CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

December 7, 2010

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian, Schultz and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew, Chris Langworthy-Fire Chief, Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo

Others present:  Rob Lawson-Maple River Messenger, Alison Welin

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.   

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    
A. Minutes 11/16/10

B. Bills totaling $

C. Public Notice Budget Hearing

D. Museum board members

E. Staff Written Reports

Adopt Agenda

New Business item C was removed.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew reported more shingles blew off of the storage shed after the last strong wind.  He noted that the building needs attention.  Mathiowetz has hired someone to do some items on the punch list.  It has gotten too cold to finish the repairs to the sewage ponds this year.  The valve is not holding again at the filter plant.  There problems with the bucket on the loader again.  The loader has been fixed three times with each time the parts costing approximately $500.  They have also done a lot of snow removal.  Mayor Swanson asked if the loader is overused.  Mayor Swanson commended the public works department for the good job on the snow removal.  

Liquor

Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo reported she has done some wine tastings lately and they have gone over well.  There have been several costly repairs lately.  They will be closed New Year’s Day and will do the inventory on Sunday.  She is getting some new products in for the holiday.  Mayor Swanson asked about the improvements that she had requested at the last quarterly meeting.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they have been put on hold due to the cost of fixing items lately.  Councilor Schultz asked about the snowmobile promotion.  Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo noted that they did not have many snowmobilers last year.  She did note that the lunches have gotten busier.  Councilor Etherington felt that the staff does a real good job.    

Police

Police Chief Honsey reported the DARE field trip is next week.  He has received a snowmobile complaint by Maplemart.  The snowmobile club will put up a sign.  Councilor Etherington asked about the K-9 certification.  

Mayor Swanson thanked all department heads for their reports and to keep up the good work.  

Public Hearing – proposed property taxes

Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:16 p.m.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the state is projecting a surplus this year so the city should receive all of the LGA.  The preliminary budget was set at a fifteen percent increase.  The final general budget is a four percent increase.  But due to a decrease in the debt levy, the overall increase is only 1.9 percent.  Mayor Swanson asked if the previous cuts were carried over into this budget.  Administrator Woodruff reported that they were.  All departments except public works have lowered their expenditures.  The public works department has a lot of maintenance issues.  Administrator Woodruff also noted that she has not heard any complaints about the fifteen percent increase that was reflected on the tax statement.  Councilor Etherington stated that if anyone had a concern, then they should show up to the meeting.  Alison Welin asked some general questions about the budget.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 7:26 p.m.

New Business

A. Resolution 42-12-10 2011 Budget
Councilor Schultz felt that this budget put the city in a good position to weather any LGA cuts that may happen next year.  He felt good about this budget.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 42-12-10 adopting final 2011 tax levy in the amount of $569,886.79.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan.  Motion carried.

B. Ordinance 71.03 Emergency/Snow emergency parking regulations

Police Chief Honsey presented changes to the winter parking ordinance.  Residents would be given eight hours notification of a snow emergency.  The changes would allow for the towing of vehicles that are in the way of snow removal.  The council reviewed the pros and cons of the proposed changes.  Councilor Schultz asked who would do the towing.  Police Chief Honsey hadn’t arranged for a company yet, but he planned on asking Gartner Garage if they were interested.  The ordinance would go into effect January 1st.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the ordinance changes and snow emergency notifications would go on the Facebook page and also email notifications in addition to the radio stations.  Councilor Donovan asked about an odd/even system.  Police Chief Honsey noted that this would fix the problem where cars park on both sides of the street and the road grader won’t fit between them.  Councilor Donovan asked what would prevent a person from taking their spare keys and stealing their vehicle from the impound without paying for it.  Police Chief Honsey stated that it was up to the towing company to secure the cars and collect payment.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Ordinance 71.03 and eliminate chapter 73 Schedule 1.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff reported that the dump trunk has turned into a serious safety issue because the tailgate keeps falling off.  Councilor Etherington asked if it would be cheaper to hire the hauling rather than purchase a different truck.  Councilor Donovan asked if it would be possible to retrofit the old pumper into a dump truck.  Councilor Donovan also asked if it would be possible to trade in the old pumper with the old dump truck.  

· Administrator Woodruff noted that nine sidewalks were cleaned after the last snow.

· Councilor Donovan asked about notices for past due loans.  Administrator Woodruff stated that was for council information and she would keep them informed.    

Mayor Swanson recessed the meeting at 7:59 p.m.  All present were invited to reconvene at the Mayor’s house for the annual Christmas Party.      

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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