CITY COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, December 05, 2006

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present: Sarah Nihart-Maple River Messenger, Jerry Etherington, Wayne Radke, Gary Boening   and Paul Helland.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan felt that the city was spending too much money at Mankato stores when more items could be purchased in Mapleton.  Councilors Donovan and Warner felt that more items should be purchase in Mapleton even if they cost more money.    

Councilor Johnson moved and Councilor Warner seconded to approve the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

A) Minutes 11/21/06 

B) Bills


Staff Reports   


 Administration, Police Wastewater/Street and Water/Park Reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to approve the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Presentations

Truth in Taxation Hearing – Proposed Budget

Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the Truth in Taxation hearing at 7:05 p.m.  Residents present asked why there was such a large percentage increase in their taxes.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the county significantly raised the valuations on several pieces of property.  The city did raise the debt levy 28%, but individual tax increases are based on property valuations. Administrator Woodruff recommended that they talk to the county assessor about their property valuations.  She will call the county to see how the taxes are calculated and let everyone know.  Mayor Swanson thanked the residents for showing interest and attending the hearing.  The Council discussed increasing home valuations.  Councilor Warner compared the debt payments from the 1993 and 2006 projects.  He felt that the council should have planned ahead for the 2006 street project by increasing the utility rates in advance.  Then the council could pay for a portion of the project with the utility funds rather than increasing taxes a large amount.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 7:25 p.m.

New Business

A. Resolution 99-12-06 Increase in utility surcharge

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the increase is to cover the increase of the state fee.  There was a discussion about the state fee.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Johnson seconded to adopt Resolution 99-12-06 approving increase in utility surcharge.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Motion carried.    

B. Resolution 100-12-06 increase storm sewer fee
Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the storm sewer fee is not generating enough money to pay for the storm sewer portion of the bond.  Her proposed amounts should generate a small amount of extra revenue to pay for storm sewer service lines.  The council had previously discussed installing storm sewer service lines in Brian Court and Eighth Ave SE.  Councilor Warner asked about the storm sewer work that was done between the churches.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there was enough money in capital outlay to pay for that project.  Councilor Johnson stated that the council discussed doubling the storm sewer fee at the beginning of this project.  Councilor Donovan was opposed to the increase and felt that the money should come from elsewhere.  Councilors Donovan and Warner felt that the proposed transfers to capital outlay should instead be transferred to the storm sewer fund.  Councilor Johnson stated that the unused money is designated in capital outlay for specific projects.  Councilor Treanor stated that it is better to save a little money every year so that the taxes don’t have to be raised as much to pay for items.  The council talked about the Highway 30 project.  Administrator Woodruff explained the proposed transfers are to designate the unused money otherwise it is undesignated in the general fund.  The council has always transferred unused money to the capital outlay at the end of the year to help defray the cost of purchasing large items in the future.  After much discussion, the council compromised on transferring $5,000 for sidewalk repairs.  The council will also consider transferring the unused $15,000 for a part time public works employee to the sidewalk capital outlay fund.  The council would like to see the rest of the money transferred to the storm sewer fund.  Administrator Woodruff will recalculate the transfers and determine if the storm sewer fee would still need to be increased.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table Resolution 100-12-06 and Resolution 101-12-06 for more research.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 101-12-06 transfer funds
Tabled in New Business item B.

D. Resolution 102-12-06 draw request #7

Administrator Woodruff explained the draw request.  She talked about the retainage percent and concerns that the subcontractors haven’t been paid for their work.  Administrator Woodruff recommended to not lower the retainage until after the subcontractors have been paid.  It was the consensus of the council to leave the retainage amount up to the discretion of the engineers and Administrator Woodruff.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 102-12-06 approving draw request number seven Contractor’s Edge in the amount of $53,179.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Johnson, Warner, Donovan and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Administrator Woodruff mentioned that Engineer Coudron and Jason Cook moved the mailboxes that were too far away from the curb.  Councilor Donovan asked why Water Operator Johnson lowered some of the water valves.  

E. 2001 G.O. Bond Refunding

Administrator Woodruff discussed the possibility of refinancing the 2001 G.O. Bond to get a lower interest rate.  This would save approximately $17,000 in interest.  It was the consensus of the council to consider refinancing this bond.    

Mayor Swanson recessed the meeting at 8:07 p.m.  All were invited to his house for the annual Christmas party.  

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor

Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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