CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday January 22, 2013

Members present:  Etherington, Christian, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton and Menk, Tom Olinger-Abdo, Eick & Meyer, Dana Ziegler, Chris Huck

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Mayor Swanson complimented Police Chief Honsey on the police statistic report.   

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 1/8/13

B. Bills totaling  $58,458.63 December and $19918.90 January 

C. Quarterly reports, Public Works, Fire & Liquor

D. Police Statistic Report

E. Staff Written reports

Adopt Agenda

Mayor Swanson asked to move up the Maple River Baseball to after Community Comment.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for community comment.

Presentation

Maple River Baseball

Dana Ziegler from the Maple River Baseball talked about their program.  He requested the purchase of new aluminum benches for the baseball field at Heritage Park. With the city’s permission, they will order the posts for the batting cage.  The batting cage is a joint venture with the softball association.  The cages will not be a burden on the city since the organizations will take care of the nets.  They will purchase the batting cage and donate it to the city.  Mayor Swanson complimented them on donating their time and talents to the baseball program.  Chris Huck stated that the baseball fields are used almost every night of the week during the season.  Councilor Schultz feels it is a good program and the community gets benefits from the program.  He recommended purchasing the benches from the park capitol outlay.  It was the consensus of the council to have a resolution at the next council meeting.  Mr. Ziegler invited council to their board meetings.    

Tom Olinger-Auditor and Dan Sarff-Bolton and Menk – Street Project

Engineer Sarff distributed and explained the preliminary assessment roll for the public hearing on Monday Night.  Councilor Etherington asked if churches could be assessed.  There was a discussion of the cap on non-residential property.  Councilor Schultz asked about just doing the PFA funded part of the project.   

City Auditor Olinger talked about funding the street project.  The utility rates will cash flow the PFA funded portion without a net increase in rates.  The water rates could be lowered and the sewer rates increased by the same amount to have zero impact on residents.  He did note that it is a good policy to regularly re-evaluate rates to have small increases every year rather than large increases at a time.  Mr. Olinger recommended transferring money from the capital reserve to the debt levy so the tax levy would not have to increase.  In 2017 some debt drops off.  At that time can either stop the capital reserve transfer to the debt or do another project.  Councilor Schultz asked how much the city could save by doing the reconstruction portion now rather than waiting a few years.  Engineer Sarff estimated five percent, but it is hard to quantify that.  Councilor Schultz asked how much work in the reconstruction area is PFA funded.  Engineer Sarff replied that approximately $300,000 of the sewer work is covered by the PFA funding.  Administrator Woodruff explained a couple of the problems in the reconstruct area.  Councilor Schultz suggested a workshop to discuss a transfer from capital outlay to the debt levy on a yearly basis to keep the debt levy down.  He asked the auditor to run some scenarios for how much money to keep in capital outlay and the resulting transfer to the debt funds.   Councilor Schultz thought it should be addressed at the public hearing that the council is looking at ways to lower the overall debt of the city in order to avoid debt levy increases.  Councilor Etherington pointed out some of the people on the assessment roll that will complain about the assessments.  Engineer Sarff noted that the project will have to be done at some point and the assessments won't be any less in future years than what they are estimated now.  Councilor Schultz stated the reason we are doing this project is that the residents came to the council requesting something be done about the sewer backup problems.      

Unfinished Business

A. Resolution 3-1-13 Bid on House and land at 506 Smith St NE

The council discussed the Fritz family wanting some of the things from the house. It was the consensus of the council they will have to work with Mr. Albrecht if they still want the stained glass window and water pump.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 3-1-13 accepting the bid from Gary Albrecht in the amount of $3,518.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye: Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion Carried.    

New Business

A. Town and Country Donation 

Administrator Woodruff explained that Liquor Store Manager Johnson suggests donating $500 or less to the Town and Country Day Committee for the beer garden because the Liquor Store received very little advertising last year.  Councilor Schultz recommended a dollar amount and a percentage of the profits, per last year’s recommendation from Liquor Store Manager Johnson.  He felt a portion of the profits might entice the Town and Country Day Committee to have a vested interest in the success of the beer garden.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded adopt Resolution 4-1-13 donating $1,000 half of the beer garden profits to the Town and Country Day committee.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye: Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion Carried.      

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:21 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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