CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, February 5, 2013

Members present:  Christian, Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey 

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Alan Walters

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 1-22-13 & 1-28-13

B. Bills totaling $67,961.45

C. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Two items were added to Miscellaneous.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

Alan Walters inquired as to why the city was not enforcing the sidewalk ordinance.  There has been ice on many sidewalks in town longer than 36 hours.  Mayor Swanson mentioned this was discussed at the police quarterly meeting.  Because of the ice storm, the city would end up sending notices to many people.  Mayor Swanson and Councilor Schultz felt there should be a better way to get the word out that people need to remove the ice.  
Police Chief Honsey – Police Report

Police Chief Honsey reported on the department’s recent activities.  This included a training plan for 2013, DARE, putting 144 snow emergency notices on vehicles and meeting with the school districts and sheriff department for school emergency policies.  

Unfinished Business 

A.  Resolution 5-2-13 Benches at Ball field

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 5-2-13 purchasing two fifteen foot players benches with shelf for Heritage Park.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christina, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion Carried.  Administrator Woodruff requested a council person to be on the park board.  Councilor Etherington volunteered.  

B.  Resolution 8-2-13 Ordering Improvement and Preparation of Plans

Mayor Swanson stated that it was the general consensus at the public hearing to drop the reconstruction portion of the project.  Councilor Etherington thanked all of the people who showed up to the public hearing.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 8-2-13 ordering improvement and preparation of plans for the PFA funded areas.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion Carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 6-2-13 Police Policy Update

Police Chief Honsey explained CADA House received a grant for a program called Blueprint for Safety.  The outcome for police agencies is a new policy for domestic abuse cases.  Mayor Swanson asked questions about victims who do not speak English.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 6-2-13 approving police policy update.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 7-2-13 Computer for Squad Car      

Police Chief Honsey explained that the Toughbook that is used in the squad car is seven years old, two years past the replacement schedule, and in need of replacement.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 7-2-13 replacing police squad car computer.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion Carried.  

C. Police Working with Maple River School

Police Chief Honsey summarized the material that was in the packet.  The police department will be spending more time at school as time permits.  Councilor Etherington asked about dog searches.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded a motion in support of this effort for working more with the school.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D. Misc:

· Update on Policies

Administrator Woodruff mentioned she has been working on the social media policy and the special assessment policy.  They should be ready for council approval soon.  

· Mayor Clerk meeting in Mapleton

If anyone is attending the meeting, please let Administrator Woodruff know so there is enough food.  

· Leaf Vac

Administrator Woodruff reported that St. Clair is interested in renting the leaf vac for a day this fall.  The fee that was approved is $100 per hour including operator.  Councilor Etherington stated that cities need to work together.  It was the consensus to allow this since this is for a specific time.  

· Grader Pay loader

Councilor Treanor asked why the grader was used for plowing snow where there is a pay loader for that purpose.  Councilor Christian noted that the pay loader does not have as much down pressure as the grader to scrape.  He did see Water Operator Johnson using the pay loader downtown to remove snow.  This will be discussed at the next public works quarterly meeting.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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