CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, October 7, 2014
Members present:  Schultz, Etherington and Swanson.  Treanor arrived at 7:50 p.m. and Christian was absent.        

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Orval Gartner, Mark Gartner
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station. 
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 9/16/14 and emergency
B. Bills totaling  $72,563.65
C. Public works quarterly
D. Gambling rent report
E. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 52-10-14 Rotary Cutter was added as New Business item E.

Miscellaneous was added as New Business item F.
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.  

Unfinished Business:

1. Sale of generator – Orval Gartner
Councilor Etherington asked if the council can make decisions since there were only three members present.  He was not comfortable making decisions with so few members present.  Administrator Woodruff and Mayor Swanson explained that there is a quorum.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Minnesota Lake never responded to our offer to sell them the generator.  Orval and Mark Gartner are interested in purchasing the generator.  Mark Gartner needs a little bigger generator in his new building.  The Gartners will remove the fuel and also take the tank.  Councilor Schultz stated that this offer is a win for everyone.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to accept the offer of $4,500 from Mark Gartner and provisions as stated as enclosed for the generator.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor and Christian.  Motion Carried.    
2.  Water Meter Update
Administrator Woodruff explained that all of the water meters are in.  Some people have higher water readings now and several have called questioning their bills.  Administrator Woodruff explained that some of the old meters were running a little slow.  She also explained that there is now a continuous leak.  Administrator Woodruff sent out twenty four letters to homeowners whose meters indicated they have a continuous leak.  Councilor Schultz questioned why his meter readout was blank.  Administrator Woodruff explained that it will come on if you hold a flashlight to it.  This is a battery saving function.  
3. Highway 22 – public meeting date
Mayor Swanson appreciated the letter from Senator Rosen.  After some discussion, the council decided to hold a public meeting on Wednesday, October 29th at 6:30 p.m. at the fire station.  Jedd from MNDOT will be in attendance to answer questions.  Councilor Schultz would still like his question answered about how MNDOT plans on getting the ice out of the grooves in the road this winter.  
New Business

A. Snow Emergency Change
Administrator Woodruff explained the changes made to the snow emergency ordinance.  The major change is there will be an automatic snow emergency when it snows two inches or more.  This change is because there isn’t always time to give eight hours’ notice before the public works department starts plowing the snow.  The public works department would like a separate snow emergency for the Main Street Corridor.  The police will start to put notification on vehicles that park on the street.  Councilor Schultz asked why the public works wanted a different Main Street Corridor snow emergency.  Administrator Woodruff explained the old ordinance where there was no parking on Main Street and adjacent side street during the winter.  This penalizes a lot of people for just a few snow events.  Also several of the off street parking spaces are no longer available.  Councilor Schultz agreed that the change to two inches is better since residents won’t have to wait for a snow emergency to be called, it will just be automatic when we receive two inches of snow.   Administrator Woodruff noted the TV and radio stations didn’t always put it on air.  Councilor Schultz asked about even/odd parking.  Administrator Woodruff thought that would be too confusing.  She also noted that if the wind creates drifts, no snow emergency will be called.  Councilor Schultz asked how the change will be published.  Administrator Woodruff explained that it will be printed in the newspaper, on FB, the marquee and the police will put notices on vehicles.   Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the changes regarding snow emergencies.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   
B. Resolution 49-10-14 Certify Delinquent Accounts to Taxes
Councilor Etherington felt there should be something to protect the landlords.  Mayor Swanson explained that the landlord is responsible for the utility bills.  Administrator Woodruff noted that all utility bills go to the owner to that they are aware the bills.  Some of the owners add the utility bill to the monthly rent.  Administrator Woodruff will hold the list until November 1st since some owners may still pay.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 49-10-14 certifying delinquent utility accounts and other delinquent accounts for tax levy collectible in 2015.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:   Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Abstain:  Etherington.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 50-10-14 Draw Request #5
Administrator Woodruff noted that the contractors have a busy schedule, but hope to complete the project by October 17th.  Councilor Schultz asked what is left.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the lift station controls, pump installation and changing out the generator still needs to be done.  She noted that this draw request if for work completed to date.  Councilor Schultz inquired about penalties for not finishing on time.  Administrator Woodruff replied that there are and Engineer Sarff made it clear to Holtmeier that the city won’t be lenient since they were ahead of schedule and then have not performed any work for a long time.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 50-10-14 approving draw request number five from Holtmeier Construction in the amount of $62,634.53.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
D. Resolution 51-10-14 Approving Repairs to Smith Court
Mayor Swanson looked at Smith Court and agreed that it needs to be fixed before the street gets in worse shape.  Councilor Treanor noted that he had mentioned the road condition to Administrator Woodruff a couple of times.  Administrator Woodruff talked to Engineer Sarff about the road.  After examination, he recommended milling and patching a section since it is just an upper layer issue.  The street will be seal coated next year.  Then the road should last for another fifteen years.  Mayor Swanson asked how old the road was.  Councilor Treanor stated it was built in 1996 or 1997.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the road had only been seal coated once and that it should have been done another time.  Councilor Schultz felt this was a cheap fix to extend the life of the road.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 51-10-14 approving repair of Smith Court.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion Carried.  
E. Resolution 52-10-14 Rotary Cutter
Councilor Treanor asked if this was on the rotation schedule.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it was not and she did not know about this mower until the public works quarterly meeting.  Councilor Schultz asked if there was money in capital outlay.  Administrator Woodruff replied that there was.  Councilor Schultz stated this needs to be worked into the replacement schedule.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 52-10-14 purchasing a new rotary cutter from Kibble Equipment in the amount of $2,750.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  
F. Miscellaneous

Administrator Woodruff gave an update on the building at 210 Main St NE. The thirty day notice is up on October 24th.  At the next council meeting the council will need to decide if they want to proceed with civil action.  It could take another month to get on the court docket.  The council would also need to decide to fix the building or demolish it.  The property would still belong to Ron Johnson and all demolition and attorney fees would be assessed to the property.  Administrator Woodruff talked to the attorney about moving the backhoe off of Main Street.  Originally the agreement was to allow the backhoe to remain on Main Street through Labor Day.  However, if the council makes Mr. Johnson remove the backhoe and the building falls down and damages other vehicles or injures people, the city may be liable.  Administrator Woodruff has talked to Mr. Johnson several times.  Councilor Schultz stated that if it is not fixed by October 24, he feels the council should get on the court docket.  
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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