CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, January 16, 2018
Members present:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Absent:  Christian.  
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Public Works Supervisor Chaffee
Others present:  Heather Lowe -Maple River Messenger 
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Added Resolution 6-1-18 as New Business item G.

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Warner asked about Tonya Winters property.  Administrator Woodruff had asked the city attorney if the city could offer her money to purchase her property and Ms Winters could have her stuff back if it isn’t stored in town.  The council discussed what they would to with the house.  Councilor Maslakow did note that it is likely the city will spend another $20,000 to clean up the property again.  The council discussed an offer to purchase Ms. Winter’s Property.  Administrator Woodruff suggested proposing the offer and then Ms. Winters would need to let the city know by February 3rd or her possessions would be disposed of.  If Ms. Winters rejects the city’s offer, then the city will proceed with the original plan to dispose of the items currently in the city’s possession and certify the expenses to taxes.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to direct Administrator Woodruff to with the city attorney to make an offer on the Tonya Winters house to give back her items and the city would get her house with the stipulation that her property could not come back into the city limits.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.    
Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 1/2/18
B. Bills totaling $30,100.46 and $49,557.25

C. Letter from Attorney to T. Winters Attorney 
D. Free Press Article – Kaduce Tires
E. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Public Works Quarterly

Public Works Supervisor Chaffee reported on the following:

· Equipment changes

· Wells

· Refresh public works logo

· Snow removal from sidewalks

· Park path

Unfinished Business
1.  Resolution 05-01-18 cleanup of Winter Property & certify to taxes
Mayor Hollerich explained that the property is currently in storage and assess the amount due to her property taxes is Ms Winters does not respond by February 3rd to the house offer.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 5-1-18 approving proposal for disposal of property and certify delinquent account to taxes in 2019.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.         

New Business

A. Resolution 02-01-18 Inspection of Well Pump #2 
Public Works Supervisor Chaffee explained that Well #2 will be the well that is used when the water tower is down for repairs.  He feels the pump should be replaced due to its age.  It is a ten year mump that has been in the well for twelve years.  When the pump is pulled, they will inspect the casing and recommend any additional service.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 2-1-18 approving Thein Well to inspect well #2 and replace pump assembly.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.         
B. Resolution 03-01-18 Replace Tractor and snow blower
Public Works Supervisor Chaffee recommended replacing the bi-directional that is used for snow blowing and pulling the leaf vac.  He felt that a different tractor could be better utilized to also be used and a mower tractor as well as having a front-mount snow blower.  Mayor Hollerich explained that the looked at the equipment during the quarterly meeting and the blue bi-directional tractor is 25 years old.  There would be some efficiencies for trading in the smaller newer tractor that is used for snow removal and mowing and purchasing a skid loader at a later time.  Public Works Supervisor also recommended upgrading to an air seat for an additional $700.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 3-1-18 approving purchase of a John Deere 6120E and snow blower at a cost of 49,900                                 from Kibble Equipment.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.         

C. Public Works Logo
Public Works Supervisor felt it was time to freshen up the public works logo.  There is some equipment that currently does not have a logo on it.  The logo would also be added to any future equipment that is purchased.  It was the consensus of the council to go with the bottom logo on the sample logo page included in the council packet.  
D. Sidewalk cleaning for next winter
Public Works Supervisor Chaffee explained that currently the city hires Sellers Construction to clean snow from the sidewalks where residents have not removed the snow within 36 hours after a snow event.  He felt that public works department has hired out too much work and that staff could take care of this in the future.  Currently the police department makes the list of which sidewalks need to be cleaned.  The public works department would also like to take over that responsibility to not take up police time.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee would like to start cleaning the sidewalks next winter, so Sellers Construction could be given adequate notice.  Councilor Etherington felt that the $50 fee was too much and asked if renters could be billed rather than the property owner.  Councilor Warner and Mayor Hollerich both noted that is something that needs to be in the contract that owners have with the renters.  It was the consensus to approve the request for public works to remove the snow from residential sidewalks after 36 hours after a snow event.  
Public Works Supervisor Chaffee also mentioned the Heritage Park walking path.  It has not been cleared this winter due to its poor condition after recently spending a lot of money to fix the path.  The public works department is not going to clear the snow from the path until it is fixed for better drainage.  It was the consensus of the council to not clear the path of snow this winter.  

E. Meeting changes for February
State caucuses are on February 6th, so that meeting will need to be cancelled or moved to a different time.  As the Mayor can not attend the February 20th meeting, he proposed that the council just hold one meeting in February on February 13th.  He reminded the council that we are hosting the Mayor/Clerk meeting on February 8th at Maggie J’s at 6:30 pm.  The next liquor store quarterly meeting will be on February 13 at 3:30 pm and the Fire quarterly on February 13th at 6 pm.  There will also be a workshop on March 13th at 7 pm.  
F. Resolution 4-1-18 Fireworks

Mayor Hollerich explained that in the past the city has paid $5,000 for Town and Country Days fireworks out of liquor store funds.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 4-1-18 approving fireworks for Town and Country Days.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  
G. Resolution 6-1-18 Election Judges

Mayor Hollerich explained that election judges needed to be approved for the upcoming special primary election and special general election.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the election judges.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  
Councilor Etherington asked if there were many people who applied for the administrative assistant position.  Administrator Woodruff replied that 49 applications had been received.  Twelve applicants have been selected for the first interview.  Then there will be a second interview for the top candidates.  

Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:43 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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