CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday December 6, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Schultz, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Water Operator Johnson, Police Chief Honsey, Fire Chief Langworthy

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Marty Aldinger, Deb Raiche, Mark Parsley, Carol Parsley, Kerte Fezler, Amy Robbins 

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 11/15/11 – summary of closed meeting 11/28/11

B. Bills totaling $192,136.13

C. Letter to liquor store employees regarding changes

D. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Schultz and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Water Operator Johnson reported they are in winter mode.  The payloader will hopefully arrive next week.  Everything has been hauled away from the compost site in preparation for snow.  Mayor Swanson asked how many vehicles were towed during the recent snow emergency.  Mayor Swanson thanked the public works staff for doing the leaf pick up.  

Fire

Fire Chief Langworthy reported there have been 120 calls so far this year.  The new radios were installed in the trucks.  The Chili feed was successful again this year.  

Liquor

Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo reported that she has started a wine of the week and a beer of the month special.  She is also looking at some new entertainment.  Liquor Assistant Strehlo has prepared worksheets for staff to record food sales.  She also suggested raising drinking prices during entertainment to offset the cost of the entertainment.  Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo felt it was her responsibility to let the council know about unfavorable comments regarding opening the on-sale at 3 p.m.  Mayor Swanson remarked that it is the council’s responsibility to make sure that the Liquor Store does not go in the red.  A discussion followed regarding the hours.  Mayor Swanson thanked everyone for his or her comments and the council will review this at a later time.  

Police    

Police Chief Honsey reported he had the DARE trip last week.  They had posted notices on 193 different vehicles as warning before the first snow emergency was issued.  Most of the cars towed had received at least one prior notice.  Councilor Etherington asked why the police were not around Dietz’s when they closed.  Police Chief Honsey replied that Dietz’s had never requested it.  He stated that it could be added to the list.  

Mayor Swanson thanked all of the departments for their reports.

Community Input

Mark Parsley was present to gain more information and to ask the council to reconsider the social host ordinance.  Marty Aldinger asked if he would be responsible for tenants on his rental property.  Police Chief Honsey noted that the county commissioners recommended the small cities adopt the social host ordinance.  Since Mankato passed the social host ordinance, parties moved out into the county.  Now that the county passed the ordinance, they felt that the parties might move to the smaller cities.  Councilor Schultz asked if other cities were having these same arguments.  He requested Administrator Woodruff ask on the list serv to get some feedback.  Administrator Woodruff suggested that County Commissioner Stuehrenberg attend a council meeting to discuss these issues with the council.  

Marty Aldinger thanked the council for the leaf pickup service.

Carol Parsley asked if it was possible for the community to put something together to encourage people to purchase home in Mapleton.  Councilor Schultz suggested funds from the small cities projects could be used for down payment assistance.  Administrator Woodruff can also mention this to the Mapleton Chamber.  

Truth in Taxation Hearing

Mayor Swanson closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 8:02 p.m.  He read the public hearing notice.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the budget is set at a 3.02% increase.  This is the lowest that it has been in many years.  She explained which areas were increased and decreased.  The biggest change to the tax statement is the removal of the market value homestead credit program.  Marty Aldinger had questions about his house value.  Councilor Schultz noted that no one is going to see the real value until the spring when the tax statements come out.  He suggested he contact the county assessor since they determine the value.  The city does not have any control of the market value homestead credit or the assess property value.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 8:23 p.m.

Unfinished Business:

A. Drug Court Request

Police Chief Honsey stated that the police department used to do drug court checks for a fee.  The police department has no problem doing these again for free since they can be done as the officers have time.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to do the drug court checks at no charge to the county.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 61-12-11 Approving purchase of radios for police 
Police Chief Honsey explained the time has finally come to purchase the 800 mHz radios that have been talked about for three years.  The Blue Earth County Police Chief’s Association received a grant and that will pay for $6,666 of the radios that our police department needs.  He also explained that three additional radios are needed that the grant won’t cover.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the radios are currently on sale for $400 off of the regular price.  Councilor Schultz reminded the council that the funds are in capitol outlay since the city has been planning for this purchase.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 61-12-11 approving purchase of police radios for a total of $8,776.68.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   

B. Resolution 62-12-11 Adopting final 2012 Budget   

Councilor Donovan questioned a few of the line items.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 63-12-11 adopting final 2012 Budget.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

C. Resolution 63-12-11 Approving possession of St. Andrews Court
Administrator Woodruff stated that the city attorney wrote the resolution to make sure that the wording is correct.  Now that the road has been fixed, Pat Duncanson requested the city take over ownership of the road.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to approve possession of St. Andrews Court.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none. Abstain:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson recessed the meeting at 8:43 p.m.  All present were invited to reconvene at the Mayor’s house for the annual Christmas Party.      

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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