CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, October 3, 2017
Members present:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.    
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Public Works Supervisor Chaffee, Police Chief Honsey
Others present:  Lori Carlson, Amber Duncanson, Sandy Treanor, Jamie Bergwick
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Added Boening Brothers Bid to Unfinished Items number 2.
School Referendum info as New Business Item I.
Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 9/19/17
B. Bills totaling $635,782.97
C. Zoning Permits
D. Senior Dining changes
E. B.E. County Capital Improvement Plan

F. Letter from City Attorney

G. Maggie J’s Liquor Renewal

H. Clean up day credit
I. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Unfinished Business

1. Nuisance Property of Tonya Winters  
Mayor Hollerich noted that there has been communication between Tonya Winters and city staff.  Administrator Woodruff has stopped communicating with her.  Tonya is demanding a list of her stuff.  It was the consensus of the council to direct her questions to the city attorney.   
2. Boening Brothers Bid
Mayor Hollerich explained that Boening Brothers original bid for the park was $17,104.10 and city staff was told the bill would be about $8,000.  There was an error in billing and the bill ended up being $15,800.  City staff put a hold on the gravel because this was approved based on the costs coming in at half of the original price.  Mayor Hollerich asked if the council still wanted to proceed with the gravel.  Councilor Warner thought the council should wait until there are final plans for the park.  Administrator Woodruff noted that something must be done now as it cannot be left as clay.  She also stated that the gravel hauling will still be cheaper for us now as there is still the option to back haul.  Mayor Hollerich recommended to proceed as planned with the gravel as parking space is always needed in the park during ball games and this is a cheaper option to get gravel.  It was the consensus of the council to continue with the gravel as planned to utilize the cheaper hauling with Boening Brothers.      
New Business

A. Resolution 56-09-17 Replacing 3 sets of Bleachers  
Mayor Hollerich explained that the city has some bleachers but they have been used and abused.  Moving them during Town & Country Days does not help their condition.  Public Works Chaffee explained that there are currently five sets of bleachers.  He is looking to purchase four row bleachers that are wider so we don’t have to have the railing.  Randy Mosloski is willing to purchase the old bleachers for $125 per set.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee is willing to drive to Iowa to pick the bleachers up and this would save on shipping cost.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 56-9-17 replacing three sets of bleachers from Kay Park Recreation at a cost of $5,001.75 plus the cost of transportation.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.                                                   
B. Resolution 57-9-17 Resolution for Ice Rink
Mayor Hollerich explained that there have been a few requests for an ice skating rink.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee looked at various options.  The one he proposed is a collapsible frame that snaps together and has a plastic liner.  The five-foot sections are considerably cheaper than other options out there.  More five-foot sections can be added as needed in the future.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee noted that it will need new liner every three years.  Administrator Woodruff explained that it will be placed by the horseshoe courts.  The light there can turn so the ice can be lighted this year.  Mayor Hollerich felt this was a good value if it can get some kids outside and active during the winter.  The city has not had an ice rink in a long time.  All the park board members are excited about this.  Councilor Warner asked about a warming area.  Mayor Hollerich noted that this first year there will not be a warming house, but park benches will be moved nearby as an area for people to put on skates.  They may look at a mobile warming house in the future.  Councilor Etherington asked about liability.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the city is covered for this just like all the other playground equipment.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 57-9-17 approving purchase of an EZ-ICE rink for a cost of $3,900.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Hours of city parks
Mayor Hollerich explained that Administrator Woodruff and Police Chief Honsey recommended setting hours for the city parks.  There are starting to be issues with individuals in the parks in the middle of the night.  If there are set open hours, the police can use this as a tool to get people to leave the park during the night.  The recommendation is for the parks to be open from 7 am to 10:30 pm.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Christian seconded to approve the hours of operation at city parks.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    
D. Memorial Donations & Gift Program Policy
Mayor Hollerich explained that the city has received memorial donations or gifts in the past to place in the park.  This policy resolves how to handle donations.  Administrator Woodruff noted that some donations may not be the best item for the park.  This gives the city a reviewing process.  This policy will apply to all city property.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to approve the memorial donation and gift program policy.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   
Mayor Hollerich explained that the park board met before the council meeting.  They would like to move ahead to the planning stage and fundraising for new bathrooms/concession stand/pavilion/splash pad in Heritage Park He explained the benefit of a splash pad and that they are very popular.  Sandy Treanor visited a splash pad in another town and it was very popular.  She recommended getting corporate sponsors and this is a good time to get donations.  Councilor Warner would like to see more fundraising for projects.  
Public Works Supervisor Chaffee explained that the boy scouts would like to build a gaga ball pit.  There was a recent article in the Mankato Free Press about gaga ball.  Councilor Warner would like to see a plan before granting permission for the boy scouts to build the gaga ball pit.  Mayor Hollerich noted it is nice to have an active park board that is working on a list for the five-year plan. 
E. Resolution 58-9-17 Draw Request Number Three Holtmeier
Mayor Hollerich noted that the project should be done within the next couple of weeks.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee explained that there have been three water main breaks on Troendle St SW west of Third Ave SW intersection.  The water main broke in the same spot in 2006 after that project came on line.    
Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 58-9-17 approving draw request number three in the amount of $527,356.26 from Holtmeier Construction, Inc.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
F. Resolution 55-09-17 Replace VFD at Lift Station

Public Works Supervisor Chaffee explained that a VFD went out after a lightning storm at the lift station.  It went out too long after the storm to have an insurance claim.  He would like to get it back on line as one pump is not working now.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Christian seconded to replace the variable frequency drive at lift station.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
G. EDA Board Member change

Mayor Hollerich explained there has been some turnover of EDA members.  The EDA has not met with regularity.  They would now like to meet monthly during lunch the third Wednesday of the month at Maggie J’s.  Administrator Woodruff explained that each member will pay for their own meal.  This is just to avoid another night meeting when everyone else is so busy.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington                     seconded to approve the EDA members.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
H. Meeting on November 7th
Since November 7th is election day, Mayor Hollerich recommended cancelling the meeting.  It was the consensus of the council to cancel the first meeting in November.  
I. School Referendum Info
Mayor Hollerich explained there have been several questions at the city level about what would happen if the school referendum is passed.  There is a lot of inaccurate info going around.  The prepared information sheet would be mailed to every homeowner.  Councilor Warner asked about controlling parking on city streets.  Mayor Hollerich explained that there will be ample parking area on school grounds.  The school will be approximately two blocks away from Borchert Street so he does not anticipate parking on the streets to be an issue.  Councilor Warner asked if a six-inch water main is sufficient.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee replied that the six-inch water main is over designed as the sprinklers only need a four-inch water main.  A four-inch water main is all that is needed for the kitchen and bathroom facilities also.  The school engineer is comfortable with a six-inch water main.  Councilor Warner then asked why a ten or twelve-inch water main was necessary in the down town business district.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee noted that is designed for the future.  Residential areas generally have an eight-inch water main for fire protection.  The school will have a sprinkler system that should work to keep any fire under control.  He also explained that the fire department actively trains for every possibility and have a very positive response time.  Councilor Maslakow asked about moving the Borchart Street project up.  Mayor Hollerich suggested waiting to see what the traffic patterns will be.  There are opportunities for safe routes to school grants.  Councilor Warner asked if the council could pass a resolution in support of the school referendum.  It was the consensus of the council to not vote on a resolution of support now.  It was the consensus of the council to mail out the information as it was better to have correct information out to the public.  There was a discussion about sidewalks.  Police Chief Honsey noted that kids are already walking on the street in areas that don’t have sidewalks.  Moving the school will just shift which kids are walking on the streets.  
Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adjourn the council meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 8:21 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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