CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, December 16, 2014
Members present:  Etherington Treanor and Swanson.  Absent:  Schultz and Christian.  
Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen

Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Kevin Maslakow, John Hollerich
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station. 
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust dividend was added to the consent agenda.  
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 12/2/14
B. Bills totaling  $116,980.89
C. Zoning Minutes and permits

D. LMC dividend

E. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 64-12-14 Fire Officer Pay was added as New Business Item D. 

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment. 

Unfinished Business

1.  Rural taxing district

Administrator Woodruff explained that Larry Caron’s taxes would have decreased if his land value had not increased.  According to a listserv topic, most cities indicated if there was agriculture land inside city limits, then it was taxed at the regular city rate.  Administrator Woodruff also noted that the rural taxing district is not exempt from the debt levy, just the general levy.  Mayor Swanson thanked Administrator Woodruff for her research on the topic.  
New Business

A. Recycling    
Administrator Woodruff explained that every living unit, including each apartment, gets billed for recycling whether they use the service or not.  The manager of the 16-unit apartment on 4th Ave SE stated that none of their residents bring the recycling up to the drop off center and they do not have facilities for the once a month pickup.  Mayor Swanson offered for the Serteen to walk through the apartment building and pick up recycling if each resident would set outside their door.  Administrator Woodruff will relay the Serteen option.  
B. Web Policy  
Administrator Woodruff has received several requests from satellite companies to advertise their business on the city’s web site.  Other cities have adopted a policy similar to the one that is in the packet.  The purpose of the business listings is to advertise local businesses, not ones based in other states.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Treanor moved to adopt the web page policy.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
C. City lot
Administrator Woodruff reported that both Kara and Mike FitzSimmons and Gary Boening are interested in the city’s lot on 8th Ave SE.  The EDA will have a meeting to review the FitzSimmons plans.  Councilor Etherington asked if there was water and sewer to the property.  Mayor Swanson stated that there was not and the last estimate was $60,000 to $70,000 to extend the water and sewer mains to the property.    
D. Resolution 64-12-14 Fire Officer Pay
Mayor Swanson commented that Mapleton has an outstanding fire department and the officers were deserving of the proposed wage increase.  Councilor Etherington noted that twelve years is a long time to go without an increase in officer pay.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 64-12-14 increasing fire officer pay.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz and Christian.  Motion carried.  
Mayor Swanson stated it was an honor and privilege to serve as Mayor.  He thanked the council, citizens and staff for their patience, support and understanding.  Mayor Swanson he also expressed his support for the new mayor and council and wished them well in the coming term.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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