obtaining the liquor license for the beer garden.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the relief needs to unless Mark gets a catering license.  Councilor Johnson questioned if Town and Country Days should be allowed to have any tables since we didn’t have enough tables last year.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew stated that the picnic tables aren’t taken out of the picnic shelter.  There was a discussion about the electricity charges.  Councilor Johnson asked if there would be beer sold at the Demo Derby or the Tractor Pull.  There was a discussion about the beer garden fence.  The council discussed the liquor liability.  It was the consensus of the council to still require a one million dollar liquor liability insurance policy.  There was a discussion about the tables.  It was the consensus of the council to allow them to have half of the benches, but no tables.  The council clarified that the city does not have enough barricades and cones for the parade.  The council set the second council meeting in April for when the liquor license request needed to made.  It was the consensus of the council to require them to provide two security personal for the beer garden.  There was a discussion about the bleachers.  After the vinyl coating has been installed, it would be difficult to move them without damaging the vinyl.  It was the consensus of the council to allow Town and Country Days to use the bleachers with the understanding if there are any damages, they will need to recover them.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to table the agreement until the issues are resolved.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D) Well repair

Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew explained what needs to be fixed on Well #2 per the inspection report from Bergerson-Caswell.  Option #1 includes switching to PVC pipe and a new soft start motor.  The cost of Option #1 is $14,703.25.  Option #2 is for new piping, but to keep using the current motor.  The cost of Option #2 is $9405.00.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew explained that with the PVC pipe, the motor would not be pulled for inspection; it would run until it wears out.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there is a $900 rebate available from Xcel Energy for the soft-start motor.  It is estimated it will cost about $1,000 for an electrician to do the electrical work on the new motor.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the well is down until the council makes a decision.  After some discussion, Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 36-04-05, approving Option #1 at a cost of $14,703.25.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried. 
New Business

A) Gravel Roads

· South West part of town

The council reviewed the information provided in the packet and also from Travis Shorter.  Administrator Woodruff explained the annual situation with the standing water issues in the area.  The ditch and culvert system is not working properly.  Gerald Doering and Steve Ertman explained their situations and the history of the area.  The council discussed their options to either re-do the ditches and culverts or to pave, curb and gutter the whole area.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew stated that the garbage truck is tearing up the gravel roads and he is not in favor of ditches in residential areas.  The council discussed the possibility of fixing the ditches temporarily and possibly doing curb and gutter next year.  Councilor Treanor noted that this area of town is not on the priority list for a street project, but thought that maybe it should be.  The council directed Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew to work with Paul Sellers to do something short-term to help with the standing water problem.  Administrator Woodruff was directed to send a letter to the residents informing them of the council’s decision to do a street project.  Administrator Woodruff was also directed to contact the city engineer to start preparing the preliminary report.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 35-04-05 authorizing Bolton and Menk to prepare a feasibility report for the gravel portions of First Ave SW, Second Ave SW, Third Ave SW from Garfield to Highway 30, Garfield St SW, and Lincoln St SW.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    Mayor Swanson thanked Mr. Ertman and Mr. Doering for attending the meeting.

· Laurence DeRemer request

Mr. DeRemer requested that a sump pump line be dug into the corner of Eighth Ave SE and Troendle St. SE.  He would pay for half of the cost if the city would pay for the other half.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew stated that in the past, the city has not participated in cost sharing if someone wants to put in a sump pump line.  The city has paid half for a sump pump line installed behind the curb when street projects are done.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew was not in favor of seeing the street torn up for just one line.  Mr. DeRemer stated that he has paid for a lot of sewer during his years of living here.  Councilor Warner suggested putting a T in so that other people could eventually hook onto in the future.  There was a discussion of hooking into abandoned catch basins on Troendle rather than on Eighth.  There was a discussion about the abandoned catch basins.  Administrator Woodruff noted that it should be done before WW Blacktop fixes the corner of Eighth Ave SE and Troendle St. SE.  It was suggested that the water puddle by Mrs. Pick’s house could be drained if a tile was to go farther down on Eighth Ave SE.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to grant the request with the city paying half with the specifics to be determined at a later date.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Abstain:  Johnson. Motion carried.

· Northwest Gas Company alley request

Northwest Gas requested that the alley to their north be widened due to the semi traffic.  There was a discussion as to why trucks turn there.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew was of the opinion to fix Third Ave NE, widen the alley apron and to blacktop the alley.  Currently there is no drainage for the alley.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew stated that he could widen the alley and firm it up.  There was a discussion about doing the 100 and 200 blocks of Third Ave NE and First Ave NW when the Highway 30 project is done.  

· Intersection of Third Ave SW and Garfield.

The council discussed the situation at the intersection.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew will add some gravel and widen it some.

B) Resolution 29-04-05 Accepting Fiscal Duties/Joint Powers Agreement 

Councilor Warner asked if the financial liability is limited to the amount of the grant.  Mayor Swanson stated that no money for this is coming from local taxpayers.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the council would still need to approve the Joint Powers Agreement.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 29-4-05 accepting fiscal duties of the MYCL Initiative and entering into a Joint Powers Agreement with the Maple River Community Network.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C) Resolution 30-04-05 Tree Trimming for 2005
There was a discussion about who Vision’s Tree Service is.  Councilor Johnson questioned who did the tree trimming last year.  Administrator Woodruff stated that More Affordable Tree Service did it last year and that the city was not pleased with their work.  Mayor Swanson asked Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew to explain the cost differences.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew explained that compared to last year’s bid, Pfeffer Tree Service is quite high.  Councilor Johnson asked about how much tree trimming is expected to be done.  She had a problem with bidding by the hour rather than having a specific amount that needs to be done.  She had concerns about them working slow since she felt that two years ago the crew wasn’t very speedy.  There was a discussion about the trees on Sixth Ave SE.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 30-04-05 approving Vision’s Tree Service for tree trimming for 2005 in the amount of $67.37 per hour.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

D) Resolution 31-04-05 Revisions and additions to Police Policy Handbook 

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Donovan thought that the revisions looked thorough and that Office Honsey and Administrator Woodruff did a good job.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 31-4-05 approving revisions and additions to the Police Department Policy Handbook.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

E) Resolution 32-04-05 Preparation of Report

Administrator Woodruff noted that the preliminary report was on the table.  Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew stated that the sewer line is in poor shape.  Lining it should help with I/I problems.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 32-04-05 ordering preparation of report on improvement.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

F) Resolution 33-04-05 Calling Hearing 

Mayor Swanson noted that this hearing is scheduled for May 3, 2005 at 7:30 p.m.  Councilor Warner suggested having an estimate for how much it costs to dig up the street and replace the sewer.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew noted that unfortunately most I/I problems are in the service lines going to the individual properties.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 33-04-05 calling for hearing on improvement.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

G) Resolution 34-04-05 Approving Sewer Lining Bid 

Mayor Swanson opened and read the bids.  The council discussed the bids.  Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 34-4-05 accepting sewer lining bid of Visu-Sewer Clean and Seal in the amount of $24.75 per linear foot.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   

H) Michael Whiteis letter

The council reviewed the letter.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew explained what had been done.  There was a water leak on Main Street West.  After some investigating, it was determined that Mr. Whiteis’s curb box was leaking due to electrolysis.  Mr. Whiteis was present when Krengels dug to find the leak.  He was never told that he wouldn’t have to pay.  At the time, it was speculated that this might be warranty work.  However this was not covered under the warranty.  Since he did not pay Krengels, he was told that the city would pay the bill and put the amount on his taxes.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this was just for council information.  

I) Ray Marquardt Sidewalk Request

Administrator Woodruff explained the location and the situation.  The sidewalk does not continue past his property to the north and there is a portion of it missing.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the council to grant the request for the removal of the sidewalk.  

J) Eighth Ave N

Councilor Warner stated that he had been approached by the resident at 302 Eighth Ave NE about the dust from the gravel road.  Mr. Current would like to see the road treated earlier than it normally gets treated.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew stated that the dust control company wouldn’t apply the chloride until after the weight restrictions are lifted.  Dust control is typically applied one week before Memorial Day.  Administrator Woodruff will check on when the dust control can be applied this year.  Public Works Supervisor Bartholomew recommended that the council look at Borchert Road near the intersection of Fourth Ave SE.  

K) Letter from David Kofoed

Mayor Swanson stated that John Kofoed had West Nile last summer.  It is known that there is West Nile here because of the testing of dead birds.  Erik Olsen, a member of the park board, was present to urge the council to not do anything too rapidly.  He feels that a mosquito management program takes a lot of planning before it can be implemented.  Mr. Olsen has done some research and learned that most agencies feel that using larvasides are more effective than aldulticides.  His primary concern is with using pesticides to kill mosquitoes.  Mr. Olsen also learned that the chance of getting West Nile Virus is very small.  Those people with the highest risk of developing the disease are also the same people who are most likely to have adverse reactions to pesticides.  Mr. Olsen strongly recommended the city do everything possible to not allow standing water where mosquitoes breed, to educate the public, and to possibly use a larvacide to control the mosquito population.  Mr. Olsen stressed the importance of having a plan, especially because pesticides have health risks of their own.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for his input.  Administrator Woodruff will have something for the next agenda with cost estimates and opinions of other cities.

Mayor Swanson noted that Officer Honsey is doing a good job while the other two full-time officers are on medicals leaves.  He encouraged the council to give Officer Honsey a pat on the back.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Officer Honsey has been called out a lot recently.

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 10:39 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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