CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, December 6, 2016
Members present:  Treanor, Christian, Etherington, Maslakow and Hollerich.  
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Hunter Chaffee
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, Eric Haefner – Bolton & Menk, Steve Langworthy, Sharon Derouin, Cynthia Reding, Galen Reding, Jeff Glad, Arian Glad, Don Derouin, Loren Michael, Diane Michael, Virginia Denn, Bob Cramer, Sue Morrow, Doug Morrow, Leonard Gartner, Marie Gartner, Sharon Walsh, Marvin Schubbe, Joe Samuelson, Kevin Etherington, Robert Millington, Todd Lenzen, Cody Lenzen, Tanya Winters
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 11/13/16
B. Bills totaling $234,608.56
C. Day Care Center Survey results
D. Zoning Permit
E. Staff written reports

Quarterly Meeting Update:  Liquor Store
Deputy Clerk Olsen reported on the following:

· Would like to install bollards for the three parking stalls along the side of the building.
· The profit and loss report is looking good.

· The craft beer tasting during Snowflake Dazzle was successful.

· There is a wine promotion going on this month in the off-sale.

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Public Hearing – 2017 Budget

Mayor Hollerich closed the council meeting and opened the budget public hearing at 7:04 p.m.  Mayor Hollerich stated that the budget is a one and a half percent increase over last year as per the city’s five year plan.  With no one else having any comments, he closed the public hearing at 7:05 p.m.  
Public Hearing – Improvement Hearing 2017 Street Project 

Mayor Hollerich opened the 2017 street project hearing at 7:05 p.m.  Engineer Sarff presented information about the proposed street project.  The project will cost approximately 1.6 million dollars based on current bid prices.  Kevin Etherington asked how the city coul assess amounts over the increased value to the property.  Engineer Sarff explained that the city has to assess 20% of the project for the bond.  Kevin Etherington asked if the two percent interest rate is standard.  Administrator Woodruff explained two percent above the city’s bond rate has been the city policy since 2006.  Engineer Sarff explained that the bond rates are very low now whereas previously the bond rates were around six percent.  Mayor Hollerich stated that the council can discuss the interest rate before the assessment hearing.  Loren Michael asked about service interruptions.  Engineer Sarff explained that there won’t be a drivable surface on the road for approximately four to six weeks.  There will be temporary water and sewer lines servicing each house.  There will be a few times when there will be a temporary water service interruption for a couple of hours. Virginia Denn asked if there would be a line for her sump pump to connect into if there isn’t any storm sewer on her street.  Engineer Sarff explained that there would be a dedicated line for the sump pump connections.  Kevin Etherington asked if the project should get voted down again this time, will it keep coming back up every couple of years.  Engineer Sarff explained that project costs will continue to increase each year.  He also noted that the problems with the infrastructure will not heal itself and the street will continue to deteriorate.  Galen Reding asked if there is an anticipated change in bond interest rated.  Engineer Sarff noted that the bond rates have stayed fairly consistent and he has not heard of any proposed interest rate increases.  Leonard Gartner asked what the cost difference was to keep the First Ave SW at 37 feet with rather than decrease it to 34 feet.  Engineer Sarff explained that there would not be a difference for the homeowner assessments as the city would pay the difference.  Kevin Etherington stated that he would like to see the project pushed back as couple of more years.  Mayor Hollerich closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 7:46 p.m.

Mayor Hollerich stated that the project had already been postponed for three years.  He also noted that the problems with the infrastructure and the streets are not going away, the interest rates may increase, and the project costs will continue to increase.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 62-12-16 ordering improvement and preparation of plans.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Christian, Maslakow, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Abstain:  Etherington.  Motion carried.      
Notice to Appear – Ordinance Violation Tanya Winters 106 Fourth Ave SE
Administrator Woodruff presented a historical timeline of nuisance ordinance and junk motor vehicle violation citations dating back to May of 2013 for the property located at 106 Fourth Ave SE.  The police have worked hard to get the property cleaned up.  The city received a petition with over 70 signatures of residents who want the property cleaned up.  Todd Lenzen noted that they have address several of the issues by graveling half of his yard under the vehicles, put tabs on all of the vehicles, put tabs on snowmobile and has it parked on concrete, and put tarps over vehicles per court order.  Police Chief Honsey explained that this is different now because this is a civil complaint.  In the past it was criminal. Tonya Winter noted that they had done a lot of work today and it looks totally different.  They put stuff away and everything is picked up.  Mayor Hollerich stated that he had driven by at 4 pm and did not notice a significant difference in the appearance in the property.  Mr. Lenzen asked if a privacy fence would satisfy people.  Sharon Walsh questioned the number of vehicles allowed on a property.  Administrator Woodruff replied there can be four vehicles.  Ariel Glad expressed concern about the wood stacked next to a building as a fire hazard and vermin infestation.  Mayor Hollerich stated that the pictures show the problem is getting progressively worse.  He did not feel that they city should give them any more chances.  Tonya Winters stated that they have done what the courts required.  Police Chief Honsey explained again that it doesn’t matter what the courts said in the past as that was for criminal citations and this time it is a civil issue.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the next step is the council can direct city staff to bring the information to the city attorney for prosecution.  Mayor Hollerich moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 63-12-16 ordering the abatement of nuisance conditions at 106 Fourth Avenue SE.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
New Business

A. Resolution 60-12-16 Draw Request Number 4 
Engineer Sarff reported that the final painting was completed along with the punch list items.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 60-12-16 approving draw request number 4 from Shank Constructors in the amount of $16,809.00.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.       
B. Resolution 61-12-16 Adopting Final 2017 Budget
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 61-12-16 adopting final 2017 tax levy.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
C. Standard Addition – gravel roads 
Administrator Woodruff there have been requests to pave the gravel roads in Standard Addition and the alley by the school.  
D. Town and Country Leisure Center Update
Administrator Woodruff reported that public works employees will prepare the walls for painting and the Leisure Center board has agreed to pay for the painting.  Councilor Etherington questioned if there is enough room to add on to the existing building.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the first step is getting the youth center moved in and will look at that in the future.    
Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 8:19 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Minutes – Regular Mapleton City Council meeting – December 6, 2016 – Page 3 of 3

