CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, October 6, 2015
Members present:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Treanor absent.       

Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Water Operator Johnson
Others present:  Sara Hein -Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, John Graupman – Bolton & Menk, Monte Eastvold –Northland Securities. Helen Mitchell
The council met at 6:30 p.m. at the filter plant for a tour and information about the proposed filter plant improvements.  

Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 9/15/15
B. Bills totaling $112,418.51
C. B.E. County Public Notice – Solar Garden by Mapleton
D. Staff written reports

Community Comment

Helen Mitchel asked about her building permit application.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it will be discussed at the Zoning Board on Monday.     
Presentation:

Dan Sarff – filter Plant
John Graupman of Bolton and Menk presented background information about the filter plant and presented the preliminary engineering report for the filter plant rehabilitation project.  The base bid includes filter rehabilitation, tank welding and patching, repainting and removal and disposal of the filter media.  The options include replacing filter face piping and valves, remove and replace raw water piping, a new ladder and walkway and a commercial dehumidifier.  The base bid estimate is $149,000 and the options could make the total as high as $282,000.  The project is expected to take approximately six weeks.  During this time the water would not be filtered.  Painting the pipes could also be an option for a little more than the base price.  The council needs to decide if they want to take care of the pipe now or have continual and ongoing maintenance on the pipes and valves.  Mayor Hollerich thought it was a good idea to do the base project since the media has exceeded its life expectancy.  He was undecided on the options.  He could see the benefits of replacing the piping and valves now rather than having an additional two weeks of down time later to fix them.  It was the general consensus of the council to think about the options and make a decision at the next council meeting.  
Monte Eastvold – Northland Securities-Refund option
Monte Eastvold presented information about refunding the 2009 general obligation bond.  In this case refunding means refinancing the bond. The council looked at refunding the bond in February, but the interest rates did not stay low enough.  The rates are low enough now.  There needs to be a minimum of three percent savings in order to refinance the bond.  The estimated savings of refunding the bond would be $21,265.99.  Mr. Eastvold recommended the council approve a trigger resolution so that the Mayor and Administrator Woodruff could approve the refunding when the rates meet or exceed the three percent savings.  He will monitor the interest rates daily.  Mayor Hollerich asked about issuance costs.  Mr. Eastvold replied that they are built into his calculations and the savings estimate is a true savings to the city.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 45-10-15 authorizing Mayor and Administrator authority to approve the refunding if the conditions are met.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.      
New Business

A. Resolution 49-10-15 Loading Ramp
Mayor Hollerich explained that public works staff have been looking at building a loading ramp so that Full Circle Organics can load out the leaves and compost.  Water Operator Johnson explained that the pieces are like large Lego bricks.  The compost site is very popular.  The county has been nice in letting the city use their loading ramps, but it does make a mess.  Mayor Hollerich asked if there are any safety issues.  Water Operator Johnson did not anticipate any.  The ramp will be filled with clay and rock.  It would be possible to move the ramp if the compost site should have a new location in the future.  Water Operator Johnson explained that there is not enough room at the compost site to fully compost the material so the material needs to be hauled out.  Mayor Hollerich moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 43-10-15 approving loading ramp at the compost site.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  
B. Resolution 44-10-15 Library Cleaning
Mayor Hollerich explained that the high school person who had been cleaning the library is no longer available.  Jan Massop also cleans the liquor store and city hall and is interested in cleaning the library.  Mayor Hollerich asked if there have been any overtime issues with Jan Massop bartending and cleaning.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there have not been any issues.  Councilor Etherington complimented Jan that she does a good job.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 44-10-15 hiring Jan Massop to clean the library.  Roll Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor.  Motion carried.  

C. Public Nuisance Ordinance  
Administrator Woodruff explained the current public nuisance system and that most problems are taken care of.  However, there is one place where the police have written 26 citations and it has gone to court.  The proposed change would add an additional step in which residents that have been sited come to a council meeting after the court hearing.  If the issues are not resolved, the city would clean up or hire the clean up the problem property.  The police are frustrated with the current system for the problem properties.  Mayor Hollerich felt the council should consider this option to clean up properties as there have been several neighbor complaints.  Councilor Maslakow questioned the right of the council to determine whose stuff isn’t important and considered junk.  However, he felt this option may give the ordinance some bite and get them to move forward.  Mayor Hollerich noted that if the council adopts an ordinance with some teeth in it, the council has to back it.  Administrator Woodruff will put together an ordinance for approval.  
D. Fence at library park
The plan was to put a chain link fence on the west side of the library park.  Some people have inquired if a fence similar to the liquor store patio could be installed.  Mayor Hollerich felt that since that fence is only 42 inches high, there may be kids jumping over it.  It was the consensus of the council to look for other fence options that still look nice.  
E. Change date of November 3 Council meeting
Since there is a school election on November 3rd, the meeting could not be held until 8 p.m.  It was the general consensus to hold the meeting on November 4, 2015 at 7 p.m.  
Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 8:02 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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