CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, December 20, 2016
Members present:   Christian, Etherington, Maslakow and Hollerich.  
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Office Assistant Hager, Hunter Chaffee
Others present:  Barb Lake-Maple River Messenger, Candace Amberg & Associate, Robert Jones - MNDOT
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 12/6/16
B. Bills totaling $279,296.39
C. League of MN Cities Dividend Check
D. Zoning Permit- Kleinow
E. Chamber Annual Meeting
F. Staff bi-monthly reports
Quarterly Meeting Update:  Public Works
 reported on the following:  Hunter Chaffee explained that he went to a meeting with the MPCA.  MPCA wants to require lower phosphorus limits.  Doing this will cost cities millions of dollars with little or no change to our levels. The test method was done when the rivers were at their lowest levels and the algae are low during those times. There is a petition letter started for cities to sign stating they are against what the MPCA regulation. Mayor Hollerich explained further about the MPCA regulations and how they are trying to get smaller cities to follow the lower limits before the larger cities get told they need to do the same.  Chaffee also explained that they are looking into replacing a tractor and mower next year and that the first snow emergencies of the year went fairly well.  Mayor Hollerich thanked Chaffee for all he has done for the city.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.   
Unfinished Business:

1. Community Center Update and rental form – Administrator Woodruff explained that a small committee has met a couple of times to discuss ideas for the center.  Rental form will be asking for a certificate of liability insurance. It is very important that we have this certificate if alcohol is present. It was decided to lower the cost to rent the facility and increase the damage deposit at least in the beginning to try to get the building used more. All present were okay with the lower rental charge.  The building has been cleaned and B Langworthy painted the hall and entry.  Woodruff stated that the Sertoma group and public works employees have been great help. Mayor Hollerich thanked everyone for all of the work done to make the Community Center better and for future growth.
New Business

A. Candace Amberg & Associate and Robert Jones - Victory Drive Update – Jones explained they just had an open house from 4-6pm at the fire hall. They then explained the three different landscape ideas to the council. Mayor Hollerich said he personally liked the “Unbroken” option. Hollerich said it looks easier to maintain and would provide a more visible memorial. If the city can fund this the MNDOT will build it.  MNDOT needs to know what money the city will put into this project so they know what level of design they can move forward with.  Hollerich stated that he had no idea what money would be designated for this because he had no idea what a project like this would cost. MNDOT will try to get the word out for possible donors, targeting veterans groups and sponsors. MNDOT will be paying up to $100,000 for the costs of the plans for the project and the city will need to pay for the cost of the monument to be built. MNDOT is looking into getting state funding to hire a contractor to maintain the monuments. This coming spring MNDOT will be removing one driveway entrance to the wayside rest and reseeding it. Mayor asked if MNDOT would re-blacktop the wayside rest when the road is redone. Jones said,” Yes, he felt they may be able to do it.”  MNDOT would like to come to the first council meeting in March to discuss this again. Jones will then know the funding for the parking lot area. Mayor Hollerich thanked them for coming.
B. MPCA letter. Mayor Hollerich wanted to know if the council wanted to join Mankato in signing the letter to send to MPCA against the regulations proposed for lowering phosphorous levels.  All were in favor of this.
Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:44p.m.    

Recorded by Deb Hager.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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