CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday October 18, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Schultz, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.          

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen   

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Utility rate information was added as Consent item D.

Councilor Schultz asked about a building permit.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 10/4/11

B. Bills totaling  $69,529.95 

C. Zoning Permits

D. Utility Rate Information

E. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Donovan and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    

Unfinished Business

A. St. Andrew’s Court

Pat Duncanson had asked if the city is ready to take over St. Andrew’s Court.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew had noted that some of the sump pump caps are broken.  Since this is a minor issue, it is unlikely they would fix them.  It was the general consensus of the council to have a resolution at the next meeting.  

B. Smoke Testing update

Engineer Sarff will have a proposal at the next council meeting.  Administrator Woodruff explained the findings of the smoke testing.  The council discussed some of the areas where smoke should not have been seen.    

New Business

A. Resolution 57-10-11 Background Check Policy 
Administrator Woodruff felt that this policy gave the council some latitude.  She has made a new application notifying applicant that a background check would be done prior to hiring.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 57-10-11 accepting background check policy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

B. Leaf Vac rent out to St. Clair

Mayor Swanson read the request.  Administrator Woodruff told the St. Clair clerk that we have never rented out the leaf vac.  Councilor Schultz asked if the leaf vac is in fine shape.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it is working.  Councilor Donovan stated that the city has denied requests from other cities to use the leaf vac in the past, so the council should be consistent with that decision.  He also noted that we are using it every day right now.  Mayor Swanson noted that this is a good project, but the city has turned down Amboy on past requests.  Councilor Etherington thought that there might come a time when we need the city of St. Clair’s help.  Councilor Donovan asked what it would cost our taxpayers to rent the leaf vac out for a day.  He noted that we are fortunate to have equipment that some other cities don’t have.  There was speculation of how many houses and what exactly would be done in St. Clair on November 9th.  Councilor Donovan felt that the leaf vac with an operator should be added to our rental cost list.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the leaf vac stops when it snows.  It very may well snow by November 8th.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to deny the request from the City of St. Clair but to prepare a rental cost.  Councilors Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson voted Aye.  Councilor Etherington voted nay.   Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· There was not much new to report on the Liquor Store at this time.  The liquor store is not in the red yet.  Administrator Woodruff explained there is a corrective action plan that will hopefully help to turn some things around.  Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo was directed to put together some proposals in the next month.  Administrator Woodruff talked about some of the changes/ideas that have been implemented.  When more information is available, the council can have a workshop.  Councilor Etherington wanted to have a closed meeting.  Administrator Woodruff explained that there are only certain reasons a meeting can be closed.  Councilors Etherington and Donovan did not want to wait very long for something to be done and felt that we should cut our losses right away.  Administrator Woodruff will keep the council updated.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:59 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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