CITY OF MAPLETON

Public Hearing

Monday, January 28, 2013

Members present:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Ervin Kaduce, Verna Kaduce, Robert Cramer, Elaine Cramer, Hank Massop, Paul Landsteiner, Virginia Denn, Loren Michael, Leonard Gartner, Marie Gartner, Steve Langworthy, Greg Smith, Erica Oehlerich, Bob Reeves, John Hollerich, Gary Boening, Steve Boening, Steve Current, Margaret Current, Marlin Kunard, Ken Warner, Sharon Grunzke, Ryan Bair, Dan Schaefer, Matt Healy, Sheila Klein, Jason Klein, Norm Jenkins, Bruce Stanton, Kristen Taylor, Jeff Taylor, Andy Hagen, Kevin Etherington, Dana Truebenbach  

Mayor Swanson called the public hearing to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.  Engineer Sarff presented an overview of the proposed street and utility project.  Kevin Etherington did not feel that his property value would increase as much as the amount of the proposed assessment.  Engineer Sarff explained the appeal process.  Residents on Charlotte Court were opposed to a wider street with curb and gutter.  Jeff Taylor questioned who paid for the remainder of the assessment over  $14,000.  Paul Landsteiner questioned why the interest rate is two percent above the bond rate.  Administrator Woodruff explained it is to pay for the cost of bonding.  He also asked why residents were not informed about this sooner.  Councilor Schultz agreed that long-range plans should be posted for residents to view.  Jeff Taylor asked about the I/I problems.  Engineer Sarff explained that it is not an exact science, but the combined impact of sump pumps and foundation drains collectively around town contributes a lot to the problem.  Virginia Denn asked about the sewer connection on Charlotte and Troendle and if it would be better designed so that won’t keep backing up.  Steve Current talked about the dust issue on Eighth Ave NE and would like to see that street have blacktop because of the athletic field traffic.  Hank Massop asked why Troendle St. needed to be fixed and how does the city have the authority to require sewer line replacement behind the right of way.  Engineer Sarff explained that the televising reports and smoke testing results showed poor sanitary sewer conditions.  Mr. Massop also asked why the city was not reimbursed from the state because there was extra traffic on Troendle St. during the Highway 30 project.  Norm Jenkins stated that the residents on Troendle St. are not having sewer issues.  John Hollerich, representing the Mapleton Community Home, explained that they would prefer the project delayed due to cash flow issues at this time.  Bruce Stanton, representing the United Church, stated it would be difficult to make the payments.  Bob Reeves questioned the sewer lining on Lincoln St.  Dan Schaefer felt there was nothing wrong with First Ave SW and this project should be put on hold for a while.  There was a show of hands and approximately fifteen residents were against the reconstruction project.  Paul Landsteiner asked about the cost of the survey work that was already completed.  Engineer Sarff explained that the information could still be used in a few years.  Gary and Steve Boening talked about the lift station improvements being a good idea because another line would increase the capacity and get the water to the ponds faster.  It was the general consensus of those present that the PFA funded portions should be done.  Councilor Schultz stated that it makes sense to do the PFA funded project now and the city does have the funding without causing an extra burden on the citizens.  Mayor Swanson stated that the council would make a final decision at the next council meeting.  Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:44 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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