CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, October 21, 2014
Members present:  Schultz, Etherington and Swanson.  Absent:  Treanor and Christian
Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen

Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station. 
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Etherington questioned one bill.  
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 10/7/14
B. Bills totaling  $648,663.27
C. Zoning Minutes and permits

D. Letter from Senator Julie Rosen
E. Snow Emergency Notice

F. Public Meeting with MNDOT 10/29/14

G. Thank you from Good Thunder

H. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Johnson Building update was added to Unfinished Business item 1.
Band for Town and Country Days was added as New Business item G.

Dan Sarff’s will not be attending the meeting, but Administrator Woodruff has a summary.  
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment. 

Unfinished Business

1. Johnson Building Update 

Administrator Woodruff gave an update on the building at 210 Main Street East.  Boening Brothers took down the brick from the top front of the building and installed a beam on the corner.  The plan is for the whole front to come down and a wall will be put up.  Ron Johnson indicated that the wall would be twelve feet high.  Administrator Woodruff reported that the attorney recommended giving Mr. Johnson a week for due process.  Mayor Swanson questioned if the west wall and support beam were structurally sound.  Councilor Schultz felt the front should be fully enclosed, not a partial wall.  

New Business

A. Resolution 54-10-14 Declaring Cost to be Assessed   
Administrator Woodruff presented a summary of the PFA project progress.  She asked the council how long they wanted the assessments to be.  The council had been doing fifteen year assessments, but these assessments are smaller than previous assessments.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the council to do fifteen year assessments since they can be paid off early.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 54-10-14 declaring cost of assessments and ordering preparation of proposed assessment.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Etherington and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor and Christian.  Motion carried.  
B. Resolution 55-10-14 Setting Hearing on Assessment 
The assessment hearing will be held on November 18, 2014.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 55-10-14 setting assessment hearing date.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Treanor.  Motion carried.  

C. Tree Trimming for 2014
Mayor Swanson talked about a boulevard tree at 802 Main Street East that is a safety concern since it is rotten on the inside.  Councilor Etherington felt the trees need to be taken care of.  Councilor Schultz noted that FEMA will reimburse a portion of the money that was spent on storm cleanup earlier in the year.  Councilor Schultz also felt that the dead trees in the park should be removed since they are safety concerns and it takes public works time to pick up the branches.  Administrator Woodruff suggested the council hire Pfeffer Tree Service since he has done all of the trimming so far this year.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 56-10-14 approving removal of the trees listed plus the one at 802 Main Street East and work the way down the list of trimming for a maximum of $5,500 spent.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Treanor.  Motion carried.  
D.   Resolution 52-10-14 Hiring Cleaning of City Hall

Mayor Swanson read the resolution.  Councilor Schultz felt the quote was very reasonable since the city is paying more than that amount now to have Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen and Police Chief Honsey clean the city offices.  Councilor Etherington felt that Rebecca Rose could clean city hall when she cleaned the liquor store for no more money than she is currently getting paid.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 52-10-14 approving cleaning of city hall.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Treanor.  Motion carried.  

E.   Resolution 53-10-14 Recodify City Code Book

Administrator Woodruff informed the council that several updates and changes were made to ordinances during the year.  Councilor Schultz clarified that they will make sure the changes are all ok and numbered correctly.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the sewer ordinance that we received back from American Legal Publishing was not our ordinance and Police Chief Honsey is working on changes to another ordinance.  The whole ordinance book was recodified in 2007.  Then we waited too long to update the code book.  Mayor Swanson noted that if the ordinance book is not up to date, lawyers will use that against us.  Councilor Schultz stated that the longer the city waits to recodify the ordinance book, the harder it is.  Mayor Swanson also mentioned that they will check for changes to state law that affects the city ordinances.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 53-10-14 approving update to city code of ordinances.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Treanor.  Motion carried.  
F. Approve Investment Policy 

Administrator Woodruff explained that the auditors write up a finding every year that the city does not have an investment policy.  The investment policy is very similar to what other cities in Minnesota have adopted.  Administrator Woodruff noted that Pioneer Bank has talked to her about different investment options.  Mayor Swanson recommended having a representative from Pioneer Bank talk to the council about the investment options.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the investment policy.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
G. Town and Country Days Band  

Administrator Woodruff reported the Town and Country Day Committee would like the dance and beer garden at the Fire Station again.  Following Town and Country Days, there was a Facebook survey of who people would like to have for a band.  Hicktown Mafia was a popular suggestion.  They are a little more expensive, but do have a good following.  They charge $2,000 and are available on June 13th.  Councilor Schultz felt the band cost could be part of the city’s contribution to Town and Country Days.  It was the consensus to book Hicktown Mafia.  

Deputy Clerk Olsen mentioned the chili cook off scheduled for October 25th where all donations go to Maple River Loaves and Fishes.       
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:46 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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