CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday December 20, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian, Schultz and Swanson.            

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Ben Froehlich   

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Mark Parsley, Amy Huber, Jake Huber-student

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 12/6/11 and 12/8/11

B. Bills totaling  $60,854.52

C. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Added Resolution 66-12-11 as New Business item C.

Added Resolution 67-12-11 as New Business item D

Added Resolution 68-12-11 as New Business item E.

Added payloader and flag bearing as Miscellaneous items.

Councilor Schultz and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one present made a comment.

Unfinished Business

A. Land between Country Neighbors and Midtown Auto

Administrator Woodruff reported that after this was talked about last spring, a couple of council members directed her to ask the adjoining property owners if they were interested in the property.  Midtown Auto is interested in the property for the appraised value.  He has been mowing the grass and Country Neighbors plows the snow.  This triangle shaped piece of land has been considered abandoned property and has not been on the tax roles for seven years.  The council has the power to say that only the abutting property owners may purchase the abandoned property.  Also the council can decide if the old assessments would go against the property.  Councilors asked some questions about the assessments.  Councilor Donovan reminded the council that this property was abandoned because the property owner requested lower assessments due to the lot being unbuildable.  Mayor Swanson stated that the council may have made a mistake in the past, but it would be better to get the property back on the tax roles now.  Councilor Schultz asked if the county has a minimum bid.  Administrator Woodruff will ask the county how the sale will work.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to forgive the assessments on the piece of property between Midtown Auto and Country Neighbors and that only the adjoining property owners may big on the property.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 64-12-11 Approving Step Increase  
Mayor Swanson noted that the last two years there has bee no increase for the first half of the year.  Administrator Woodruff noted that this was already figured into the approved budget.  Councilor Donovan asked for an explanation of Comp Worth and what the grades and steps on the pay scale mean.  Administrator Woodruff gave a brief summary.  Councilor Donovan asked who determines at the local level how the grades and steps are determined.  Administrator Woodruff replied that job functions have certain points per the state job match system.  Two council members and she worked on this for over a year and the council approved it.  Councilor Etherington asked how to change the system.  Councilor Schultz noted that in order to change where the job is on the scale, the job description would have to be re-scored.  He also noted that the scale rewards longevity.  Councilor Schultz also noted that state employees still get a step even if they don’t get a raise, or cost of living increase to the scale.  Councilor Etherington stated that he had called Kennedy and Kennedy and the city attorney told him that the city has to do comply with comp worth or get fined a lot of money.  Councilor Donovan asked about performance evaluations.  He would like to see performance evaluations done each year and have the steps based on getting a passing evaluation rather than just for longevity.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table Resolution 64-12-11 and have a workshop on comp worth.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    

B. Resolution 65-12-11 Approving Cardholder Security Policy 

Administrator Woodruff explained that this is for credit cards that are used to purchase product at the Liquor Store.  Deputy Clerk Olsen noted that a policy such as this one has to be adopted per the credit card industry standards to prevent fraud and identity theft.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 65-12-11 approving cardholder information security policy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 66-12-11 Approving Compost Site Rent Increase      

Councilor Donovan asked how much the city receives for rent for the property on Eighth Ave SE where the city shop was going to be built.  Administrator Woodruff replied $200 per year.  Councilor Donovan suggested moving the compost site to our land rather than renting land as a cost-saving option.  Mayor Swanson asked if there were issues for using the city lot for the compost site and if there was enough room to store the snow.  Administrator Woodruff noted that this would cause a lot of traffic on Eighth Ave SE.  Mayor Swanson asked for the public works employees input.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to table Resolution 66-12-11 to the next meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D. Resolution 67-12-11 Approving Fire Pumper Repair   

Ben Froehlich explained the problems with the pumper and what needs to be fixed.  He recommended the overhaul option from Gartner Garage, as this would fix the other cylinder that is scared and an oil leak problem.  Mr. Froehlich also explained that this is a large safety issue for the fire department.  Gartner Garage will work on it ASAP when the parts arrive.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 67-12-11 approving major overhaul of the Ferarra Fire Pumper in the amount of $4748.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

E. Resolution 68-12-11 Approving Two Pagers

Administrator Woodruff explained that six or eight more pagers are needed before the switch over to the new radio system.  The fire department proposed purchasing two pagers this budget year.  Ben Froehlich noted that they have been replacing the pagers as needed over the last couple of years, which is why only a few more are needed.  Councilor Schultz noted that there is money on hand in the capitol outlay account for purchases such as these.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 68-12-11 purchasing two pagers for 2011.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· Administrator Woodruff noted that the payloader arrived yesterday.  It was the consensus of the council to meet at the city shop at 6:30 before the next meeting to view the payloader.  

· Mayor Swanson asked if the council wished to carry the flag at a basketball game or wrestling meet at school.  It was the consensus to do it at the girls’ basketball game on January 19th.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:04 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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