CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, October 17, 2017
Members present:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.    
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Public Works Supervisor Chaffee
Others present:  Heather Lowe-Maple River Messenger  
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Councilor Warner requested Park Hours be added as New Business Item C.
Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 10/3/17
B. Bills totaling $105,467.06
C. Zoning Permits
D. Klein Vineyard-Insurance update

E. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Unfinished Business

1. Nuisance Property of Tanya Winters – update- letter to be sent for time line
Administrator Woodruff had a letter in the packet that was approved by the city attorney.  The letter outlaid costs and a timeline of dates when items will be sold or disposed of.  Administrator Woodruff will mail out the letter tomorrow.  She also noted that Ms. Winters will be billed an additional $300 for storage rent.  
New Business

A. Zoning Request – to split lots   
Mayor Hollerich explained that the zoning board met to review the request from Troy and Melissa Huepper to split their lot at 108 Smith Street into three lots.  The planning and zoning board approved the request.  The Hueppers have been informed that there is a deferred special assessment on this property.  If the lot is split and developed, then the assessment will be due.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the zoning request of Troy and Melissa Huepper to split their lot.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
B. I & I Plan 
Public Works Supervisor Chaffee explained he is looking to enforce the I/I plan that was proposed several years ago.  Public works personnel will use a tv camera to check for footing tile connections to the sanitary sewer in resident’s houses.  Councilor Warner stated that this should have been done 30 years ago.  Administrator Woodruff explained that this plan was set up on 2011 and there was an open house at that time for residents to get more information.  The residents will have one year from date of inspection to correct violations.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the council still wishes to do a special assessment for residents as a way to pay for correcting the violations.  For some people, this will be a financial hardship.  Administrator Woodruff also explained that there is a proposed charge of $4 per month to switch the sump pump into the sanitary during the winter months.  The fee was not previously charged as that was the driest winter on record.  Councilor Warner felt the $4 was fair as there is administrative work associated with this.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee explained that they can do the televising year-round as they have time.  Then they will check the connections in the spring to make sure that everyone switched their sump pumps out of the sanitary sewer.  Mayor Hollerich asked about the inspections when houses are sold.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee explained that there are a lot of houses that have not come up for sale that are violators.  Administrator Woodruff also felt that now is a better time then when the house is up for sale because the yards are torn up to disconnect the foundation drains from the sanitary sewer.  It was the consensus to approve a loan program to help homeowners to pay for the cost.  It was the consensus to charge $4 per month in the winter months for residents to switch their sump pump connection to the sanitary sewer.  
C. Park Hours
Councilor Warner noted that some people like to walk in Heritage Park in the morning.  Mayor Hollerich also stated that a resident had asked him about walking in the park at 6 am.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee explained the police have the most problems with people in the park from 10 pm to 5 am.  Mayor Hollerich explained that it is difficult to write an ordinance for everything.  He seriously doubted that the police would stop someone at 6 am who was just walking their dog in the park.  Mayor Hollerich understands the residents’ concerns, but feel that the ordinance does not need to be changed at this time. 
Mayor Hollerich reminded everyone that there is no meeting on November 7, 2017 due to the school referendum voting.  
Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adjourn the council meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:24 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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