  CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday October 5, 2004

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Cox, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen and Officer Honsey

Others present:  

Adopt Agenda

Beautification Committee report was added as Old Business item B.

Resolution 60-10-04 was added as New Business item E.

Miscellaneous was added as New Business item F.

The Public Hearing was removed from the agenda.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the notice had not been published in the paper.  She mentioned to the council that a resident is threatening to call the Minnesota Department of Trade and Economic Development to stop the development grant because he is not in the district.  There was a discussion about this.  It was the consensus of the council to limit the speakers at the public hearing to five minutes.

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Johnson had some corrections for the Town and Country Days Articles of Incorporation.  The Articles of Incorporation had already been approved by the Secretary of State and were included in the council packet as information only. 

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 9-21-04

B)  Bills

C)  Letter to Blue Earth County

D) T&C –Articles of Incorporation

E) August Gambling Report

Staff Reports

A) Administration Reports

B) Water-Park Report

C) Wastewater-Street Report

Old Business

a) Performance Evaluation update

Administrator Woodruff reported that she had just received all of the evaluations.  She should be finished totaling them up by next week.  

b) Beautification Committee
Councilor Johnson gave a report about a recent beautification committee meeting.  The committee requested permission to move ahead with purchasing an entrance sign along County Road 7 on the south edge of town, an entrance sign along Highway 30 on the west edge of town, memorial clock in library park, large field stones with established dates on them for the entrance signs already set, and consideration of additional lighting for entrance signs.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Cox seconded to accept the report and to back the projects the committee wants to do.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
New Business

a)  Resolution 58-10-04 Drug and Alcohol Policy-Fire Department

Council members discussed that this is a good policy.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 58-10-04 approving drug and alcohol policy of the Mapleton Fire Department.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

b) Park shelter Permit

Administrator Woodruff reported that there were 17 requests to reserve the park shelter this year.  People get upset when they are told that the city doesn’t have a reservation system.  There will need to be a sign “Reserved for...”  Council members requested that “no glass bottles” be written on the permit.  It was suggested that there be a time limit of 10 p.m.  It was the consensus of the council to not have a beer permit.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the request of a Heritage Park Shelter Reservation and a fee of $25.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Councilor Johnson asked if dance/baton sessions are held in the park again this year, if it would be a $25 charge for all of the sessions, or $25 for each occurrence.  It was the consensus of the council that $25 would be charged for each occurrence.  

c) Resolution 59-10-04 Instructor Training

Officer Honsey explained the Firearms Instruction Certification and DARE trainings.  Councilor Cox moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 59-10-04 approving instructor training for Officer Honsey.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Cox and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Administrator Woodruff noted that the county may not do the DARE program next year.  The instructor training in January is free.  The city would only need to pay for a part-time officer to fill shifts.  After some discussion, Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Cox seconded to approve sending Officer Honsey to DARE training assuming the school wants to continue with the program.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

d) MNDOT Highway 30 Update

Administrator Woodruff presented information about the Highway 30 project.   The engineers will be at the next meeting to discuss this further.  Mn/DOT would prefer to do the whole street rather than just the 2 blocks.  There was a discussion about places where some sewer and water work would be needed.  Administrator Woodruff noted that there are new laws regarding storm sewer water.  Mn/DOT will consider 2009 projects in January 2005.  

e) Resolution 60-10-04 Election Judges

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Cox seconded to adopt Resolution 60-10-04 appointing election judges for the general election to be held on November 2, 2004.  

f) Miscellaneous

· The first council meeting in November was changed from November 2, to November 3, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. due to the general election.

· There was a discussion about the lawn that is not yet established at 405 Third Ave SW.  Administrator Woodruff will watch to see if it gets done by mid-May.

· Administrator Woodruff will send a sidewalk repair notice to the owner of 207 Second Ave SE.  There has been a chunk of sidewalk missing for quite some time.

· Administrator Woodruff asked the council to clarify if the 8,000-gallon minimum also applies to the second water meters.  She noted that on a survey of other Minnesota cities, most do not have a minimum for the second meter.  Currently the minimum charge on the second meter is about $36.  The second meters are only billed once per year.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the council to leave the minimum on the second meter the same as the first meter.  

· W W Blacktopping is waiting for their cement person to do the intersection of Troendle and Eighth Ave SE.

· Mayor Swanson requested that “please consider using protection for sewer backup” be added to building permits for new houses.  There was a discussion about the recent sewer backups.  Bolton & Menk will supply information about the flow meters at a later meeting.

· Mayor Swanson noted that there would be a candidate forum at the Mayor/Clerk meeting on October 14, 2004.

· Councilor Cox attended a seminar about meth labs.  She wanted to thank the firemen because these are dangerous situations.

· Mayor Swanson noted that Sertoma was interested in having a circus again.  The council was not in favor of having it at Heritage Park.  

· Councilor Warner noted that the house siding is still not complete at 207 Silver Street E.  Administrator Woodruff will send them a notice.

· Councilor Johnson asked if every other tree west of the picnic shelter were still going to be cut down.  The Beautification committee is looking for some evergreen branches for the planters.  It was the consensus of the council to let the Beautification committee have the branches from the trees that will be cut down.

· Councilor Cox noted that the grass and weeds that hang over the curb along Central Avenue look bad.  The council noted that this was property owner responsibility.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:37 p.m.

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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