CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday April 15, 2008

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:07 P.M. in the Mapleton City Council Chambers.

Members present: Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Treanor present at 7:20 p.m. and Swanson. 
Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Office Assistant Glarner
Others present:  Kelly Spillman-Maple River Messenger, Tony Gregor-Token BBQ, Rolin Sinns-MNDOT, Glen Coudron & Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Bob Noyes-Digital Graphics. 
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A)  Minutes 04/01/08
B)  Bills totaling $141,991.31
C)  Water pumping report
D)   Letter to Larry Furland

E)  Email from T. Shorter
F) 2008 Tree Trimming map

G) Letters to MNDOT

H) Letter from MN Dept of Health

I) Zoning Board Minutes &  Permits

J) BEC Sheriff Statistics\

Staff Report
1)  Administration Reports

2)  Police Reports

3)  Wastewater/Street Reports

4)  Water/Park Reports

5)  Liquor Store Reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Presentations

Rolin Sinns and Glen Coudron updated the Council on the status of the Highway 30 project.  Rolin stated that an official Resolution for no parking on Highway 30 is needed.   
Mike Johnson – storm sewer line (item A. old business) – not present
Old Business

A.  Mike Johnson storm sewer line
Mike Johnson is requesting the City pay for moving the storm sewer line on his lot on Lincoln St to make it a buildable lot.  Mike has plans of building a house on that lot.  Councilor Schultz is concerned that a dangerous precedence would be set, if the City pays for moving Mikes storm sewer line and not pay other residents in Mapleton.  Mayor Swanson stated that in the end with a house being on the property that the City would benefit in taxes.  Councilor Donovan pointed out if a realtor had sold the property, it’s sold “as is” and the Council wouldn’t be having this discussion.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to deny Resolution 20-04-08 moving storm sewer line.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan and Schultz.  Nye:  Swanson, Etherington and Treanor.  Motion fails.  Administrator Woodruff will get more accurate amounts on moving the storm sewer line and Council will discuss at next Council meeting.  
    B.  Fire Station
Administrator Woodruff stated the Fire Exit door hinges are rusted but the actual door jams are fine.  The city received a bid from Farm & City Construction, Inc. to replace door and to remove chimney.  Councilor Donovan questioned if our City staff couldn’t install the door and Farm & City do the chimney.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Treanor seconded that the City staff replace the back door and Farm & City Construction, Inc. remove chimney.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
 C. Restaurant Bills
Administrator Woodruff is keeping track of all the bills the City is/has paid towards Token BBQ.  The City Attorney is keeping track as well.  
New Business

A. Resolution 21-04-08 Closing fund 335
Administrator Woodruff explained that the auditor recommended closing out debt fund 335 and moving to the 425 fund.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded closing fund 335 and moving remaining balance to fund 425.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Treanor, Etherington and Swanson.  Nye:  none.  Motion carried. 
B. Resolution 22-04-08 Closing fund 445 
Same reasoning as stated above.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded closing fund 445 and moving remaining balance to fund 425.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Treanor, Etherington and Swanson.  Nye:  none.  Motion carried.  
C. Resolution 23-04-08 Removing billboard
Administrator Woodruff explained that it was discussed at an EDA meeting that Town and Country does not want to use the billboard anymore.  The EDA would like to take billboard down.  The City does not have a contract with Magic Media.  The City owns the land and Magic Media owns the billboard but has not paid any rent to the City.  Bob Noyes from Digital Graphics stated he would like to lease the sign from the City to advertise the community.   Motion moved to table Resolution 23-04-08 to remove billboard until Administrator Woodruff can get legal information from the City Attorney on what the Cities rights are.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

D. Resolution 24-04-08 Incentives for commercial business
Administrator Woodruff stated at a previous EDA meeting they had discussed giving new business owners incentives. If a business bought a building in Mapleton, that business would receive the first quarter’s utility bill and a building permit for one year for free.  Councilor Donovan asked that this be added to the City’s web-page.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded giving incentives for new commercial businesses.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   
     E.  Resolution 25-04-08 hiring library assistant for the summer

Administrator Woodruff explained that the library would like to hire Mary “Izzy” Brieter as a library assistant for the summer of 2008 at minimum wage.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded Resolution 25-04-08 hiring Mary “Izzy Breiter as library assistant for the summer.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   

     F.  Change wording in bylaw-fire department
The update is to state that Fire Fighter 1 is to be certified within 3 years.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded changing the bylaw for the fire department.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
     G.  Resolution 26-04-08 Loan Request from Token BBQ
Administrator Woodruff explained that Tony from Token BBQ is requesting an EDA loan for $75,000 to purchase the business.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve loan request in the amount of $75,000 be presented to the Mayor/Clerks Association and the Blue Earth County Board.    Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Schultz, Donovan, Etherington and Swanson.  Nye:  None. Motion carried.  

H. EDA work report from city staff
At the previous EDA meeting, hiring a part-time EDA Director was discussed.  Administrator Woodruff asked if that would be something the Council would be interested in.  Councilor Schultz suggested to hire as a consultant when extensive knowledge is needed.  

I. Resolution 27-04-08 Approving Tree Trimming

The city has received 2 quotes for tree trimming on a per hour basis.  Budget for 2008 is $10,000.  Councilor Etherington suggested hiring the local business.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded Resolution 27-04-08 to hire Pfeffer Tree Service at $100 an hour up to $10,000.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Donovan, Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
Misc

Councilor Donovan suggested the City continue to keep up with enforcing ordinances, some people might not know they are in violation.  Administrator Woodruff said that Chief Honsey will be sending out a mass mailing letter to inform people of some ordinances.
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 9:18 p.m.

Recorded by Lynn Glarner.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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